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Editorial 
 
China’s “new foray” into Africa after a hiatus for three decades is attracting 

much international attention and contentious debate. China is seemingly 

engaging Africa on new terms – terms that are not shaped by traditional 

powers, nor perhaps even by Africans themselves. China’s foreign aid forms 

an integral component of this paradigm. 

 

In 2000 a new vehicle was created, the Forum for China-Africa Cooperation 

(FOCAC) housed within China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, to coordinate 

Chinese foreign and aid policy objectives toward Africa.  

 

While it is often a challenging task to evaluate the aid policy and practice of the 

Chinese Government to Africa, the Centre for Chinese Studies embarked upon 

a large study in the latter part of 2007 that was designed to outline the main 

drivers of China’s developmental assistance, with emphasis on South-South 

Cooperation, a focus on the intersection of the aid and commercial incentives, 

political drivers of engagement, as well as the issue of conditionality. 

 

The strategic shift in international relations between China and Africa is 

attracting a great deal of interest and commentary. It is imperative that this 

engagement be channelled toward the development of African economies and 

societies. This, however, is as much the responsibility of Africans themselves 

as it is the Chinese. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Dr Martyn J. Davies 

Executive Director, Centre for Chinese Studies 
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Policy Watch 

How China delivers development assistance to 
Africa 

   

By Hannah Edinger 

In mid-2007 the Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS) at Stellenbosch University 

embarked on a research project to gather information and gain insight into 

China’s aid policies vis-à-vis Africa. The research, prepared for and funded by 

the UK Department of International Development (DFID) in Beijing is intended 

to inform both Chinese and traditional donor efforts toward the continent. The 

report, completed in February 2008, has been launched in Beijing, China (27th 

March 2008) and Johannesburg, South Africa (31st March 2008). 

 

China’s venture into Africa represents a new approach to the continent that the 

Centre for Chinese Studies has termed China’s “coalition engagements” in 

Africa – a collaborative state-business approach to foreign policy. China’s 

foreign aid forms an integral component of this paradigm. 

 

China’s aid policy 
The turn of the millennium marked the prioritisation of Africa in Chinese foreign 

policy thinking, which underwent a dramatic shift. The continent had not 

received attention from China to this extent since the 1970s. As “China Inc.” 

started to internationalise post 1998, Africa became a strategic focus for 

Chinese outward-bound companies, especially in the extractive industries. 

Beijing accorded Africa renewed importance. This resulted in the 

conceptualisation and creation of the Forum for China-Africa Cooperation 

(FOCAC). 

 

Through FOCAC, China’s Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Commerce are 

starting to align their respective responsibilities toward more effective 

coordination and implementation of a Chinese foreign and aid policy toward 

Africa. This attempt at formulating a coherent foreign policy between two 

government departments is playing out in Africa but this joint departmental 

coordination is being made more difficult by the dramatic increase in aid 

spending by Beijing.  
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The government of the People’s Republic of China has a broad and, at times, 

vague definition of what constitutes foreign aid. While there may be gradual 

alignment of Chinese aid with the OECD-DAC’s definition of the constitution of 

“aid” over the medium term, some unique components of China’s approach will 

remain. The monitoring of aid commitments and implementation thereof is 

proving difficult, even for the Ministry of Commerce, as well as government 

think-tanks. 

 

China’s approach has been one of mutual respect, also awarding small African 

countries with relatively little economic or political significance, with aid and 

investment support. However, it is likely that resource-rich countries such as 

Angola, Sudan, Nigeria and Zambia, as well as more politically strategic 

countries, such as South Africa, Ethiopia and Egypt, are priority countries in 

China’s broader African engagement. 

 

Figures on China’s aid disbursements to Africa remain vague. In absence of a 

central aid agency, the lack of general time series data on aid flows and the 

non-transparent nature of Chinese loans complicate the process of defining, 

calculating and monitoring China’s development assistance to the continent. 

 

Types of Chinese aid 
The Chinese Government delivers bilateral aid in terms of grants, interest-free 

loans and concessional loans and the aid policy formulation process for these 

is outlined and discussed in the report. China EXIM Bank (Export-Import Bank 

of China), one of China’s three policy banks and the sole provider of 

concessional financing, had financed over 300 projects in Africa by mid-2007, 

constituting almost 40 percent of its loan book.  

 

The Bank’s lending practices are often linked to China’s foreign aid policy 

through the provision of concessional loans, mostly to infrastructure 

development. The recent MOU between China EXIM Bank and the World Bank 

holds out the promise of donor collaboration between both institutions in 

African infrastructure programmes of which the first potential project for 

cooperation is said to be the Mphanda Nkuwa Dam in Mozambique. 

 

Extending financing on commercial terms is handled by the China 

Development Bank. In May 2007, the Bank was designated to manage the 

US$ 5 billion China-Africa Development Fund announced at the FOCAC 2006 

Summit. Even though it is termed a “development” fund, it has been put in 

place to finance the market entry of Chinese firms into the African economy. 
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Part of China’s strategic industrial plan toward Africa is to establish five 

preferential trade and industrial zones for Chinese business entry in Africa. 

Located in Zambia, Mauritius, Egypt, Nigeria, and possibly Tanzania, this 

initiative emanated from the Beijing Action Plan announced at FOCAC 2006. A 

financing and infrastructure component of these zones will be categorised as 

foreign aid by the Ministry of Commerce at the next FOCAC summit to be held 

in late 2009 in Cairo. 

 

Case studies 
The research project also incorporated in-market visits to Ethiopia, Ghana and 

Zambia to explore the state of China’s assistance in these states.  

 

In Ethiopia, China is providing assistance across various fields and has 

become an important development partner for the country. Whilst Chinese 

engagement in the east African country initially emerged in the construction 

sector, controlling 50-60 percent of road construction, China has made 

commercial inroads into the manufacturing industry. China’s development 

assistance was considered to be making a significant contribution to Ethiopia’s 

development priorities. The Chinese are commended for the skilled work ethics 

they displayed in executing their duties. Others believe that the Chinese were 

more appropriate development partners because they are seen as being 

responsive to Ethiopia’s needs. The sense is that Ethiopia could learn valuable 

lessons from China’s poverty reduction strategies. 

 

Compared to Ethiopia, Ghana has been awarded several loan agreements 

across the construction and infrastructure sectors. Overall, the country is 

confronted with a major infrastructure financing gap. The construction of the 

Bui Dam, financed by China EXIM Bank, is the single largest Chinese financial 

commitment to Ghana to date and will have a significant impact on the power 

generation capacity of the country. It appears that since the inception of the 

FOCAC process in 2000 China’s bilateral development assistance to Ghana 

has certainly seen significant gains for the country. Yet there are inherent 

concerns about whether what China construes as development assistance is 

not actually masking a more embedded approach of commercial interests.  

