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Editorial 
 
Despite a slow start, the South African community in China is growing rapidly. 

The Centre manages the Chinese and South African government scholarship 

program that sends deserving students to the PRC to study. I remember when 

we sent our first group of enthusiastic students to study in China in February 

2005. Many have done themselves proud serving as mini-ambassadors for their 

country and continent. They are starting to return to South Africa and bringing 

their new knowledge, language skills, and above all their networks back with 

them.  

 

The South African community in China, particularly in first tier cities such as 

Beijing and Shanghai, is growing. There were a few adventurers in the early 

years – that is the 1990’s – most of whom never returned to South Africa. 

Nowadays most moving to China are going into business in China or are 

studying in the country. China is not an easy environment for South Africans 

with the living conditions being so vastly different from back home and the 

cultures so diverse. But the move of these (mostly) young South Africans to 

China is of great importance in the context of the broader relationship between 

our two countries.  

 

What builds relations is trust. Trust takes a great deal of time to cultivate and 

grow. Relations may be framed between governments and businesses but what 

makes relationships truly sustainable is when they are built between peoples. 

South Africans in China are playing this role.  

 

 

 

 

Dr Martyn J. Davies 

Executive Director, Centre for Chinese Studies 
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“The DRC may still be 

plagued by disease and 

absolute poverty and in the 

Eastern parts ravaged by 

war, but its mining sector is 

booming.” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Commentary 
 
 

Making it in China: The South African Experience 

 

 

By Natasha Pamplin-Bailey 

Beijing Language and Culture University  
 

South Africans living in China are carving out golden opportunities in niche markets.  

Despite the 11 year diplomatic relations between South Africa and China it is 

estimated that there are less than 500 South Africans in greater China and 

approximately 250 in Beijing. One of them is Brian Hendricks who has been living in 

Beijing for the past four years. 

 

At only 36 Hendricks is the Director, Business Development Manager and a 

shareholder of Trihelix, a highly successful International Business Development 

company. Over the past four years Trihelix has substantially expanded its client 

base and is currently being restructured. Its boutique consulting service division has 

an impressive portfolio of clients. 

 

Nine years ago this mechanical engineer resigned from his previous job at South 

Africa’s Koeberg Nuclear Plant and decided to study his MBA abroad. Due to a lack 

of funds he had to sell everything he owned, including his pension funds. Hendricks, 

from the suburb of Ravensmead in Cape Town says he never looked back. 

 

“These experiences have shaped my view of the world and my attitude towards life. I 

believe that when people of diverse backgrounds work together, great synergies can 

be achieved…I started to believe that China was certainly on a rapid development 

trajectory after studying and living with Chinese students in the mid-1990’s”, he 

explains. “During my MBA studies in the Netherlands, my Chinese partner and I 

developed a market penetration strategy for a Chinese State Owned Enterprise in 

the shipping industry,” he says. The project resulted in a significant infrastructure 

investment by the Chinese government into a knowledge centre in central China. 

The project was one of the key rural-to-urban transition support initiatives in that 

province and was a huge success. 

 

Hendricks adds that he was truly impressed by the forward thinking pragmatism of 

the decision makers in this project and more so in the speed of implementation of 

follow-up activities. “After getting relatively sound insights into China while 

undertaking this successful project, I was convinced that if macro-innovation like this 

was a country-wide trend, then China’s development would continue unabated well 

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  
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“China is still a developing 

country and one of its 

biggest obstacles in its 

development path, is the 

challenge of urbanizing the 

huge rural population.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

into the 21
st
 century.”  

 

Trihelix has successfully developed and driven business strategies for a Chinese 

solar energy product manufacturer and opened markets for their products in Europe. 

One key successful result is that the company listed on the stock exchange in 

France and the share price has more than doubled in two months. “We also recently 

acquired an account for a Saint Gobain (Fortune 100) group of companies in the 

integrated energy efficient building solution market in China – focusing on the 

refurbishment market.” 

