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Editorial 
 
Mauritius is probably the most agile economy in Africa. Its success has been 

based upon its ability to liberalise and diversify away from a single commodity 

dependent economy. Mauritius is no longer dependent upon the export of sugar 

and is emerging as a successful African economy that has created new growth 

drivers in tourism, offshore finance, trade and increasingly textile & clothing 

(T&C) manufacturing. It would not be out of place to characterize Mauritius as 

the Dubai of Africa.  

 

Despite strong competition from Asia and China in particular, the T&C industry in 

Mauritius remains resilient. Its T&C industry has grown in recent years, perhaps 

offering of a model to other T&C industries in the region – including South Africa 

– where the sector is rapidly shedding jobs and may not even survive. 

Competitiveness is most often not determined by price but contributed to by 

non-price factors.  

 

The potential of Mauritius is now attracting investment from China. One of 

China’s official special economic zones (SEZ) in Africa has been established on 

the island with US$500 million in funding from the China-Africa Development 

Fund having been committed to the zone. The SEZ trading hub will facilitate 

manufactured exports by Chinese investor firms into Africa, through preferential 

trade arrangements in SADC and COMESA, as well as to South Asia where 

Mauritius has established trading links.  

 

China’s growing business interests in the Indian Ocean Rim region will certainly 

attract the attention of other regional players – notably India – which have both 

entrenched strategic and commercial interests in the region.  

  

 

 
 

Dr Martyn J. Davies 

Executive Director, Centre for Chinese Studies 
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“The DRC may still be 

plagued by disease and 

absolute poverty and in the 

Eastern parts ravaged by 

war, but its mining sector is 

booming.” 

 

Mauritius is essentially a services-oriented economy, with a well developed, yet 

growing, manufacturing sector that contributed 18% to GDP in 2007, compared to 

14.6% for SSA as a whole. Manufactured exports, while still dominated by textiles 

and apparel – which represented 72.7% of manufactured exports and 47.5% of total 

exports in 2007 – are nevertheless more diversified than those of the typical SSA 

economy. The dynamism and resilience of the export sector, built on 40 years of 

experience in export manufacturing, along with the government’s rapid policy 

response to deal with external shocks, suggest that Mauritius can effectively 

weather China’s economic dominance.  

 

On the other hand, Mauritius and China share a long friendship, born from the 

cultural affinity between the two countries2 and nurtured by Mauritius’ support of the 

One-China policy since 1972. Cooperation between the two countries has spanned 

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  

1 This is an abridged version of a forthcoming article in the European Journal of Development 
Research, Vol. 21, No. 4. 
2 Mauritius is one of the rare African countries to boast a small, but economically influential, 
Chinese community. 

Commentary 
 
 

 
Mauritius: Benefiting from China’s Rise1

 
 

by Dr. Vinaye Ancharaz 
 

                                                            Senior Lecturer and Head of the Department of    
                                                 Economics and Statistics at the University of Mauritius 

 

China’s rise to economic stardom has generated a heated debate on the impacts it 

can have on smaller economies. Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) as a region has 

received particular attention given China’s quest for natural resources from the sub-

continent and the Chinese government’s declared policy to forge greater economic 

ties with its SSA partners. Most studies indicate that China’s unfolding economic 

dominance will affect SSA economies differentially depending on their trade 

complementarity, industrial competitiveness, degree of export diversification and 

general economic resilience. These effects, as suggested by Jenkins and Edwards 

(2005) and Kaplinsky and Morris (2006a, b), can be classified into direct or indirect, 

competitive or complementary along the three main vectors of influence – trade, 

investment and aid. Zafar (2007) argues that the resource-rich and oil-exporting 

countries of SSA will be the biggest winners; on the other hand, the resource-poor 

countries that, additionally, happen to be in direct export competition with China in 

the textile and clothing (T&C) sector, will lose significantly. Mauritius figures 

prominently in the latter group. 
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 the cultural, scientific, technical and economic domains.  In the area of economic 

cooperation, Mauritius and China have signed treaties to avoid double taxation 

and to prevent tax evasion. In 1996, the two countries signed an Investment 

Promotion and Protection Agreement. Cooperation, especially on the 

economic/technical front, has received added momentum since 2004, with no 

less than eight agreements signed by the two governments between January 

2004 and March 2007. The year 2007, which marked 35 years of diplomatic 

relations between Mauritius and China, proved a turning point in the economic 

cooperation between the two countries. The Government of Mauritius welcomed 

the signing of an Economic and Technical Cooperation Agreement, which, 

among other things, would result in a tripling of Chinese aid over three years. 

Much of this aid will be devoted to infrastructure projects.  

 

Investment between Mauritius and China has been small, and generally limited 

to the textile sector. However, the government, during its recent mission in 

China, finalized an accord with the Tianli Group of industries for the setting up of 

an economic cooperation zone – the very first of its kind in Africa – in Mauritius 

with investments to the tune of US$ 500 million over the next 5 years, starting 

October 2007. This important project can have positive spin-offs, leading to 

further FDI inflows as China strategically uses Mauritius as a gateway to the 

African market and beyond. 

 
China-Mauritius relations in the areas of aid and investment have generally been 

biased towards, and beneficial to, Mauritius. In keeping with this logic, this paper 

argues that Mauritius stands to gain from the economic emergence of China, this 

in contrast to the gloomy prediction of several studies. On the one hand, existing 

opportunities for economic cooperation, business and investment between 

Mauritius and China suggest that both countries are likely to gain. On the other 

hand, the Mauritian economy’s maturity and resilience, and the government’s 

effective policy response, will help minimize any adverse effects that could arise 

from China’s economic dominance. Since these adverse effects have been 

particularly felt in the area of trade, the rest of the paper is devoted to this 

important channel. 

 

Impact on Trade 

It appears that the indirect impacts on trade have been more important than the 

direct impacts, and these have generally been adverse to the Mauritian 

economy. The direct impacts relate to the bilateral trade between Mauritius and 

China. Such trade has traditionally been skewed in China’s favor. 

Mauritius’ exports to China, marginal to begin with, have been further eroded by 

China’s rapid growth since the turn of the new millennium.  Exports to China 

declined by a cumulative 55% between 2002 and 2007. China absorbed less 

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  
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than a quarter of 1% of Mauritius’ exports in 2007. Imports from China have been 

of even greater consequence for Mauritius. These imports have nearly tripled 

between 2000 and 2007, propelling China into the ranks of Mauritius’ main import 

partners. In 2007, China accounted for over 11% of total imports, placing the 

country into a comfortable third position, ahead of South Africa, which has been a 

traditional source of imports at the regional level. At current trends, China will soon 

be competing for first place with France and India. As a result of low and falling 

exports, on the one hand, and mounting imports on the other, the trade deficit 

relative to China has widened sharply over the years, reaching nearly US$ 375 

million in 2006. In 2005, China alone directly accounted for 30% of the overall trade 

deficit of Mauritius. 