 

In Zambia, Chinese companies have been involved in more than 35 aid 

projects in agriculture and infrastructure development. This has included the 

construction of the Government Complex and more recently the construction of 

the first Chinese Special Economic Zone in Africa, in the Chambishi copper 

belt. Zambia represents an interesting intersection between China’s 

development assistance, trade and investment interests. Moreover, it provides 
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a platform to explore how the resource factor may be seen as a significant 

vector in China’s deepening involvement in Zambia. The establishment of the 

Special Economic Zone through aid and investment financing indemnifies 

China’s long term economic interests in the resource-rich country. 

 
Recommendations 
In conclusion, the authors provide recommendations to relevant stakeholders 

that are engaged in the aid process. Recommendations for African countries 

include developing a better understanding of the Chinese approach to aid; 

facilitating regional coordination; avoiding poor coordination which may lead to 

Chinese aid fatigue; avoiding the division of traditional and emerging donors; 

strengthening the African voice; improving the reporting mechanisms within 

recipient countries as well as aid monitoring; and improving debt reporting.  

 

For the Chinese Government, recommendations are structured around 

managing aid policy efficiently; cooperation with traditional donors; greater 

transparency in the aid system; broadening the FOCAC constituency; and 

engaging African institutions.  

 

Traditional donors are encouraged to work towards constructive partnerships; 

to avoid political suspicion; as well as to coordinate and pursue dialogue 

around harmonisation to build a partnership for Africa to meet the MDGs.  

 

All attempts to de-couple foreign policy agendas and matters pertaining to aid 

to Africa should be pursued. Progress toward this can only be made through 

ongoing dialogue and interaction between all stakeholders involved. 

 

The full report is available on the CCS website (www.ccs.org.za). 
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  Commentary 
 
Chinese development assistance to Africa:  
Implications and challenges 

         
 By Penny Davies 

 
China’s role as an increasingly important donor, part of its overall cooperation 

with African countries, is generating huge interest among traditional donors 

and other development actors. Questions are therefore raised on how China 

conducts its aid and how it reviews its effectiveness. However, questions also 

arise on how traditional donors and African countries should act in response to 

this unfolding dynamic in the international aid architecture.  

 

China’s aid 
At the Forum for China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) meeting in Beijing two 

years ago, China made the commitment to double its 2006 assistance to Africa 

by 2009. However, China does not disclose how much aid it gives, so in 

practice it is unknown what the doubling will mean in figures. The intriguing 

reasons given by Chinese scholars and officials as to why figures are not made 

public, can be grouped into two clusters: one being, that the government is 

cautious or unwilling to report the figures, for example because it is said to be 

sensitive for the recipients and up to them to disclose the figures. The second 

being that the government in fact might not itself know the exact figure, for 

instance because of the many actors involved and the lack of a clear definition 

of aid, which has not been separated from other types of economic 

cooperation. Various estimates show that China is still not a huge donor to 

Africa, but that it is steadily expanding. 

 

It is clear that the lack of transparency is a challenge, both to the ability to 

measure the effectiveness of individual projects, and to being able to assess 

global aid pledges against targets based on needs, where China clearly has a 

role to play.  It can also be argued that it is in China’s self interest to increase 

transparency, as the lack of it invites unnecessary suspicion. A small but 

growing body of research has however thrown some light on Chinese aid 

modalities (grants, interest free loans and subsidized concessional loans), 

while questions still remain on for example compilation of loans and grants, to 

which countries China directs its assistance, according to what criteria etc.  
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What is needed? 
Regardless, a number of conclusions can be drawn from China’s assistance, 

and its cooperation at large, which have implications not only for the China-

Africa partnership but for international development finance policies and 

diplomacy. 

 

First, traditional donors and partners to Africa need to adapt and act 

strategically so as not to be left by the wayside. However, this is no 

competition. Rather, traditional donors need to think of what this new dynamic 

entails for their bilateral policies on China - for instance how to identify areas 

for mutual experience sharing and cooperation including on aid policies. They 

also need to consider what it means for their relations with African countries; 

how best to support African countries in seizing the opportunities and 

addressing the challenges of China’s engagement. Within multilateral 

frameworks, traditional donors should try to engage China on a number of 

issues crucial for development. This is being done to some extent, but efforts 

need to increase. 

 

Second, triangular dialogue approaches are needed between Chinese, African 

and traditional donors. African countries are key in setting the agenda and in 

defining what they would like in terms of support from China and traditional 

donors, and how they could complement each other to avoid proliferation and 

maximise benefits. Additionally, triangular dialogues are needed not just 

between governments, as it is clear that the many aspects of the Sino-African 

cooperation raise issues of global concern in which many stakeholders have a 

legitimate interest, not least local communities, and which need collective 

responses where different stakeholders can play a constructive role. Space 

should be given to civil society organisations to engage in dialogues, for 

instance within the Forum on China Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) processes, 

and to put forward constructive proposals as well as holding their governments 

to account.  

 

One key area where dialogue and action are needed is on responsible 

financing practices, including lending and borrowing. It is clear that China’s role 

as a lender and donor to Africa has triggered a debate on what constitutes a 

responsible transfer of resources. The debate has sometimes been a non-

constructive finger pointing where traditional donors have accused China of 

threatening the debt sustainability of poor borrowing countries as well as 

ignoring social and environmental safeguards. China in turn has responded 

that their lending is contributing to the economic development of African 

countries. 
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Regardless of the merits of the arguments, the debate as such should be 

welcomed. In the best case scenario it could result in traditional donors 

stepping up their commitments and reforming some of the existing 

mechanisms which fall short of providing a long term solution to the debt crisis, 

as well as result in an agreement with China on debt sustainability and other 

aspects of responsible lending. Civil society organisations are calling for and 

have presented suggestions for a global “responsible financing charter”, which 

would include aspects such as fair procedures, transparency, and the 

safeguarding of human rights and the environment etc. in recipient nations. 

China needs to become part of such initiatives. 

 

Challenges ahead 
Looking at traditional donors/western countries, it is clear that they would be 

much better placed to engage China if they practiced what they preach, 

including delivering on aid pledges, which are sadly lagging behind, and also 

delivering so called economic partnership agreements (EPAs) that are truly 

development friendly, which is not the case today. This is important regardless 

of engaging with China or not, but it is clear that China is very sensitive to one-

sided criticism when there seem to be double standards involved. 