 “I foresee the world’s biggest electric car manufacturer coming from China in the 

next ten years,” according to Hendricks. 

 

Over the years he has seen business deals between foreigners and the Chinese go 

horribly wrong. He recalls one incident where a foreign and Chinese company 

exchanged correspondence at the highest level and expressed sincere interest to 

explore cooperation.  

“During the first official meeting the visiting party wanted to get straight to business, 

talking about numbers and next steps to go into due process”. However, “The 

Chinese wanted to understand what was in the mind of the potential partner, what 

their vision was of the cooperation, how they saw possibilities to build relationships”. 

The vice president of the Chinese company later told Hendricks that due to certain 

actions they did not believe the foreign company respected the Chinese boardroom. 

“This sounds insignificant and would be brushed off by many Western CEO’s as “not 

important”.  

“The reality is that it was the root cause of why the discussions stopped.”  

 

Hendricks is the only foreign shareholder of the organization on the Mainland and all 

his partners are Chinese. He believes that as a South African he has been brought 

up in a very diverse environment and this adds to his success. “South Africa is a 

country diverse in race and culture, economically and technologically dualistic, a 

country that only 14 years ago had undergone political and civil transition without a 

war…I also remember we had the study partners of my siblings living in our house, 

so it really looked like the United Nations. People from so many countries in Africa, 

Europe and Asia including China,” he says. Hendricks adds that growing up in this 

environment and also formally understanding the dimensions of culture and relative 

difference between major civilizations helped him to develop the tolerance and 

emotional intelligence needed to function in multicultural environments. He says 

despite China’s economic successes, China is still a developing country and one of 

its biggest obstacles in its development path, is the challenge of urbanizing the huge 

rural population. “There are also problems related to the impacts on environment 

due to rapid industrialization”. He adds that these challenges also represent great 

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  
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commercial opportunities for local Chinese and foreign companies. 

 

 “To learn from and to engage China requires that we start to understand China in 

all respects. This is the task of our young generation”. Hendricks’ two nephews are 

studying in Beijing and Shenzhen. One attends high school and the other just 

completed his first year at university. “Well what can I say? I have started to sow 

that seed in my own family.” 

 

On the other side of town Meryl Bailey (24) is the Development Manager of Care 

for Children’s (CfC) Special Needs School and Family Services Clinic. CfC is a 

British Charity that has been operating in China for more than 11 years. They work 

in partnership with, and at the request of, the Chinese government and help place 

Chinese orphans into Chinese families through long term foster Care. Bailey and 

her husband, Kyle, came to Beijing in July 2007 as Kyle developed an interest in 

the East while working in Singapore for a sub sea construction company.  

 

“He started studying Chinese on his own but finally decided to take two years off 

work to study the language full time which is why we came to China”, she says. 

“The plan was always that I would work and earn money for us, but when we 

arrived here the Chinese government were tightening up visa restrictions (because 

of the Olympics) and anyone below 25 years old was not allowed to work as an 

English teacher. “However I found a job teaching business English to Executives 

and did this happily for a year”. Her responsibility at CfC includes overseeing the 

recruiting, budgeting, spending, training, marketing and business development of 

the project. 

 

“I have been in touch with teachers' recruiting agents in South Africa and various 

other South African forums about this opportunity and although I have not been 

successful in that form to date, I do hope that this organisation can bring skilled 

South African graduates to Beijing in the future. There are currently two South 

Africans working here, myself included…I started with six children and three 

teachers and we have grown within one year to seven teaching staff, four 

therapists, a special Education consultant, twelve students and two classes. 

 

Bailey says the Chinese legal system is a hindrance as it is confusing and often 

changes. Furthermore, she says foreign professionals are still afraid to work in 

China because of the unknown. “Managing locals hasn't been difficult but I would 

say that it has been different. My local staff is amazing and very accommodating 

even if my ways seem unconventional to them!...I don't think language is essential 

in my field because I'm dealing with expatriate families and only a few 

administrative locals and teaching assistants”, she explains.  “But when it comes to 

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  
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training locals (skills transfer) and ensuring that they are receiving information 

correctly I feel language ability is vital,” she adds. 