 

The main indirect impact of China has arguably been on Mauritius’ exports of 

competing manufactured products into third markets. Nowhere has competition 

from China been more acute and disrupting than in the clothing sub-sector. Textile 

and clothing, which represent nearly 90% of Mauritius’ total manufactured exports, 

is primarily destined for the EU and the US markets. Clothing exports have 

benefited from the MFA quota system. On the EU market, Mauritius has taken 

good advantage of the Lomé market access privileges, which granted duty-free 

access for manufactured goods from ACP countries while subjecting competing 

imports from other countries to an average 12% tariff. The Africa Growth and 

Opportunity Act (AGOA) has supported exports to the US market, but contrary to 

other SSA countries, its full benefits for Mauritius’ apparel exports have been 

marred by uncertainty relating to the third-country fabrics derogation.  

 

The dismantling of the MFA, which prompted a sudden increase in China’s exports 

of clothing, is blamed for wrecking havoc to the clothing industry in many SSA 

countries. Mauritius started to experience the effects of the MFA phase-out well 

before the fateful January 1, 2005 and continued to suffer from its sequels till the 

end of 2005. Between 2001 and 2005, more than 25,000 jobs were lost in the 

clothing industry as 112 factories closed while exports plummeted from an all-time 

peak of US$ 1,062 million in 2003 to US$ 821 million in 2005. These changes have 

affected livelihoods, especially of women, who made up over two-thirds of 

employment in the clothing industry.  

 

However, a significant reversal of the situation is noted since 2005, with clothing 

exports increasing 19.6% to reach US$ 982 million at the end of 2007 (before the 

current economic crisis had its toll on the industry). Thus, the Mauritian clothing 

industry has effectively weathered the onslaught of Chinese competition. This 

scenario would have appeared least likely to the casual observer: Mauritius ranks 

low relative to China in terms of overall cost competitiveness. So what explains the 

rebound of the clothing industry? 

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  
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First, clothing is a differentiated product and, so, firms need not compete on 

price. A number of non-price factors, including lead times, service and quality, 

reliability and flexibility, knowledge of specific markets and cultures, social 

compliance and environmental standards also determine the competitive 

advantage of firms. The Mauritian T&C industry has leveraged its forty years of 

experience to strategically position itself as a reliable supplier of full-package 

quality clothing through investments in technological upgrading, spinning and 

weaving capacity, product design and logistical solutions. Indeed, some of the 

buyers that had shifted to China post-MFA have returned to their former 

Mauritian suppliers because the Chinese firms could not deliver on time and to 

the same standards of quality and service as Mauritian firms.  

 

Second, detailed analysis based on revealed comparative advantage suggests 

that Mauritius is still competitive in a narrow range of clothing products.  In fact, 

with some products, such as knitted T-shirts and non-knitted shirts, the country 

has consolidated its comparative advantage over time. Specifically, in the case 

of blouses and shirt blouses, Mauritius seems to have out-competed China. 

Certain products, such as ladies’ undergarments, have recently emerged as 

promising avenues for the local clothing industry as it has carved a significant 

comparative advantage in these products and successfully competed with 

China.  

 

Third, the main cause of the sharp dip in exports and employment in the T&C 

industry between 2003 and 2005 is the closure of a number of Asian companies 

producing basic articles of apparel in large volumes for the US market. These 

firms had pinned their hopes on Mauritius obtaining an extension of the third-

country fabric derogation beyond September 2005, which did not happen. Thus, 

while the end of the apparel quotas and the phenomenal rise of China on the 

global scale have generally been blamed for the plight of the Mauritian clothing 

industry, the real culprit has been the failure of Mauritius to qualify for the AGOA 

yarn forward rule. 

 

Fourth, Mauritian clothing firms have judiciously used a strategy of delocalization 

to ensure their survival after the end of apparel quotas. Several of the more than 

200 clothing companies – the majority of which are locally owned – that have 

withstood the attacks of mighty competitors like China have moved their low-end 

production to nearby Madagascar to take advantage of its cheap labor – as 

much as one-third of the wage levels in Mauritius – while they concentrated the 

more sophisticated, higher value-added and shorter-lead-time activities locally.  

 

 

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  
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Government Policy Response to the China threat 

The Mauritian government has usually been sympathetic to the T&C industry, 

given the industry’s contribution to exports and employment, particularly of 

women, and so its policy response was critical to the industry’s survival. In 

February 2006, government and key stakeholders gathered to reflect on the 

challenges facing the T&C industry and to chart out a survival strategy for the 

sector. The strategy rested on restructuring to address factory and ex-factory 

competitiveness factors. Enterprise Mauritius, set up in 2005 as a collaborative 

partnership between industry and government to help local enterprises develop 

competitive capacity and evolve into regional or global exporters, was given 

added impetus through greater budgetary support.  It would develop value chain 

 

Even South Africa is gaining importance as a developing country market close to 

Mauritius, with clothing exports increasing almost ten-fold between 2002 and 

2007. Exports to South Africa have benefited from duty-free treatment under the 

SADC trade protocol, which is a welcome development for the local clothing 

industry, more so since it represents considerable potential to export to other 

African markets. Exports to Madagascar increased by 92% over the same 

period. Much of this increase reflects the recovery of intra-firm trade between 

Mauritian-owned subsidiaries in Madagascar and their parent companies as 

those firms that had closed down during the political crisis in Madagascar in 

2002 re-established operations with the return of political stability in the country. 

 

Fifth, as the US market waned, Mauritian garment exporters have diversified 

their markets. Exports to the EU have increased appreciably – by 23% between 

2005 and 2007 (Figure 1). 
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Mauritius. 

models and undertake market analysis and diagnostic tests using benchmarking 

tools to identify structural weaknesses at the firm level and propose appropriate 

remedial measures.  

 

In addition, in the 2006/07 Budget, the government proposed several measures to 

encourage vertical integration in the textile sector and to attract FDI by revamping 

investment procedures and incentives. More generally, the government has 

adopted a series of measures aimed at further opening up the economy and at 

promoting new sectors of economic activity. These measures have enhanced the 

economic resilience of the country against external shocks. They have enabled 

the clothing industry to restructure and re-orient itself to meet the challenges 

posed by globalization generally, and by China, in particular. Moreover, by offering 

new options for unemployed workers through the Empowerment Fund (set up in 

2006), the government has helped to avert a large-scale socioeconomic crisis 

resulting from retrenchment in the clothing industry. 
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Ancharaz, V.D. (2008), ‘David V. Goliath: Mauritius Facing Up to China’, Paper 
No. SSC_07, AERC. 
 