 

Looking at China, a key challenge in its role as a donor and partner to African 

countries is its much debated so called no political strings attached policy. It is 

true that this policy is seen as a positive stance by many African governments, 

in contrast to the intrusive and burdensome conditions of for example the 

World Bank and IMF. However, it is also true that this policy risks resulting in a 

strengthening of repressive regimes/elites, weakening social and 

environmental standards and efforts to combat corruption and promote good 

governance. There is at times a stark contrast between the Chinese rhetoric of 

brotherhood with African people, and some of the criticism coming from African 

citizens. China will need to move away from this non interference approach, 

based on an interpretation of ownership as something exclusively government 

centred, and move towards a broad based concept of ownership where the 

perspectives of citizens and civil society are taken into account. This is crucial 

to their ability to deliver effective aid, targeting those who need it most. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Penny Davies is author of the 
report ’China and the end of 
poverty – towards mutual 
benefit?’ published in 2007 by 
Diakonia and European Network 
on Debt and Development 
(EURODAD). This article is based 
on parts of the report. 
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Business Briefs 
 
The Business Briefs section summarises key events regarding China’s economy during the month of  
April. 
 

Pakistan signs contract with Chinese firm for 
power project The Pakistan government signed a 

contract with a Chinese firm to set up a power project 

as part of its plans to generate 2,200 MW within a year 

to cope with a crippling energy shortage in the country. 

Speaking at the ceremony where the contract for the 

525 MW Chichoki Malian combined cycle power 

project was signed, Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gillani 

said his government is committed to ensuring energy 

sufficiency with the least expenditure. The Chichoki 

Malian power plant was approved by the government 

for fast-track implementation by China's Dongfang 

Electric Corporation. The plant will be located in a high 

power demand area.  
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China Construction Bank's 
2007 net profit grows 49 
percent Mainland-based 

banking giant China Construction Bank has recorded a 

net profit of US$ 9.88 billion in 2007, a rise of 49.27 % 

year on year, in line with market expectations. The 

bank, one of the state-owned commercial banking 

giants listed in Hong Kong, had a total operating 

income of US$ 31.53 billion in 2007, representing an 

increase of 45.6 % from the previous year. According 

to Zhang Jianguo, president of the bank, the bank 

enjoyed sound prospects thanks to ongoing 

transformation despite of challenges arising from both 

international and domestic uncertainties. 

China's Datang International Power signs coal gas 
joint venture agreement Datang International Power 

Generation Co Ltd said it has signed an Inner 

Mongolia coal gas joint venture agreement with China 

Datang Corp, Beijing Gas Group Co Ltd and New 

Horizon Capital. Total investment in the coal gas 

project is about 18.78 billion yuan. The joint venture's 

registered capital is about 5.63 billion yuan. The coal 

gas project will be located in Chifeng in Inner 

Mongolia. Construction is expected to be completed in 

2012.  

Zhejiang promotes energy-saving tech trading 
China’s first specialty 

market for trading 

energy-saving and 

environment-friendly 

technology opened this 

month in Jiaxing, Zhejiang province. The China 

Energy-saving and Environment-friendly Trade Space 

covers 250,000 sq m and is backed by the Zhejiang 

Zhongcheng Industrial Group. It offers green services 

ranging from technology transfer, research, training 

and product marketing. More than 40,000 businesses 

are involved in the country's environment industry. 

Analysts expect the Jiaxing market to grow quickly in 

the next three to five years, with new legislation on 

Energy Efficiency in place. 

Hancock Says Chinese Mills Want to Invest in Roy 
Hill Hancock Prospecting Pty, controlled by Australia's 

richest woman Gina Rinehart, said Baosteel Group 

Corp. and other Chinese steelmakers want to invest in 

its Roy Hill iron ore project as prices surge to a record. 

Chinese steelmakers are investing in Australia, Africa 

and Brazil as they look for iron ore resources to feed 

expanding mills. The Roy Hill project may hold more 

than 1.6 billion tons of iron ore, according to a 

preliminary estimate. Roy Hill's resources could have 

an iron ore content of 58.9 %. Roy Hill is about 80 

kilometers away from the railway track that BHP 
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Billiton Ltd. uses to ship ore in Western Australia. BHP 

Billiton is the world's third-largest iron ore exporter.  
 
 

Sinopec plans refinery as CNOOC 
moves to compete Sinopec Group has 

proposed building a 300,000 barrel per 

day refinery in Zhejiang province, 

according to a report in China Business News. The 

proposal by the parent of Sinopec Corp, in conjunction 

with the local government, includes a 1 million tonnes 

per year ethylene cracker. The proposal is part of an 

effort to replace small, inefficient plants with large ones 

that often include chemical units to boost 

competitiveness. Meanwhile, oil producer China 

National Offshore Oil Corp. has identified five small 

refineries in Shandong province as takeover targets, 

according to media reports. If CNOOC proceeds with 

all the acquisitions, it could have 20 million tones per 

year of processing capacity in Shandong, challenging 

Sinopec's leading position in the eastern province.  

 

BDL Media Signs Content 
Distribution Agreement with 
Dow Jones More Chinese 

business news is available in 

more places with a new deal 

signed between China-based BDL Media Ltd and Dow 

Jones. Premium Chinese language daily news from 

BDL Media's vertical websites Xinwengao.com, 

ChinaCSR.com, and ChinaHospitalityNews.com is 

now being syndicated via Dow Jones Factiva, 

extending BDL Media's brands to nearly 1.8 million 

enterprise users worldwide. In addition, premium 

English-language daily news from 

ChinaTechNews.com, ChinaCSR.com, 

ChinaNewswire.com and ChinaSourcingNews.com is 

now syndicated to Dow Jones Factiva. With a 

combined database of over 20,000 news articles, each 

of BDL Media's Chinese and English language 

websites are leaders in their respective vertical 

Chinese business news niches. 

 

Wen Jiabao holds talks with 
UAE to boost ties for mutual 
benefit Chinese Premier Wen 

Jiabao met for talks this 

month with Sheikh 

Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President 

and Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates and 

Ruler of Dubai. The UAE plays a significant role as a 

distribution center for Chinese commodities exporting 

to the Middle East and Africa. The two countries have 

cooperated in areas of transport, communication, 

energy and construction. Wen Jiabao said both 

countries are undergoing fast economic development 

and deepening cooperation in the interests of both 

countries. China hopes the two countries can enrich 

the variety of imports and exports, and to expand trade 

volume and two-way investment. After the talks, Wen 

Jiabao and Sheikh Mohammad attended the signing of 

cooperation documents. 

North Korea asks China for massive rice aid North 

Korea recently asked China to provide massive rice 

aid for its hungry people amid a flare-up in tensions 

with South Korea, according to a report of the South 

Korean vernacular daily Hankyoreh. The report came a 

day after North Korea threatened to cut off dialogue 

with South Korea, claiming the peninsula is on the 

brink of another war. "North Korea has recently 

requested massive rice aid from China, which means 

the North has no intent to make a request for rice and 

fertilizer aid from South Korea for the time being," the 

report said.  