 

Bailey explains if she was anywhere else in the world her age and inexperience 

would have counted against her for a position such as this, but she has been given a 

golden opportunity and is grateful she didn't pass up. “China is tough, but if you have 

a can-do, never-give-up attitude it really can be your road to success…” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Natasha Pamplin-Bailey, 
a journalist by profession, is 
currently studying Mandarin 
at Beijing Language and 
Culture University (BLCU). 
She is a recipient of a China 
Exim Bank scholarship for 
further studies in Mandarin 
language and next year will 
transfer to the University of 
International Business and 
Economics to further her 

Chinese Business Studies. 
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Policy Watch 

 

 
The China Experience for South African Students 
 
 

By Tebogo Lefifi 

                                                                        CCS China Representative: Beijing 

 
 
 
Over the past number of years China has become a dominant economic and world 

power. During this time the Chinese government has been in the process of an 

education revolution, spending more resources than ever before towards making 

China's universities internationally competitive. Education in China has developed 

significantly in several areas. Specifically, China has developed an international 

competitive advantage in areas such as engineering, IT and business studies. 

Studying in China in these specialised programs has given South African students 

the benefit of a first-rate education along with a unique Chinese experience.  

 

As a destination of choice, China is becoming increasingly attractive for South 

African students. However in comparison to students choosing to study in Europe 

and Americas, the number of South African students heading east seems less 

significant. This has however provided the select number of students choosing to 

study in China with a unique experience, development of scarce skills and network 

opportunities through ”guanxi”. As a result these students are in a position to pursue 

careers not only in the field of Sino-South Africa or Africa relations but also in the 

international market.   

 
Since the establishment of formal diplomatic ties between China and South Africa in 

1998 the two countries have become major trading partners. The total volume of 

two-way direct investment in non financial sectors between China and South Africa 

has surpassed US$ 500 million, while in 2008, bilateral trade reached US$ 17.8 

billion. Over a short period, Sino-South Africa relations has ushered unique 

corporation in trade and cultural engagements between China and Africa. South 

Africa has become the only African country with a large corporate footprint in China 

as large conglomerates such as Anglo-American, Sasol, SAB-Miller, Khumba 

Resources and Naspers have a substantial presence in China. Meanwhile China has 

set up 154 enterprises in South Africa. The strategic cooperation between ICBC and 

Standard Bank has developed more cooperative opportunities between China and 

Africa in terms of investment , skills transfer and knowledge exchange. As of end-

March 2009, the two banks had cooperated on 65 projects with 9 already completed. 

With these growing relations it is evident that a need for greater cultural and 

”As a destination of choice, 

China is becoming 

increasingly attractive for 

South African students.” 
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knowledge exchange as well as experience in both China will continue to grow. It is 

this exchange of experience and knowledge that needs to be developed by both 

countries, to feed into its growing partnership. 

 
 
Since the initiation of the Chinese scholarship opportunities in the early 2000’s, a 

small yet growing number of graduates have returned to South Africa while others 

remained on the mainland to pursue job opportunities. Every year Chinese 

universities, Municipalities and Hanban have awarded scholarships to a select 

number of South African students. A number of scholarships are awarded annually 

to South Africa students through the South African Department of Education and the 

Chinese Embassy in South Africa. 

 

Out of the estimated dozen South African multinationals (SA Inc) operating in China 

only a few have scouted students educated in China. Others have been employed 

by international companies operating in China looking to exploit possible business 

opportunities in Africa. To date there has been minimal recruitment on the part of SA 

Inc in China to leverage and reward South African graduates who have experience 

in China, thus leaving other multinationals to take advantage of the developing skill 

and language base. 