Kaplinsky, R. and Morris, M. (2006a), ‘Dangling by a Thread: How Sharp Are the 
Chinese Scissors?’, mimeo, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies. 
 
Kaplinsky, R. and Morris, M. (2006b), ‘The Asian Drivers and SSA; MFA quota 
removal and the portents for African industrialisation?’, Paper prepared for Asian 
and Other Drivers of Change Workshop, St. Petersburg, mimeo, Brighton: Institute 
of Development Studies. 
 
Zafar, A. (2007), ‘The Growing Relationship between China and Sub-Saharan 
Africa: Macroeconomic, Trade, Investment, and Aid Links’, World Bank Research 
Observer, 22 (1), 103-130. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

“In the 2006/07 Budget, the 

government proposed several 

measures to encourage 

vertical integration in the 

textile sector and to attract 

FDI by revamping investment 

procedures and incentives.” 

 

 

 

 
 
       

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  

   
9 



  
 The China Monitor 

 
April 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  

Policy Watch 

 

 
Sino-Mauritian relations: The Geopolitical Perspective 

Burgeoning Chinese interest in Mauritius comes at a good time for the island, with its 

 

In recent years, bilateral relations between China and Mauritius, which date back to 

1972, have been strengthening in both substance and reach.  In the process they 

are defying any perception that Chinese interests in Africa are focused solely on the 

exploitation of the continent’s energy and mineral resources.  Mauritius has no such 

resources to offer.  Furthermore, since the export of textiles still play an important 

role in the Mauritian economy - where manufacturing accounts for around 20% of the 

country’s GDP - the trading interests of the two countries are not obviously 

complementary.  Yet, for the Mauritian government - which presides over one of 

Africa’s most successful and stable democracies, China is broadly seen not as a 

potential competitor for markets or resources, but as a cash-rich investor and 

welcome business partner whose rise heralds further development opportunities for 

the country.  Already making an important infrastructural contribution in Mauritius - 

with Chinese finance and Chinese construction companies supporting, for example, 

the development of a new terminal building at the capital’s airport, low-cost housing, 

sewer projects and the ubiquitous sports stadium - China’s economic engagement is 

set to increase further with the development of the $750 million Tianli economic trade 

and cooperation zone, which is intended to attract investment from around 40 

Chinese companies and create more than 34,000 new jobs in the process.2   

 

 
 

                                                                                             By Ms. Sarah Raine 
 
 

          Research Associate, International Institute 
for Strategic Studies- Asia, Singapore 

 

On 19th February 2009 Chinese President Hu Jintao ended his second African tour in 

two years with a visit to an Indian Ocean island state.  Where the Seychelles played 

host to the President in February 2007, in February 2009 it was the turn of Mauritius, 

where Hu spent just over twenty four hours agreeing new deals worth more than 

$270million, and announcing measures to boost people-to-people exchanges, 

including the construction of two agricultural schools and the provision of additional 

scholarships for Mauritian students to study in China.1 Sino-Mauritian relations, the 

Chinese President declared, are a “model of solidarity and cooperation between two 

developing countries”. 

”The exportation of textiles 

still plays an important role in 

the Mauritian economy.” 
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“Enjoying a strategic location 

between Asia and Africa, 

Mauritius markets itself as 

provides an excellent launch 

point for Asian business into 

the African market.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 

With Chinese officials anxious to point out that energy cooperation is only part of a 

broader platform of Sino-African relations and eager to cite Hu’s 2009 African tour, 

including his visit to Mauritius, as evidence of this, local explanations of Chinese 

interest in the island tend to focus on the commercial.   Enjoying a strategic location 

between Asia and Africa, Mauritius markets itself as provides an excellent launch 

point for Asian business into the African market.  It is stable, enjoys good 

infrastructure, a literate and bilingual labour-force, and a business friendly 

environment that ranked first in Sub-Saharan Africa in the World Bank’s “Doing 

Business” 2009 report.3  The country even hosts a long-established Sino-Mauritian 

population who already contribute much more economically than the three percent of 

the population which they form might suggest.  Furthermore, as a member of both 

SADC and COMESA, Mauritius benefits from preferential market access to the 

approximately 420 million consumers of southern and eastern Africa. 

 

However, there could still be other interests supporting China’s cultivation of stronger 

ties with Mauritius.  In India particularly the suspicion is that official Chinese interest 

in Mauritius comes less from its strategic location for Chinese commercial interests 

in Africa than as a potential base for supporting Chinese security interests in the 

Indian Ocean.  The Indian Express reported Hu’s visit as underlining “Beijing’s 

relentless thrust to secure a permanent naval foothold in the western Indian Ocean”, 

cautioning that New Delhi should be careful not to take its traditional ties here for 

granted as such an expansion of Chinese interests could “only come at the expense 

of the Indian navy”.4   

 

If China is interested in developing its influence in this Ocean, then India’s ‘Maritime 

Doctrine’ of 2004 has already recognised the logic of such a move, noting that “all 

major powers of this century will seek a toehold in the Indian Ocean Region”.  With 

India already enjoying strong security relations with the littoral states of the western 

Indian Ocean, American and Britain jointly operating a naval base on Diego Garcia 

and the French base on Reunion, it is perhaps unsurprising that China might be 

seeking to establish its own toehold in the world’s third largest body of water across 

which 90% of global commerce and about 65% of oil travels.5  Concerns about 

choke points such as the Malacca Strait have long been a factor in Chinese 

traditional export markets in the US and EU in distress as the global financial crisis 

takes its toll; improved trading relations with China offer Mauritius a chance further to 

diversify and develop its economy.  Indeed, the eagerness of the country’s leaders to 

attract Chinese investment and development assistance could be seen in the 

fulsome praise offered by free-trade champion Prime Minister Ramgoolam for 

China’s economic development at the state banquet in honour of his Chinese 

counterpart.    

Photo: thechinaquote.com 
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Nevertheless, unlike for example in the Maldives where the evidence of Chinese 

interest in basing rights is more substantial, for the moment the question of China’s 

medium-term security interests in Mauritius remains open.6  The reality is that the 

major powers of east and west will have to find ways to explain and manage their 

justifiable individual security interests in the Indian Ocean in support of the free flow 

of oil and trade in ways that recognise the interests of their counterparts and seek to 

avoid dangerous perceptions of a zero-sum game.  In the meantime, Indian Ocean 

island states, especially stable, well-governed, and business friendly ones like 

Mauritius, should find plenty of suitors bringing further opportunities for their 

development.  