Medium-sized banks boost industry China's banking 

industry was boosted over the past year amidst a 

booming economy and the capital market, with 

medium-sized banks achieving the highest growth, 
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China Business News quoted Li Weiqi, a banking 

analyst from the Sinolink Securities, saying. According 

to Li, the top three factors contributing to the growth of 

medium-sized banks are the growing scale of 

business, provision declines, and expansion of net 

interest margin; while large banks and city banks 

benefited most from net interest margin and scale 

growth respectively. Meanwhile, a favorable business 

environment last year provided banks with ample 

capital and lucrative non-interest income. Therefore, 

rapidly growing banks in all businesses surely earned 

more. 

 

China supports multi-
faceted cooperation 
between UN and AU The 

United Nations should carry 

out multi-faceted cooperation 

with the African Union in wide-ranging areas, said 

Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Wang Yi this month at 

the UN Security Council high-level meeting on peace 

and security in Africa. "It should be pursued throughout 

the process of confidence building, conflict prevention, 

peacekeeping, peace building, and sustainable 

development," he stated, adding that "to promote a 

culture of reconciliation and realize the Millennium 

Development Goals will not only help eradicate the 

root causes of conflict, but also provide a solid basis 

for ensuring peace in Africa." Wang noted that China 

supports the UN and its Security Council, Peace 

building Commission, Secretariat and other organs in 

building and strengthening coordination and 

consultation mechanisms at various levels with the AU.  

 

China replaces petrol, diesel oil with bio-ethanol 
fuel in 10 localities South China's Guangxi Zhuang 

Autonomous Region became the 10th Chinese locality 

to have replaced gasoline and diesel oil with bio-

ethanol fuel out of environmental and energy efficiency 

concerns. Petrol stations in all the 14 cities of Guangxi 

have begun to sell bio-ethanol fuel with the aim of 

phasing out traditional petrol and diesel oil completely. 

Guangxi is the first Chinese locality to commercially 

produce ethanol fuel with cassava instead of grain. 

Ethanol fuel is believed to help ease China's energy 

supply bottleneck. It is also believed to help cut carbon 

monoxide and carbon dioxide emissions, by around  

30 % and 10 % respectively. Chinese officials said the 

country's ethanol fuel sales will reach 30 million tonnes 

in 2010 to make up half of the total gasoline supplies.  

Taiwan banks given active signal 
for business on the Chinese 
mainland China's banking 

watchdog, the China Banking 

Regulatory Commission (CBRC), 

has stated that it would "actively" handle applications 

to run business on the Chinese mainland filed by 

corporate institutions that Taiwan banks set up in a 

third region. "For banks incorporated or acquired by 

Taiwanese banks in Hong Kong and Macao, their 

applications to set up branch operations on the 

mainland or buy shares of mainland banks would be 

actively considered within the frame of the Closer 

Economic Partnership Arrangement (CEPA)," said the 

spokesman. Currently, banks across the Straits are not 

allowed to invest in each other. The Chinese mainland 

signed the CEPA agreement with Hong Kong and 

Macao in 2003.  

Annual conference of 
Boao Forum for Asia 
closes The annual 

conference of the Boao 

Forum for Asia (BFA) 

concluded on 13th April 2008 in China's southern 

Hainan Province, after rounds of heated discussion on 

public-private partnerships in green energy sector, 

financial reform and climate change. More than 1,700 

officials, business leaders, intellectuals and journalists 

from around the globe gathered in the scenic town of 

  
13        © Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved. 



  
 The China Monitor 

 
 April 2008 

Boao in Hainan for the three-day conference. During 

the Forum, under the theme of "Green Asia: moving 

towards win-win through changes", the participants 

discussed topics including corporate social 

responsibility, the future of the Internet and the intense 

competition on global markets. Established in 2001, 

the BFA is a pan-Asian platform of dialogue for key 

issues relating to Asia and the world. 

IEA cuts China's oil demand growth 
forecast The International Energy 

Agency (IEA) said this month that 

China's oil consumption this year may 

be lower than expected due to the first 

quarter' snowstorm and shortage of diesel supply. 

IEA cuts China's daily oil demand in 2008 to 7.9 million 

barrels, 7 million barrels lower than below its earlier 

forecast.The new forecast shows that China's oil 

demand in 2008 still increased 4.7 % when compared 

with that in 2007. Taking into account the fuel supply 

shortages and the uncertainty factors brought by the 

Olympic Games, IEA may once again assess the 

above projection. 

China National Chemical Engineering plans listing 
by year China National Chemical Engineering Group 

Corp (CNCEC), a central government-controlled 

enterprise, plans to start a restructuring in May and list 

by the end of 2008, the China Business News 

reported, citing sources close to the matter. The report 

said CNCEC plans to raise about 4-6 billion yuan from 

the listing, but did not give the listing destination. 

CNCEC has built chemical or petrochemical 

production facilities in China and overseas. Its 

international customers include Shell, Exxon, BP, Du 

Pont, BASF, Bayer and Kodak.  

Building links between China 
and Scotland A scheme which 

aims to develop business and 

cultural links between Scotland 

and China was launched this month. The China Now in 

Scotland programme will help industry capitalise on 

the increased interest in China on the back of the 

Beijing Olympics. The business side of China Now in 

Scotland will be run by the long-established China-

Britain Business Council (CBBC). As part of China 

Now, CBBC will hold a number of events to generate 

interest from more Scottish firms. The group also 

wants to encourage Chinese firms to invest in 

Scotland. 

China imposes new visa restrictions China has 

imposed further curbs on visitors, just weeks after it 

stopped issuing multiple-entry visas, Hong Kong travel 

agents have said, sparking concern among the 

business community. "You now need a copy of your 

travel ticket both in and out of the country and a hotel 

voucher before they accept a visa application. Without 

that they will reject it," said Daryl Bending, a travel 

consultant with Concorde Travel. Another agent said 

visitors from 33 countries -- including India, the 

Philippines and Indonesia -- were no longer allowed to 

apply for China visas in Hong Kong and would have to 

apply at their local Chinese embassies. Hong Kong 

residents will still be able to get a short-term visa from 

travel agents to the border city of Shenzhen without 

hotel and travel tickets. But a visa granted at the 

border, popular among those taking day trips to 

Shenzhen for shopping or business, is no longer 

available. Hong Kong has maintained separate legal 

and visa systems since it was returned to China by 

colonial power Britain in 1997.  