 

In an effort to improve communication with students the South Africa China Business 

Association (SASBA) has been encouraged by the South African Ambassador to 

have a board member representing student’s interest. The Association maintains 

contact with the students and attempts to develop their knowledge of current Sino-

South African relations and business opportunities. Furthermore. SACBA has also 

created an online network, Chinaza, for wider access to South Africans living in 

China.  

 
A strong passion and optimism for opportunities and experience is found amongst 

those students studying in China. Many students have carefully considered the 

advantages of studying in the Asian country. The most common reasons include an 

attraction to China’s growing economy and improving higher educational system, the 

vast difference in cultural offerings compared with other countries and also the 

experience of “living in the fastest developing city in the world, but also being 

confronted by the cultural sturdiness and traditional value system that is seemingly 

obsolete”  

 

 
Current students are confident that their skills, knowledge and experience 

accumulated from studying in China will transfer into a niche career later in life. The 

Chinese language will continue to grow in importance while proficiency in Mandarin 

“The South Africa China 

Business Association 

(SASBA) has been 

encouraged by the South 

African Ambassador to have 

a board member representing 

student’s interest.” 
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can provide added benefits when pursuing a career in the corporate world. Even a 

limited exposure to Chinese culture, the ability to work, study and develop 

friendships with other students are valuable skills in today's marketplace and can 

benefit their international network base. Every year over 200,000 international 

students from every continent come to China, while living and studying in China has 

put many students in contact with unique cultures that are vastly different from South 

Africa’s rainbow nation.  

China's position as a growing economic force makes the decision to study business 

and economics in China a smart one. Considering that 80% of new African 

government infrastructure projects were awarded to Chinese companies over the 

past number of years, it goes without say that Africa could benefit from Africans 

educated in China. There will be an increased demand for Mandarin language skills 

and experience in China in the future providing a serious advantage to jobseekers 

graduating in China.  
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economic force makes the 

decision to study business 

and economics in China a 

smart one.” 

Ms Tebogo Lefifi is the 
CCS China 
Representative based in 
Beijing. She is currently 
studying at UIBE 
(University of 
International Business 
and Economics). She is 
a recent recipient of a 
Chinese Exim Bank 
scholarship for further 
studies in Business 
Mandarin and Chinese 
Business Studies.  
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Business Briefs 

The Business Briefs section summarises key events regarding China’s economy during the month of August 

China starts building first 10-GW mega wind farm 
China started 
construction of the 
country's first 10-
gigawatt wind power 
base in Jiuquan of 
northwest Gansu 
province as Beijing 
seeks more clean power 
to fuel its fast economic 

growth. The world's second-largest energy user has 
said it would bring its total wind power capacity to 100 
GW by 2020 from the current 12 GW, part of a broad 
energy target to generate 3% of total electricity from 
non-hydro renewable energy. 
 
Chinese to launch first ever green lawsuit against 
government 'Breakthrough' hailed as Chinese 
judge says residents may prosecute government 
over pollution claims 
China should see its first lawsuit by an environmental 
group against authorities within weeks, state media 
reported. A member of the All-China Environmental 
Federation - which is backed by the central 
government - said a judge in Guizhou province had 
accepted its claim on behalf of residents who complain 
they have suffered from pollution. 
 
Bank of China to buy into railway company for US$ 
1.5 billion Bank of China may invest almost US$ 1.5 
billion to buy a minority stake in a railway company 
that is building a high-speed rail link between Beijing 
and Shanghai, state media reported. The Chinese 
government is considering floating key assets of its 
three major railway operators to help bankroll a 
massive expansion of its railway system. China plans 
to spend an estimated US$ 502.4 billion on railway 
construction, expansion and upgrades over the next 
three years. 
 