 

End Notes 
 
1 For further details on the agreements announced during this visit see: Li Xing, “Hu signs 

Mauritius accords”, China Daily, 18 February 2009. 

 
2 Figures on investment and job creation are as announced by Prime Minister Ramgoolam 

during President Hu’s visit.  At the meeting it was also agreed that the execution of this project 

should be accelerated.  Although plans are in place, construction of the project, which was 

initially intended to take five years when agreement was first reached in 2007, has yet to start. 

   
3 This annual report ranks countries for the “ease of doing business”.  Mauritius came 24th out 

of a total of 181 countries surveyed.  For overall rankings see: 

http://www.doingbusiness.org/economyrankings/

 
4 “Hu’s Mauritius?”, The Indian Express, 19 February 2009. 

 
5  Robert Kaplan “Center stage for the 21st century: Power plays in the Indian Ocean”, Foreign 

Affairs, March/April 2009.   

 
6 For more on China’s military interest in the Maldives, along with India’s reactions to this, see 

Sudha Ramachandran, “Maldives: Tiny islands, big intrigue”, Asia Times, 7 April 2006. 
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diplomacy towards the littoral states of the eastern Indian Ocean, as Beijing has 

sought to develop its “string of pearls” strategy in order to offset the perceived threat 

of maritime encirclement and protect the oil supply and trading routes on which 

China’s domestic development depends.  With more than 30% of China’s imported 

oil now coming from Africa, it would be entirely logical if China’s growing commercial 

and political relations with Africa brought a parallel interest in improving security 

relations, in particular with the littoral and island states of the western Indian Ocean, 

including Mauritius.   
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interest in improving security 

relations.”  
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Business Briefs 
The Business Briefs section summarises key events regarding China’s economy during the month of 
February 
 
ADB Cuts China’s 2009 GDP Growth Forecast As 
Crisis Hits Economy  
The Asian Development Bank has cut its forecast for 
China's economic growth this year to 7%, because the 
impact of the global financial crisis on the country has 
been much worse than previously thought. Beijing's 
expansionary fiscal and monetary policies to support 
faltering growth should allow China's economic growth 
to recover to 8% in 2010, the bank said in its Asian 
Development Outlook 2009.   
 

China Vies to Be 
World’s Leader in 
Electric Cars  
Chinese leaders 
have adopted a 
plan aimed at 
turning the country 
into one of the 
leading producers 

of hybrid and all-electric vehicles within three years, 
and making it the world leader in electric cars and 
buses. The goal, which radiates from the Chinese 
government, suggests that the Detroit motor industry’s 
Big Three companies, already struggling to stay alive, 
will face even stiffer foreign competition on the next 
field of automotive technology than they do today.  
 
China to actively support IMF and other lenders  

People's Bank of 
China Governor 
Zhou Xiaochuan said 
that China is ready to 
actively join in the 
international effort to 
enhance the results 
of the International 
Monetary Fund and 
other multilateral 

lenders. In a speech before the Inter-American 
Development Bank meetings being held in Medellin, 
Zhou outlined the need to emphasize greater 
regulatory reform. He also called for a better balance 
of savings on a global level and for "greater 
responsibility for the banking sector."  
 
China tries to boost exports, risking backlash 
Alarmed by falling trade, Beijing is trying to boost 
exports and avert more job losses by giving companies 
tax breaks and other aid - a tactic that could anger 
Washington and other trading partners. A Chinese  
 
 

Commerce Ministry spokesman acknowledged the 
moves have "aroused some worries." But he defended 
them as permitted by World Trade Organization rules 
and said they are urgently needed to curb rising 
Chinese job losses.  

 
China, EU to 
establish renewable 
energy institute  
China and the 
European Union 
signed an agreement 
to expand their 

environmental 
cooperation by 

creating an Institute of Clean and Renewable Energy. 
The European Union is providing US$13.3 million to 
found the Beijing institute along with the Chinese 
Commerce and Education ministries. The institute's 
establishment is aimed at implementing China's 
energy policies, particularly those concerning 
renewable energy and energy efficiency, the European 
Union said.  

                     Photo: metaefficient.com 
Photo: People Daily.cn 

 
China may buy Petro-Can assets in Syria, Libya 
A state-owned Chinese oil firm is looking to pick up 
US$ 5 billion of Canadian-owned oil assets from the 
fallout of the pending merger of Suncor Energy Inc. 
and Petro-Canada, according to reports in Asia. The 
assets, in Syria and Libya, are being eyed by China 
National Petroleum Corp., one of China's two oil 
majors.  
 
China's GDP to Grow 8% in 2009   
China's gross domestic product can rise by more than 
8% over the next 12 months, economists have 
predicted.  Their optimistic forecast, ranging from 7.9% 
to 8.2%, is based on a consensus among officials and 
experts that the nation's external and internal 
environment in relation to economic development is 
"positive,'' reports Xinhua News. Observers insist the 
16th National Congress of the Communist Party of 
China will give new momentum to the country's 
economic development this year.  
 
China’s CNOOC has no plans to buy oil firms 
during crisis 
China's offshore oil specialist CNOOC has no plan to 
buy oil firms abroad during the global financial crisis, 
and will look instead for foreign partners to make joint 
investments, chairman Fu Chengyu said recently. 
Awash with capital and facing strong domestic demand 
for fuel, Chinese energy firms have been encouraged   
 

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  

   
13 



  
 The China Monitor 

 
April 2009 

by Beijing to take advantage of the financial crisis to 
make overseas acquisitions. 
 
China Seeks Greater Role for Yuan In Trade 
China's top central banker, Zhou Xiaochuan, caused a 
stir when he floated the idea that the U.S. dollar should 
cede its role as the world's reserve currency to the 
Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) issued by the 
International Monetary Fund. Now, Chinese Premier 
Wen Jiabao has stirred the pot by pledging more 
international use of the yuan--and by saying the 
economic policies of countries whose currencies serve 
as world reserve currencies require close international 
supervision. 
 
China to build 5 nuclear power plants in 2009 
China is planning to build five nuclear power stations 
this year to reduce the country's reliance on coal and 
oil, reports state media. The plants will be built in 
China's eastern provinces of Zhejiang and Shandong, 
as well as Guangdong and Hainan in the south, the 
official Xinhua News Agency cited the National Energy 
Administration as saying. 
 
Report says China facing looming aging crisis 
China's rapidly aging population threatens the 
country's social and economic stability and could affect 
the prospects of other countries around the world, a 
U.S. study says. The current ratio of 16 elderly people 
per 100 workers is set to double by 2025, then double 
again to 61 by 2050, according to the Washington-
based Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

By 2050, there will 
be 438 million 
Chinese aged 60 
and over, said the 
study, jointly 
produced with the 

Prudential 
Foundation. Of 
those, 103 million 
Chinese will be 80 
or older. 