Cisco draws up big plan for China 
US computer networking giant Cisco 

Systems aims to grow China into one 

of its top three markets within five years. Company 

Chairman and CEO John Chambers said China, which 

is "in a dynamic state of transition", is emerging as a 

strategic market for Cisco, the world's largest maker of 

routers, switches and other equipment that make up 
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the Internet. The ambitious goal comes on the heels of 

a US$ 16 billion expansion plan for China unveiled by 

Cisco in November. And it comes at a time when 

China is overtaking the United States as the world's 

largest Internet population, and businesses in the 

country are embracing networking technologies, 

especially network-enabled collaborations, to cut costs 

and increase operational efficiency to compete in a 

globalized market. 

US and China to discuss global warming American 

and Chinese clean energy policymakers, researchers, 

business people and investors convened this month in 

San Francisco to start a critical dialogue about global 

warming. The U.S. China Green Energy Conference 

was a one day event, but it was hoped the 

relationships forged during the conference would 

create a future of environmental problem solving.  

End of 2007: China’s direct 
investment abroad US$92 
billion By the end of 2007, 

Chinese enterprises' direct 

investment abroad (non-financial) 

totalled US$ 92.05 billion, according to a statement by 

Zhang Wei, vice president of the China Council for the 

Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT), at the press 

conference of the Second Chinese Enterprises 

Outbound Investment Conference. Since 1998, when 

the central government had proposed a global 

strategy, China's enterprises have been "going global" 

at an accelerated pace, said Zhang Wei. Domestic 

enterprises, especially some strong private enterprises 

show much enthusiasm for developing overseas 

investment. They hope to actively participate in 

international competition; make full use of domestic 

and international resources; and develop the 

international and domestic markets. 

Iran nuclear talks in China fall short of agreement 
Six-nation talks looking to revive nuclear negotiations 

with Iran fell short of agreeing on a new package to 

present Tehran, while Iran's president said he was 

open to talks within limits. The meeting in Shanghai of 

the five permanent members of the UN Security 

Council, plus Germany and an EU representative, was 

a first such meeting for China, which has kept away 

from the spotlight in the dispute. But China's Assistant 

Foreign Minister He Yafei emerged from several hours 

of bargaining to say the diplomats failed to fully agree 

on a fresh plan to offer Iran, which rejected an earlier 

offer of negotiating incentives put to it in 2006. China 

has won widespread praise for hosting six-nation talks 

on North Korea's nuclear program and helping to 

broker agreement between Pyongyang and 

Washington on initial nuclear disarmament steps in 

return for economic and diplomatic rewards. But 

bringing Iran in accord with wary Western powers 

remains beyond China's still limited influence. And 

Beijing must also tend to its own major energy and 

economic stakes in Iran, said Chinese analysts. 

India’s Suzlon Energy gets 
200 MW China orders Indian 

wind turbine maker Suzlon 

Energy Ltd said a subsidiary 

had received orders totalling 

nearly 200 megawatts (MW) of capacity for projects in 

China. Suzlon Energy (Tianjin) Ltd, a wholly-owned 

subsidiary, had received orders from Ao Lu Jia New 

Energy Development Ltd for 148.5 MW of wind turbine 

capacity, and from Beifang Longyuan (North Union) for 

50 MW of capacity, it said in a statement. Deliveries for 

the first order are scheduled for the second quarter of 

fiscal year 2008/09, it said, with the second order 

scheduled for delivery in the first quarter of 2009/10.  

Georgia opens China trade office in Beijing 

Governor Sonny Perdue snipped a ceremonial red 

ribbon this month to officially open Georgia's newly 

minted trade office in China's capital city, signaling the 

state's most serious effort yet to tap into the world's 
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fastest-growing economy. "It gives me great pleasure 

to open the doors between Georgia and China a little 

wider," Perdue told about 100 guests who included 

Georgia business representatives, Chinese leaders 

and U.S. and Chinese reporters. Secretary of State 

Karen Handel called the Georgia Business Advisory 

Center in China an "integral first step" to jump-start 

commerce between the nation of 1.3 billion people and 

Georgia's business community. The trade office has 

been years in the making and puts Georgia in the 

ranks of the 28 other states and U.S. cities with similar 

offices in the People's Republic of China. It is 

Georgia's 11th overseas trade office. 

The standards will improve implementation of China's 

energy conservation law, which took effect at the 

beginning of this month, guaranteeing a reduction in 

energy intensity and pollutants for enterprises and the 

supervision work of government departments. China 

currently has 46 standards, including 37 newly 

formulated and nine revised standards, of which 36 

were mandatory. Most of the standards will go into 

effect on June 1 and the others are scheduled to take 

effect sometime on or before November 1.  

 

Qatar Airlines celebrates new 
Chinese route Chief Executive 

Officer of the Qatar Airlines, 

Akbar Al Baker has hailed the 

airline's successful introduction to Guangzhou, China 

and its ambitious growth plans, highlighting further 

expansion into long-haul markets over the next few 

years. He cited the Doha - Guangzhou route, launched 

on March 31, as an example of the airline's 

commitment to introduce flights to key cities in 

countries with thriving economies. Guangzhou is 

Doha-based Qatar Airways' fourth destination in China 

and 82nd overall worldwide. The airline now operates 

a total of 20 scheduled flights a week to China from its 

hub to Beijing (4 flights), Shanghai (5 flights), Hong 

Kong (daily) and Guangzhou (4 flights). Beginning May 

1, the carrier will add a fifth frequency to Guangzhou. 

China and Qatar sign gas deal, target more energy 
links The premiers of China and Qatar vowed this 

month to expand trade, energy and other links, as the 

two nations signed an agreement for Qatar to supply 

China with 2 million tons of liquified natural gas 

annually. 'The focus of our cooperation will be in 

energy,' state television quoted Premier Wen Jiabao 

as telling Qatar Prime Minister Hamed bin Jasim bin 

Jabor al-Thani in Beijing. 'We will encourage mutual 

investment, expand the scale of cooperation in trade, 

culture, education, tourism, aviation, and have closer 

cooperation on international and regional issues,' Wen 

said. The two sides also signed an inter-governmental 

agreement to expand energy cooperation, after talks 

timed to coincide with the 20th anniversary of the 

opening of formal diplomatic ties between Qatar and 

China.   
Sourced from: Times of India, China Daily, China Daily,  Trading 

Markets, Oil and Gas Journal, China Newswire, CCTV.com, The 

Hankyoreh, China Securities Journal, Xinhua, Sina English, 

International Business Time, Forbes, The Scotsman Newspaper, 

AFP, Reuters, People’s Daily, ABC News, The Atlanta Journal-

Constitution, Monsters and Critics, All Africa

New energy consumption standards released 
China released 46 national standards on energy 

consumption issues ranging from coal-fired power to 

household induction cookers this month, as part of 

efforts to promote energy conservation throughout the 

country.  
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China and Africa 
 
The latest updates on China’s involvement on the African continent. 