 
Chinese e-government system has been built   
As of the end of 2008, Chinese government 
administrations at central, provincial and municipal 
levels have all set up official Web sites, said Yang 
Xueshan, vice minister of Industry and Information 
Technology Ministry at the recent China E-government 
Forum. More than 90% of county-level governments 
and many towns and villages have established portal 
Web sites, Yang added.    The websites post 
government news, notices and documents. Some have 
even started an online application and approval 
service for licenses, to better help with service 
delivery.  
 
 
 
 

China says to encourage firms to sell on credit 
China plans to significantly expand the scale of sales 
that businesses make to one another and to retail 
customers on credit, as part of efforts to stimulate the 
economy. The order lays out for local governments 
and financial institutions the government's priorities as 
it looks to explore another way of stimulating 
consumption and easing the short-term difficulties 
faced by many smaller firms.  
 
Air China hopes for government funds, pursues 
East Star 
China's flag carrier Air China reports that it continues 
to hope for a government capital injection, as it vowed 

to press 
ahead with an 

acquisition 
despite being 

rebuffed. 
"We're still 

financially 
healthy, but of 
course we 

hope for government help," Air China Chairman Kong 
Dong told reporters during a ceremony to open its first 
office in Taiwan. "But even if we don't get any help, 
we'll still be able to weather the current crisis." 
 
China's overseas contractual projects up 24.8% 
since year end 
China's overseas contractual projects stood at 7.96 
billion U.S. dollars in the first two months of 2009, 
Ministry of Commerce (MOC) spokesman Yao Jian 
said recently. The figure was up 24.8% year-on-year 
despite the world economic downturn. He said 
Chinese companies had become more experienced in 
investing in overseas projects.  
 

China steel prices 
drop 
Chinese steelmakers 
chasing business 
from China’s US$ 
585-billion stimulus 
package may have 
upped production too 
quickly and undercut 

their prices, according to the Wall Street Journal. 
Chinese steel prices are sliding since capacity 
utilization increased from 75% to 90% over the last few 
months. China’s largest steelmakers, Baosteel and 
Angang Steel, have restarted idle mills or plan to 
increase production, the newspaper said. 

Photo: biglobe.ne 

Photo: naa.gov.au 

Photo: compendiumblog.com 
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China issues new rules to promote, regulate 
outbound investment  

China's 2009 trade surplus widens to US$ 18.6 
billion in March 

The Chinese Ministry of Commerce issued regulations 
of overseas investment in a bid to encourage Chinese 
companies to be more ambitious on "going 
international" and improve their compliance with laws 
of host countries and their performance on corporate 
social responsibility. According to the rules, the 
Ministry of Commerce will only review applications for 
overseas investment at or above US$ 100 million or 
investment in particular countries, including those 
without diplomatic relationship with China and other 
countries on a list to be issued. Investments involving 
more than one country or region or investment with 
special purposes are also subject to the approval of 
the Ministry of Commerce.  

China's trade surplus widened to US$ 18.6 billion in 
March as exports contracted at a slower pace than 
imports, according to official data released. The data 
indicated that exports, a key driver of the mainland's 
economy, deteriorated for a fifth straight month. The 
report citing General Administration of Customs figures, 
estimates that monthly exports contracted 17.1%, to 
US$ 90.29 billion, from March 2008, while imports 
were down 25.1% to US$ 71.73 billion from a year-
earlier. 
 
China to spend US$10 billion in next phase of 
Stimulus Plan 

Photo: Wordpress.com 

As part of the next phase of its stimulus plan, Beijing is 
set to spend US$ 10.3 billion to be used mostly for 
infrastructure projects. The amount is part of the total 
US$ 586 billion stimulus package announced by 
Beijing last November to help the economy cope with 
the global credit crisis.  

 
Sinopec results 
show China oil 
demand still weak  
Top Asian refiner 
Sinopec Corp's 3.3% 
cut in first-quarter 
refinery output has 
helped thin China's 
swelling fuel stocks, 

 
 
China clears 
bloggers who 
criticized government 

Photo: Xinhua 

Two Chinese bloggers 
separately detained for 
writing online about 
government corruption 
have had their charges 

dropped by police in recent weeks. The cases reflect a 
possible move by Beijing to allow more free speech, 
though within clear limits. Corruption has long plagued 
China's government, especially in rural areas, and 
allowing victims to express grievances online and 
elsewhere could help curb the problem. 

but a steep 12% fall in fuel sales points to yet 
lacklustre fuel demand in the Asian giant. Oil officials 
and analysts said it was premature to predict a firm 
rebound for fuel demand. "Demand is still quite weak, 
judging from the double-digit fall in fuel sales of market 
dominator Sinopec," said Yan Kefeng of Cambridge 
Energy Research Associates. 

Photo: Economist.com 

 
Foreign Direct Investment in China Falls 15.8% on 
Global Crisis  
Foreign direct investment in China fell for a fifth month 
in February as companies trimmed spending to 
weather the worst financial crisis since the Great 
Depression. Investment dropped 15.8% to US$ 5.83 
billion from a year earlier, the commerce ministry said 
at a briefing in Beijing today. That compared with a 
32.6% decline in January.  

 
 
Iran, China sign $3.2 billion gas deal 
State TV says Iran and China have signed a $3.2 
billion gas deal to produce more than 10 tons of liquid 
natural gas. The deal was signed in Tehran between 
Iran LNG Company and a Chinese-led consortium, the 
report said. The Chinese company will build a line to 
liquefy gas in Phase 12 of the giant South Pars Gas 
Field in southern Iran.  

 
China to send 
more purchasing 
missions overseas  

Photo: Xinhua 

 
China will send 
more commercial 
missions overseas 
to make purchases  

Sourced from: New York Times, Forbes, Financial Times Online, 

wsj.com, Reuters, People Daily Online, E-Taiwan News, Google, 

Xinhua News, Marketwatch.com, China Briefing.com 

and investments 
this year, 

Commerce Minister Chen Deming said. “China won’t 
turn to protectionism just because of some temporary 
difficulties in its economic development,” Chen said at 
a London briefing after Group of 20 policy makers 
agreed on steps to combat a global recession.  
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China and Africa 
The latest updates on China’s involvement on the African continent. 
 
China assesses Mulungushi textile factory 
Chinese textile experts are assessing the Zambia China 
Mulungushi Textile factory in Kabwe to ascertain the 
viability of the facility. Defence Minister, George 
Mpombo, says the team, which was in the country 
recently, is assessing the production capacity of the 
textile plant. Over one thousand workers lost their jobs 
after the Kabwe factory closed about two years ago. 
 

China negotiates 
biofuels hectares with 
Zambia 
China has asked 
Zambia to plant 2 
million hectares of 
jatropha for the 
production of biofuels. 
If agreed it will become 

one of the biggest farming land projects by an Asian 
country in Africa. Chinese markets are eager for crops 
grown in Africa; and this project will use the jatropha 
plant, which is a non-food crop whose oil can be used to 
produce biodiesel. However debates over whether the 
money, jobs and expertise they bring will help or exploit 
the world’s poorest continent are speculated. 
 
China extends Niger a US$ 95 million loan for 
uranium project 
China has granted Niger a US$ 95 million preferential 
loan to boost a uranium mining project the two countries 
have in the West African state, according to Niger's 
government. Niger's government is a 33% joint-venture 
partner with the China National Uranium Corporation 
(SINO-U) in the SOMINA uranium mining operation, due 
to come on line by 2010, with a projected annual output 
of about 700 tonnes. 
 
China will not accept proposal to sell Guinea mining 
rights 
Reports have emerged claiming that Wang Fuwen, 
president of Chinalco Overseas Holdings, told reporters 
that China had refused a proposal to buy an African iron 
ore mining program right owned by RioTinto. Reports 
continue that the Chinese government encourages 
domestic enterprises to invest in Africa, but also takes 
international influences led by the relevant investment to 
consideration, hence the decision to turn down the 
proposal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Economy minister 
launches stone for 
Dundo District's 
urbanisation  
Angola's minister of the 
Economy, Manuel 
Nunes Júnior, 
launched the 
foundation stone for 
the urbanisation project 
of the new Dundo City. The new infrastructure will 
occupy an area of five million square kilometres and 500 
hectares. The new city will have about 20 000 
residences, including some seven-storey buildings, 
adding that this will stimulate the development of the 
province. Some of the works will be carried out by the 
Chinese firm "Pan-China construction Ltd". The minister 
added that this project is expected to generate about a 
thousand jobs for young people. 

Photo: Angop 

Photo: Google 

 
Chinese multiple unit trains to be exported to Africa  
Two internal-combustion engine-powered train units, 
which will be exported to the Republic of Ghana, recently 
came off the production line of the CNR Tangshan 
Railway Vehicle Company (TRC) in China. This marks 
the first time China will export self-propelled passenger 
train products to Africa. The multiple unit trains will be 
shipped from the Tianjin Port at the end of March and 
arrive at Ghana's largest port, the Port of Tema, at the 
end of April. They will run between Accra, Ghana's 
capital, and Tema. 
 
Eritrean President 
Holds Talks With 
PRC Delegation 
Eritrean President 
Isaias Afwerki 
received a 
delegation from the 
People's Republic 
of China headed by 
Mr. Lu 
Quingcheng, Vice President of the China-Africa 
Development Fund recently. President Isaias explained 
that the Eritrean government is endeavouring relentlessly 
to achieve food security and expand communication 
services in Eritrea. In this connection, he informed the 
delegation that there exists wide investment opportunities 
in the country. 

Photo: People Daily 
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Chinese deputy minister heads delegation to 
Mozambique, Angola and Portugal 
China’s Deputy Trade Minister, Jiang Zengwei, recently 
made a trip to Mozambique, Angola and Portugal to 
strengthen economic and trade relations between China 
and the three Portuguese-speaking countries. The 
political and business delegation included a dozen 
Chinese businesspeople, as well as nine from Macau. 
The delegation remained in Mozambique until the end of 
March until a part of the delegation headed for Lisbon 
and the other, led by Jiang Zengwei, visited Angola. 
 

China to replace 
Nigerian satellite  
China Great Wall 
Industry Corporation 
(CGWIC) president Yin 
Liming said the new 

Nigerian 
Communication 

Satellite 1R 
(NIGCOMSAT-1R) will be launched from a Long March 
3B vehicle at the Xichang Satellite Launch Centre in 
Sichuan province in the fourth quarter of 2011. China will 
not charge Nigeria for the replacement satellite, which is 
designed to remain operational for 15 years, he said. The 
defunct NIGCOMSAT-1 stopped operating because the 
solar array drive assembly failed, Yin said at the signing 
ceremony.  
 
China appeals for comprehensive solution to Darfur 
issue   
China has called for a comprehensive solution to the 
issue of Darfur. "The issue of Darfur is multi-faceted and 
complex," Liu Zhenmin, China's deputy permanent 
representative to the United Nations, told the council in a 
public meeting. “It encompasses areas such as political 
process, deployment of peacekeepers, humanitarian 
relief, judicial justice and economic reconstruction,” he 
said.  
 

Chinese explorers 
begin Sahara Tour in 
Accra 
Ghana was the 
starting point of an 88-
day expedition by the 
Yunnan Committee of 
the Chinese People's 
Political Consultative 
Conference (CPPCC) 

in Kunming. The expedition will cross seven countries in 
all: Ghana, Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Algeria, Libya and 
Egypt, where the journey will end at the Red Sea. This 
will be the first time a Chinese team will be crossing the 
Sahara from west to east.  
 
Chinese trade delegation visits Cote d'Ivoire   
A delegation of the China Council for Promotion of 
International Trade (CCPIT) arrived in Abidjan, the  

 
capital of Cote d'Ivoire, recently for a three-day visit to 
follow up a blueprint set in 2006 between China and 
West African countries. The Chinese delegation headed 
by CCPIT Vice-Chairman Zhang Wei has been on a 
mission since mid-March to boost cooperation with the 
Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS), according to a communiqué released by the 
regional bloc.  
 
Angola/China bilateral commission meets  
The fourth session of Angola-China Inter-governmental 
Bilateral Commission gathered recently in Luanda. 
According to a communiqué issued by the Foreign Affair 
Ministry, the meeting was chaired by the Angolan deputy 
minister of Foreign Affairs, Exalgina Gâmboa and by 
Chinese vice-minister of Trade, Jiang Zengwei. During 
the meeting, an assessment of the bilateral cooperation 
between the two countries and drafted future actions for 
the 2009-2010 term was carried out.    

Photo: ITNewsAfrica.com  
Angolan airline 
increases number of 
flights to China  
Linhas Aéreas de Angola 
(Taag) increased the 
number of flights to 
Beijing from two to three 
per week as of 7 April, 
according to the 

company’s 
Communication department. Quoted by Angolan news 
agency Angop, the airline’s statement indicated that the 
company would fly to Beijing on Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays. The company began flying direct to 
Beijing in October 2008. 