Unity Bridge to be ready in early 
2009 The Unity Bridge, a 720-metre 

structure that will connect Tanzania 

and Mozambique across the 

Ruvuma river is expected to be 

completed early next year. The 

China Geo Engineering Corporation, which is building the 

$40 million bridge, has already installed 19 piers to 

support the structure linking Cabo Delgado province in 

Mozambique to the Mtwara Region of Tanzania. This is 

the Chinese firm’s second major project in Africa, the first 

being in Algeria where it designed and built a provincial 

water supply network at a cost of US$12 million. The 

bridge is part of the Mtwara Development Corridor (MDC) 

— a multimillion dollar project to build highways and 

railways and expand ports to facilitate access to the sea 

for southern Tanzania, northern Malawi, eastern Zambia 

and northern Mozambique. 

Senior CPC official meets Sierra Leone guests Liu 

Yunshan, head of the Publicity Department of the 

Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, 

met with a delegation of the All People's Congress party 

(APC) from Sierra Leone who came to visit China at the 

invitation of the CPC this month. During the meeting, Liu 

said the Chinese government attaches great importance 

to developing its friendly and cooperative ties with African 

countries including Sierra Leone. 

Assistant Foreign Minister 
Zhai Jun Meets With FOCAC 
Egyptian Coordinators On 
April 1st, Assistant Foreign 
Minister Zhai Jun met with 

Ambassador Ibrahim Ali Hassan and Ambassador 
Mahmoud Ahmed Abdel El Gawad, Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) Coordinators of Egypt. 

 
Zhai Jun said that "FOCAC has become an important 
platform for collective dialogue and an effective 
mechanism for practical cooperation between China and 
friendly African countries". As the current Co-chairs of 
FOCAC conferences, both China and Egypt attach great 
importance to FOCAC affairs and have carried out 
smooth cooperation in this regard. He was confident that 
with close cooperation of the both sides, the upcoming 
FOCAC Senior Officials Meetings and the 4th Ministerial 
Conference to be held in Egypt in the next two years 
respectively would be a success, which would contribute 
to the sustainable development of FOCAC. 
 
China pulls 400 workers from Equatorial Guinea after 
deaths China has withdrawn more than 400 of its 

workers from Equatorial Guinea after two Chinese 

labourers were killed in a clash with security forces 

during a strike. A labour dispute at a Chinese 

construction project at Mongomo on the continental 

mainland part of the West African oil producer turned 

violent late last month.Two Chinese workers were killed 

and four were injured when the strikers, reported to 

number between 100 and 200, confronted Equatorial 

Guinean security forces who intervened when the 

protesters tried to stop other Chinese colleagues from 

working. 
 
Sino Metals plans US$ 150 million 
investment in Zambia Copper Mine 

Sino Metals Plc, a unit of China 

Nonferrous Mining Development Group, 

said it may spend US$ 150 million by 2010 developing 

the western ore body at its Chambishi copper mine in 

Zambia. The funds will also be used to meet increased 

costs associated with higher mining taxes in the southern 

African country. Sino Metals plans to employ an 

additional 1,000 workers at Chambishi once the western 

ore body has been developed. In addition, the company 
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will invest US$ 1.2 million in its south ore body and hire 

3,000 more workers, he said, without providing details. 

Sino Metals currently produces 150,000 metric tons of 

copper concentrate a year, which is sold to mining 

companies in Zambia, South Africa and China.  

Chinese and Tanzanian presidents agree to promote 
cooperation Chinese President Hu Jintao and 

Tanzanian President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete this month 

pledged to make concerted effort to promote the 

traditional friendship and practical cooperation between 

the two countries. The Tanzanian president, was in 

China to attend the annual meeting of the Boao Forum 

for Asia.    Noting China's precious support and 

assistance for Tanzania over the past years, Kikwete told 

the Chinese president that Tanzania was very glad to 

host the Olympic Torch relay and would exert the utmost 

efforts to promote its success. The Olympic Torch was 

scheduled to arrive in Dar es Salaam, the largest 

Tanzanian city and the only African city to host the relay, 

on April 12.  

Angola’s capital transport 
system to get another 600 
buses The public transport 

system in Angola’s capital, 

Luanda, will get another 600 

buses from May as part of a government drive to counter 

a shortage of transport in the city, an official said. 

According to provincial transport director Amadeu 

Campos, the new buses, bought from China at an 

unspecified price, will be sold to six private and state 

operators. The extra buses will not solve existing 

transport difficulties in Luanda, a city with about 5 million 

inhabitants, he added, but will significantly ease current 

deficiencies in the system. Luanda’s transport network 

consists of private mini buses charging extortionate fares 

of the equivalent of euros 0.90 and busses with fares of 

about EUR 0.28. Official estimates are that there are 

30,000 private minibuses, only 3,000 of them licensed, 

and 90 public buses operating in the Angolan capital. 

 

Barloworld to add Chinese 
bulldozers to its product line 
The equipment division of 

Barloworld is set expand its 

product offering to include cheaper Chinese-

manufactured mining and construction products based 

on old technology from Caterpillar. The JSE-listed 

distribution group already distributes and supports 

Caterpillar in 16 countries globally. The initiative follows 

Caterpillar's acquisition earlier this year of the 50 percent 

shareholding it did not already own in a joint venture with 

Shanghai Equipment Machinery (SEM). 

 

South Africa’s North Western Cape and China to 
strengthen investment opportunities The North West 

and China are to strengthen trade, tourism and 

investment opportunities, as a delegation from the 

provincial government led by Premier Edna Molewa 

would visit the country this month. "Through this visit, it is 

our view to cement existing relations between ourselves 

and the Henan province," said Ms Molewa. According to 

the premier, the relationship will open a new chapter of 

engagement opportunities for mutual benefit. The 

delegation would focus on among others, agro-

processing with particular attention on cattle farming and 

beef beneficiation, bio-technology, including aqua-culture 

with emphasis to fish farming. According to a media 

statement, Henan is more or less the same size as the 

North West. Its population is estimated at 100 million and 

it is reported to be the most populous province in China.  

China builds sports 
stadiums in Mozambique, 
Angola and Cape Verde In 

the same year as it will host 

the Olympic Games for the 

first time, China is also involved in construction projects 

for large sports facilities in Angola, Mozambique and 

Cape Verde, to be inaugurated before 2010. The most 
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recent of these facilities to begin is the new Mozambique 

National Stadium, seating 40,000 people. Another 

stadium with the same expected completion date and 

promises to set the standard for its region is the new 

Cape Verde National Stadium with a seating capacity of 

20,000. The opening of the biggest stadium built by 

Chinese companies in Portuguese-speaking Africa, also 

scheduled for around the same time, is that of Luanda, 

with a seating capacity of 50,000. 