Photo:Flickr.com 

 
Angolan delegation ends visit to China  
A delegation of the Angolan government led by the 
minister of Public Works, Higino Carneiro, conducted a 
three-day work visit to the People's Republic of China. 
The head of the Angolan ministerial delegation did not 
make declarations to the local press, but reports suggest 
that the three-day visit to Beijing was based on the 
reinforcement of the bilateral cooperation between 
Angola and China in favour of the national reconstruction 
process. 
 
China Seeks Larger Africa Investments, China-
Africa’s Fung Says  
China-Africa Development Fund will seek larger 
investments on the continent as it becomes more 
comfortable with the local environment, said Mark Fung, 
general counsel of the state-backed group. The fund’s 
investments currently range from US$5 million to US$25 
million, Fung said at the GaimAsia 2009 hedge fund 
conference in Hong Kong.  

Photo: iStock 
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Nigeria & China strengthen relations 
The Vice President of Nigeria, Dr. Goodluck Ebele 
Jonathan has described ties between Nigeria and China 
as a long history of warm and cordial relationship with 
strategic benefits for both countries, economically and 
politically. The Vice-President however advised China 
not to make the same mistake older economies made by 
not carrying developing countries along, considering that 
Nigeria was also a strong player in world politics. He was 
speaking at a dinner welcoming a Chinese delegation 
from the Ministry of Religious Affairs in Beijing. 
 
 

China’s ZTE in US$25 
million project in 
Malawi 
One of China’s leading 
global providers of 

telecommunications 
equipment and network 
solutions, state owned 
ZTE, has received a 

US$ 25 million tender in Malawi which includes provision 
of government security systems. ZTE claims to have the 
widest and most complete product range in the world—
covering every sector of the wire line, wireless, service 
and terminal markets with 500 operators in more than 
140 countries worldwide, including Malawi. 
 
Sino-Egyptian Economic Zone to Be Completed in 
2018 
Construction of the Suez Economic and Trade 
Cooperation Zone, a key project of the Forum on China-
African Cooperation, is expected to be finished around 
2018, reports a Chinese source in Tianjin. The zone 
reflected China's willingness to invest in Africa and help 
develop the continent, Yang Zhiqiang, president of the 
Tianjin Economic & Technological Development Area 
Suez International Cooperation Company, told an 
investment forum.  
 
China-Africa 
Development 
Fund opens 
SA office  
The South 
African 
Department of 
Trade and 
Industry and 
the China-
Africa Development Fund (CADF) signed a 
memorandum of understanding in Johannesburg last 
month. At the same time, the CADF opened its 
representative office in South Africa. Then South African 
deputy Trade and Industry Minister Elizabeth Thabethe  
stated that areas covered by the MoU included mining, 
energy, infrastructure and information and 
communications technology. 
 

 
Troubled South African diamond junior KCM in talks 
with Chinese  
Troubled South African diamond junior Kimberley 
Consolidated Mining (KCM) is in talks with a Chinese 
suitor. KCM said recently that it had entered into 
negotiations with the China National Geological and 
Mining Company. This followed recent reports about 
decisions it had taken to scale down active mining and 
prospecting operations at its Bo-Karoo mine, dispose of 
some equipment to improve cash flow and revert to 
equipment hire. 
 
China to add 1.8 million barrels of African crude to 
reserves  
China will import 1.8 million barrels of African crude in 
April 2008 for the government's strategic reserve, said a 
trade source, as it capitalises on low prices to add to 
already swollen state stockpiles. The purchase, news of 

which comes after an 
industry official said in 
early March that China's 
emergency tanks are 
already filled to the brim, 
may suggest that stock 
levels have begun to 
ease after two months of 
low crude imports. 

Photo: ZTE 

Photo: Daily Life 

 
Chinese businesspeople plan to invest in Angola’s 
Malanje    
Businesspeople associated to state Chinese investment 
group CITIC plan to invest in the Angolan Province of 
Malanje in the agri-livestock and industrial sectors, 
Angolan news agency Angop reported. Angop said that 
the delegation made up of businesspeople and officials 
from the CITIC and the China Development Bank, which 
funds projects, had met Monday in the city of Malanje 
with provincial officials in order to obtain information 
about the province’s potential, including its water 
resources, arable land, soil fertility and most important 
crops. 
 
Beijing to boost spending in Africa fund  
China is to pump a further US$ 2 billion into its African 
investment fund earlier than planned to snap up 
opportunities left by the hasty retreat of western investors 
from the continent. Since its launch in late 2006, the 
China-African Development Fund has invested US$ 400 
million. It expected to have spent most of its initial capital 
of US$ 1billion by the end of the year, as much as two 
years ahead of schedule, said Chi Jianxin, fund chief 
executive.  

Photo: Xinhua News 

 
Delegation of Macau bankers visits Mozambique  
A delegation of bankers from Macau visited Mozambique 
to meet with government officials, banking institutions 
and local companies, the Mozambican Centre for 
Investment Promotion (CPI) told news agency 
Macauhub. According to CPI, the aim of the visit was to 
open doors to bilateral cooperation and to create contact  
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opportunities to help future business. Mozambique 
received a visit by a Chinese trade delegation at the 
same time, headed by deputy minister Jiang Nengwei, 
with businesspeople from mainland China and Macau. 
 
Zambian power station put into operation  
The 330-kilovolt Lumwana substation in Zambia, was 
recently put into operation and has started to supply 
power to local copper mines, according to the State-
owned Assets Supervision and Administration 
Commission (SASAC). It was contracted to be built by 
the Electric Power of Henan under the State Grid 
Corporation of China (SGCC). Zambian President 
Rupiah Banda attended the ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

 
China to Finance 
Angola's Housing & 
Agriculture Projects   
Angolan Prime Minister 
Antonio Paulo Kassoma 
and the Chinese 
ambassador to Angola 
met in Luanda recently 

to discuss China's financial aid to Angola's housing and 
agricultural projects. Zhang said China is also interested 
in cooperating with Angola in the implementation of sea- 
& airport, telecommunications and agriculture projects.  
 
Chinese Group widens investment in Angola         
Chinese group CITIC International Contracting wants to 
widen its investments in Angola with regards to 
petroleum, mining and agriculture, the group's Vice 
President, Mr. Wang Jiang Sheng, said. Wang added 
that CITIC International Contracting group was one of the 
biggest in China and it would be involved in the 
construction of infrastructure such as roads in Angola. 
This announcement follows the group’s involvement in a 
construction project since August 2008.The project aims 
to build 20,000 apartments in the town of Kilamba Kiaxi 
in the Angolan capital of Luanda and is said to be worth 
US$ 3.5 billion. 

 
Zambia to choose 
new Luanshya 
copper mine 
investor 
Zambia will select a 
new investor for 
Luanshya Copper 
Mines (LCM) next 
week after receiving 

bids from India's Vedanta Resources Plc, China's NFC 
Africa and two local firms. Mines minister, Mr. Maxwell 
Mwale, said London-listed Vedanta, NFC Africa and local 
firms Exco Corporation and Luanshya Minerals 
Resources had submitted bids for LCM. Vedanta already 
operates Zambia's largest copper producer, the Konkola 
Copper Mines, and NFC Africa operates the Chambishi  
 

copper mine. The successful bidder will be offered 75 
percent equity in LCM. 
 
Standard Bank, ICBC to fund Botswana power plant   
Standard Bank and Industrial and Commercial Bank of 
China (ICBC) will finance the expansion of a coal power 
station in Botswana for US$ 825 million over 20 years. 
Standard Bank, which is 20% owned by ICBC, said the 
firms would also provide a US$ 140-million bridge 
finance facility for Morupule B Power Station in eastern 
Botswana. The deal is the first major transaction between 
Standard Bank and ICBC, and was backed by a 
guarantee from Botswana's ministry of finance. 
 
Angola’s Bengo province to have a further 100 
factories  

Photo: hxss.net One hundred and fifteen factories are due to be built in 
the 2009-2012 period in the municipality of Icolo e 
Bengo, in Angola's Bengo province, using funding from 
Banco de Comércio e Indústria and the credit line from 
China. The Bengo provincial director for Industry, 
Commerce, Tourism and Hotels, Rolina Jericota said that 
in order to build the companies two industrial hubs would 
be created, one of 
which in Bom Jesus (in 
the Icolo e Bengo 
municipality) and 
another in Viana 
(Luanda). It would be 
known as the 
Luanda/Bengo 
economic area, and 
employ almost 5,000 
people. 

Photo:aaei.org 

 
Mozambique develops airport ahead of 2010 World 
Cup  
Mozambique recently signed a contract worth US$ 75 
million with China's Anhui Foreign Construction Group to 
renovate Maputo International Airport ahead of the FIFA 
World Cup finals taking place in neighbouring South 
Africa in 2010. The Chinese have also injected US$ 60 
million to construct a stadium in Maputo in the hope of 
attracting Portuguese-speaking teams in 2010. 
 
Egypt attaches importance to Egypt-China relations  
The Egyptian Foreign Ministry spokesman Hossam Zaki 
said that Egypt attaches great importance to the Egypt-
China relations, and both countries should continue to 
step up their strategic ties of cooperation. "Egypt is 
interested in coordinating and consulting with China in 
different regional topics on the Middle East and other 
topics on the international issues," he added.  

Photo: stu.cofc.gov 

 
 
Sourced from: Reuters, znbc.co.za, Biofuels News, People Daily, 

Macau Hub, Xinhua News, Allafrica.com, Portalangop.co.ao, Financial 

Post, Bloomberg, Triumph News, PunchNG.com, This Day Online, 

FT.com, Afriquejet.com 
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The China Forum - Recent Events  

5th UNWTO International Conference on Tourism Statistics- 30th March- 2nd 
April 2009 
 
Dr. Lixia Zhao, Xiamen University and Deputy Director of the Confucius Institute at 

Stellenbosch University, attended the 5th United Nations World Tourism 

Organization (UNWTO) International Conference on Tourism Statistics hosted by 

the Government of Indonesia in Bali from 30th March to 2nd April 2009. The 

conference titled "Tourism: An Engine for Employment Creation" was supported 

by the UN Statistics Division (UNSD) of the Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs (DESA), the International Labor Organisation (ILO) and the Organization 

for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). 
 
CCS attends North-South Infrastructure Corridor Conference, Lusaka, 
Zambia, 6th -7th April 2009  

 

From the 6th to the 7th April 2009, Ms Hannah Edinger, CCS Economist, and Tracy 

Hon, CCS Projects Manager, attended the high-level North-South Corridor 

conference in Lusaka, Zambia. The High Level Conference allowed the 

Chairpersons of COMESA, EAC and SADC Authorities to outline the critical 

underpinnings for rolling out the various projects and programmes that constitute 

the North South Corridor Model Aid for Trade Programme. 

 

 CABRI Seminar in Senegal – 8 April 2009 
 
On the 8th April 2009, Dr. Martyn Davies, CCS Executive Director, attended the 5th 

annual CABRI Seminar on Strengthening Budget Practices in Africa in Dakar, 

Senegal, which was co-hosted by the Senegalese Ministry of Economy and 

Finance. Key issues discussed at the seminar included the effects of external 

financing on the development of capital budgeting systems, and China’s role in 

boosting infrastructure spending and development through complex project 

financing arrangements. 

 

CCS China Forum – 20th April 2009 
 
On the 20th of April Professor Stephen Chan, Professor of International Relations 

at the School of Oriental & African Studies, University of London gave a 

presentation titled “China and Africa: Not the Extent of China's Need but the Limits 

of China's Capacity and Africa's Sagacity” at Stellenbosch University.  

 

 

Photo (Left to Right):, Ms. Johanna 
Jansson (CCS), Ms. Hayley Herman 
(CCS) and Prof. Stephen Chan (SOAS – 
London) 
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China Bridge Competition 2009- 21st April 2009 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 21st April 2009, Dr Lixia Zhao, Deputy Director of the Confucius Institute, 

attended the 8th Annual China Bridge Competition hosted by the University of the 

Western Cape, Cape Town. Mandarin lecturers from Stellenbosch University's 

Department of Modern Foreign Languages: Mr Lei Feng, Mrs Shang Tuo and Ms 

Wang Mei, also attended while a total of 9 Mandarin students from Stellenbosch 

University participated in the event. The competition is aimed at promoting the 

understanding of Chinese language and culture and testing Chinese language 

proficiency of Mandarin students. The audience was impressed with the excellent 

performance of the Stellenbosch students at the event. 

  

 

 

 

Consultation on EU’s role in democracy building in Africa- 21st -23rd April 
2009 
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Ms Hayley Herman, CCS Research Manager, attended a ‘Consultation on the 

EU’s role in democracy building in Africa’ in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 21st-23rd 

April 2009. The meeting formed part a series of global consultations on the EU’s 

role in democracy building, organized by the International Institute for Democracy 

and Electoral Assistance (IDEA) based in Stockholm, Sweden. The consultation 

brought together senior policy makers, academics, and civil society 

representatives from Africa to brainstorm, exchange experiences and discuss key 

issues relating to the EU, its policies and actions, its relation with Africa and other 

actors on the continent, as well as its role in democracy building.  

 

Photo: Ms. Hayley Herman (CCS) – 
Second from left, second row from the 
front – at the recent Consultation on the 
EU’s role in democracy building in Africa, 
held in Addis Ababa. 
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