China and Tunisia to enhance 
political trust China would like 

to enhance political trust with 

Tunisia, Li Changchun, a 

member of the Standing Committee of the Political 

Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, said when he met 

with Tunisian President Dine Al Abidine Ben Ali. China 

believes that the relationship with Tunisia would make 

new headway with the efforts of the two sides, Li said. 

Ben Ali said Tunisia would take the chance to further the 

economic and trade relations with China. He praised for 

China's policy towards Africa, and supported China's 

measures to help Africa to achieve independent 

development. Tunisia was the fourth leg of Li's five-nation 

tour this month, which took him to Algeria, Mauritania, 

Morocco and Syria. 

South Africa: China Celebrates South Africa Week 
China this month celebrated ‘South Africa Week’ 

designed to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the 

establishment of diplomatic relations between both 

countries. An unprecedented series of events has been 

endorsed at the highest levels of government, with 

celebrations hosted in China's Capital Hong Kong, 

Shanghai and Beijing until Saturday. At the official 

launch, the South African Minister of Agriculture and 

Land Affairs, Lulama Xingwana said: "It bears testimony 

to the importance that we place on our partnership with 

China and illustrates the ever-increasing range and depth 

of political, economic, financial, social, and cultural 

relations that we enjoy together." 

China Nonferrous to mine more in Africa China 

Nonferrous Metal Industry's Foreign Engineering and 

Construction Co Ltd will keep hunting for overseas 

mining resources in 2008, a senior executive of the state-

owned industrial conglomerate said. China Nonferrous 

would look mainly at the Middle East, especially Iran; at 

central and north Asia, especially Kazakhstan; and at 

central and southern Africa, especially Zambia, according 

to Wang Hongqian, the firm's general manager. He said 

China Nonferrous, an engineering and mining firm, would 

try to take control of the mines it identified as good 

investments, but otherwise would take minority stakes. 
China Nonferrous has been expanding vigorously 

overseas. 

Malawi leader says China to give 
US$ 287 million in aid China will 

provide US$ 287 million in aid to 

Malawi during the next five years, a 

far cry from the US$ 6 billion that 

had been touted when the two countries formally 

established diplomatic relations late last year. Malawian 

President Bingu wa Mutharika announced the funding 

after returning from a state visit to China, praising Beijing 

for providing what he described as one of the largest aid 

packages received by the impoverished African nation. 
Malawi, which was one of the last countries in Africa with 

diplomatic ties with Taiwan, cut relations with Taipei in 

late December and established links with China. Malawi 

will use some of the Chinese funding to build a highway 

linking it with neighbouring Zambia and finish the 

construction of a government building in Lilongwe that 

was started by the Taiwanese. China and Malawi have 

also signed an agreement allowing Malawian exports 

access to the Asian nation on a preferential tariff basis.  

 

China grants Angola credits worth US$ 4.5 billion 
since 2004  Angolan Finance Minister José Pedro de 

Morais has said China has granted credit lines valued at 

US$ 4.5 billion to Angola in the last four years. China’s 
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loans have mainly been used to fund projects in the 

energy and water sectors, as well as education. The 

minister, addressing a conference on, “Angola: today’s 

realities, tomorrow’s prospects: China a precious partner 

that is still controversial”, said the above sectors had 

benefited from between 18 and 20 % of the first credit 

line from China. Angola’s finance minister told the 

conference that Chinese firms participating in the 

reconstruction of Angola’s infrastructures continue to 

benefit from rival companies due to their use of 

technology and cheap labor.  

       © Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved. 

 

Palabora may build pipe to 
export iron ore South Africa's 

Palabora Mining Company 

hopes to start building a 

pipeline in 2009 to pump magnetite to a port in 

Mozambique, to export its stockpiles of the low grade 

iron ore to booming China. The firm is doing a feasibility 

study on a 300-kilometre pipeline from its mine in 

Phalaborwa to the Port of Maputo that would enable it to 

export its 240 million tonnes of magnetite -- a by-product 

of its copper mining -- in greater volume. The magnetite 

slush is made up of between 56 and 60 % of iron ore, 

needed for making steel that is seeing strong demand 

from China. Iron ore term prices have risen fivefold since 

2001. Palabora already has an agreement to supply 2 

million tonnes of magnetite a year to Shanghai-based 

Minmetals Development Co Ltd but wants to supply to 

more Chinese companies. 

China to seal $9 billion DR Congo deal After decades 

of civil war, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) this 

month was to sign an agreement with China which will 

provide US$ 9 billion worth of investment in rebuilding 

infrastructure in exchange for the country’s natural 

resources, the largest deal of its kind in Africa. Due to be 

signed in Beijing, it would give DRC US$ 6 billion of 

infrastructure - about 2,400 miles of road, 2,000 miles of 

railway, 32 hospitals, 145 health centres and two 

universities. In return, China is to get a slice of DRC’s 

natural resources to feed its booming industries - 10m 

tonnes of copper and 400,000 tonnes of cobalt.  

 
Legal ivory sold to China 'Could End Up in Illicit 
Market' China, one of the centres of trade in illicit ivory, 

is on the list as a customer for the 30 tons of legal ivory 

which South Africa has permission to sell on world 

markets. Despite being a signatory to the Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) trade 

in illegal ivory has flourished in China. While some in 

southern Africa think that allowing restricted trade in legal 

ivory will reduce the amount taken from poached 

animals, others think that legal trade fuels the illegal 

trade. They point to increased elephant poaching in 

central Africa in recent years.  

 
China says arms bound for Zimbabwe to be recalled  
China has said the  shipment of weapons bound for 

Zimbabwe would be recalled after South African port 

workers refused to unload it. Zambia, which chairs the 

Southern African Development Community grouping, had 

urged regional states to bar the An Yue Jiang from 

entering their waters, saying the weapons could deepen 

Zimbabwe’s election crisis. 

 
Sourced from: All Africa, Xinhua, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 

People’s Republic of China, Reuters, Bloomberg, macauhub, Business 

Report, China Digital Times, Business Day 
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The China Forum - Recent Events 
 
CCS – DBSA Conference – 31st March-1st April 2008  
On 31st March and 1st April, the CCS and the Development Bank of Southern 

Africa (DBSA) held a joint conference titled 'China as a driver of regional 

integration in Africa: Prospects for the future' to facilitate discussion around 

these issues. The conference was very well-attended by policy-makers, 

diplomats, government, civil society, and the private sector, and explored 

challenges for regional integration from diverse perspectives. The conference 

report will be available from the CCS website in the coming weeks. 

 
Interviews for Chinese Scholarship Programme – 3rd and 7th April 2008 
On 3rd and 7th April, CCS in collaboration with the South African Department of 

Education and the Chinese Embassy interviewed applicants for the South 

African leg of the Chinese Government Scholarship programme. There were 

numerous impressive candidates and the interview panel was faced with some 

touch decision-making.  Successful applicants will be notified of the outcome in 

June. 

 

China NGO Network for International Exchanges visit – 5th-7th April 2008 
On 5th April, the CCS Johannesburg office facilitated a meeting between a 

delegation of the China NGO Network for International Exchanges (CNIE) and 

the South African NGO Coalition (SANGOCO) at their head offices in 

Braamfontein. A number of SANGOCO member institutions were represented, 

and a lively discussion ensued, addressing possible future collaboration 

between the CNIE and local South African NGOs. On 7th April, CNIE also 

visited the CCS office in Stellenbosch in order to discuss possible future 

research collaborations.  
 

CCS presentation to IWAAS in Beijing – 15th April 2008  
On 15th April Hannah Edinger, Economist at CCS, delivered a presentation to 

scholars at the Institute of West Asian and African Studies (IWAAS), Chinese 

Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) in Beijing on China’s Commercial 

Relationship with Africa. The lecture was followed by a vibrant discussion and 

concluded with a luncheon. Ms Edinger was hosted by IWAAS during the 

month of April as a visiting scholar on an academic exchange programme. 
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‘Security Challenges in Africa: Regional Capacities to Respond’ 
workshop – 10th-11th April 2008  
Sanusha Naidu, Research Fellow at CCS, participated in an authors workshop 

on ‘Security Challenges in Africa: Regional Capacities to Respond’, in Accra, 

Ghana on 10th and 11th April. This workshop was organized by the International 

Peace Institute, in cooperation with the Conflict Prevention, Management and 

Resolution Department of the Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping Training 

Centre. Ms Naidu delivered a presentation on ‘The Changing Strategic Value 

of Africa to Emerging Actors: China and India’. 

 
‘China-Africa Civil Society Dialogue’ in Nairobi – 19th-22nd April 2008 
From 19th to 22nd of April Sanusha Naidu participated in the ‘China-Africa Civil 

Society Dialogue’ in Nairobi, Kenya. This conference was organized by the 

Heinrich Böll Foundation’s Regional Office for East & Horn of Africa, Nairobi, 

and Fahamu Kenya. Ms Naidu delivered a presentation on Chinese investment 

in Africa. 

 

CCS at South Africa-China Gala Dinner – 21st April  
On 21st April Dr Martyn Davies, Executive Director of CCS, Chris Burke, 

Research Fellow at CCS, Thomas Orr, CCS Beijing Representative, and 

Hannah Edinger represented the Centre for Chinese Studies at a Gala Dinner 

hosted by the South African Department of Foreign Affairs at the China World 

Hotel in Beijing to commemorate the 10th Anniversary of Official Diplomatic 

Relations between the two nations. 

 

CCS at Beijing Seminar Celebrating the 10th Anniversary of Diplomatic 
Relations between South Africa and China – 23rd April 
A CCS team including Dr Martyn Davies, Chris Burke, Hannah Edinger and 

Thomas Orr attended an academic seminar hosted by the South African 

Embassy in China and the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), at 

the China World Hotel in Beijing. At the seminar, Dr Davies made a 

presentation and formed part of a panel discussing ‘The practical 

implementation of cooperation to secure African development’. 
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CCS at Beijing Academic Seminar – 24th April 
The Centre for Chinese Studies was represented by Chris Burke and Hannah 

Edinger at an academic seminar celebrating the 10th Year Anniversary of 

South Africa-China Diplomatic Relations at the Beijing Prime Hotel. The 

seminar was co-hosted by the Bureau of International Cooperation of CASS, 

the Institute of West Asian and African Studies (IWAAS) of CASS and the 

Centre for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch University. Mr Burke gave a 

presentation on a panel discussing ‘China-Africa Development Cooperation in 

the context of Globalisation’ on “How China delivers development assistance to 

Africa”. 

 
China Bridge competition – 25th April 2008  
On 25th April the CCS and the Department for Modern Foreign Languages, 

Stellenbosch University, through the Unit for the Confucius Institute organized 

the China Bridge competition in Stellenbosch, South Africa. The competition is 

aimed at promoting the understanding of Chinese language and culture and 

testing Chinese language proficiency of Mandarin students. The theme of the 

event, held for the seventh time in South Africa, was “Olympic Fervour”. 
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	BDL Media Signs Content Distribution Agreement with Dow Jones More Chinese business news is available in more places with a new deal signed between China-based BDL Media Ltd and Dow Jones. Premium Chinese language daily news from BDL Media's vertical websites Xinwengao.com, ChinaCSR.com, and ChinaHospitalityNews.com is now being syndicated via Dow Jones Factiva, extending BDL Media's brands to nearly 1.8 million enterprise users worldwide. In addition, premium English-language daily news from ChinaTechNews.com, ChinaCSR.com, ChinaNewswire.com and ChinaSourcingNews.com is now syndicated to Dow Jones Factiva. With a combined database of over 20,000 news articles, each of BDL Media's Chinese and English language websites are leaders in their respective vertical Chinese business news niches.
	China imposes new visa restrictions China has imposed further curbs on visitors, just weeks after it stopped issuing multiple-entry visas, Hong Kong travel agents have said, sparking concern among the business community. "You now need a copy of your travel ticket both in and out of the country and a hotel voucher before they accept a visa application. Without that they will reject it," said Daryl Bending, a travel consultant with Concorde Travel. Another agent said visitors from 33 countries -- including India, the Philippines and Indonesia -- were no longer allowed to apply for China visas in Hong Kong and would have to apply at their local Chinese embassies. Hong Kong residents will still be able to get a short-term visa from travel agents to the border city of Shenzhen without hotel and travel tickets. But a visa granted at the border, popular among those taking day trips to Shenzhen for shopping or business, is no longer available. Hong Kong has maintained separate legal and visa systems since it was returned to China by colonial power Britain in 1997. 
	China to seal $9 billion DR Congo deal After decades of civil war, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) this month was to sign an agreement with China which will provide US$ 9 billion worth of investment in rebuilding infrastructure in exchange for the country’s natural resources, the largest deal of its kind in Africa. Due to be signed in Beijing, it would give DRC US$ 6 billion of infrastructure - about 2,400 miles of road, 2,000 miles of railway, 32 hospitals, 145 health centres and two universities. In return, China is to get a slice of DRC’s natural resources to feed its booming industries - 10m tonnes of copper and 400,000 tonnes of cobalt. 