China’s Yanzhou 
in talks to buy 
Australian coal 
miner Felix 
Resources for 
US$ 2.9 billion 
China’s Yanzhou 
Coal Mining is in 
talks to buy 

Australian coal miner Felix Resources Ltd. in a cash 
takeover bid worth about US$ 2.9 billion. The Chinese 
miner is offering slightly less than the US$ 17 per 
share previously mentioned in media reports, said a 
person close to the deal. China, which relies on coal 
for about  

 
60% of its power and is the world’s biggest coal 
consumer, has been buying coal and other resources 
from overseas to meet growing demand. But there has 
been some opposition in Australia to China’s bids for 
the country’s mineral resources. 
 
China ASEAN to have full free-trade area by 2010 
China-ASEAN Free Trade Area would be completely 
operative in 2010 as scheduled, according to sources 
from the Fourth Pan Beibu Gulf Economic Cooperation 
Forum held recently in Nanning city. As a new sub-
region cooperation scheme under the framework of 
China-ASEAN, Pan-Beibu Gulf economic cooperation 
is expected to attract increasing global attention. 
China-ASEAN bilateral trade reached US$231.12 
billion in 2008, up 13.9% despite an impact from the 
ongoing global financial crisis. China and the ASEAN 
became each other’s fourth largest trade partners. 
 

 
China urged to cut 
CO2 with CCS  
technology  
The huge costs 
required to capture 
carbon dioxide (CO2) 
emitted by China's 
vast coal-fired power 

sector is a price worth paying to cut greenhouse gases 
to reasonable levels, US Energy Secretary Steven Chu 
said. Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) technology 
is seen by many as the only way forward in a country 
still heavily dependent on burning coal to meet its 
energy needs. But scientists say it will actually require 
more energy consumption, not less. 
 
China Construction Bank to buy AIG Unit in First 
Purchase Since 2006 China Construction Bank Corp., 
the world’s third-largest lender by market value, 
agreed to buy a unit of American International Group 
Inc. for US$ 70 million in cash, marking its first 
overseas acquisition in three years. China 
Construction Bank will buy 100% of AIG Finance 
(Hong Kong) Ltd. 
 
China to unveil plan for "new energy" by year-end 
Coal-dependent China will unveil a plan to foster the 
development of "new energy" sources, including wind, 
solar and nuclear, by the end of this year. China has 
long been seeking to diversify away from coal, which 
currently provides over 70% of its power. Boosting the 
role of other hydrocarbons such as gas and oil means 
increasing imports, which causes energy security 
worries in Beijing. 

xhinuanet.com 

 Photo: Tehran Times 

 Photo: freefoto.com 
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Duke Energy teams with China Huaneng on clean 
energy Duke Energy Corp. has signed a 
memorandum of understanding with China’s largest 
state-run power company, China Huaneng Group, to 
explore joint projects on energy issues, including 
carbon control. The agreement is the first between 
major U.S. and Chinese power companies. The 
agreement is nonbinding, but the memorandum says 
Duke and Huaneng “may explore the possibility of 
forming a formal business relationship.” 
 
Sinochem agrees US$ 878.2 million strong buy of 
Emerald Energy China's state-run Sinochem Corp 
has agreed to buy British oil and gas explorer Emerald 
Energy Plc (EMEN.L) for about US$ 878.2 million in 
cash, the companies said. "Emerald's Syrian and 
Colombian assets have attractive growth potential and, 
by bringing Emerald into the Sinochem group, will 
reinforce our position in the Middle East and South 
America," said Han Gensheng, president of Sinochem. 
 
American Graduates Finding Jobs in China  
Shanghai and Beijing are becoming new lands of 
opportunity for recent American college graduates who 
face unemployment nearing double digits at home. 
Even those with limited or no knowledge of Chinese 
are heeding the call. They are lured by China’s surging 
economy, the lower cost of living and a chance to 
bypass some of the dues-paying that is common to 
first jobs in the United States. 
 
Jamaica, China Pursuing Stronger Business 
Partnerships President of Jamaica Trade and Invest 
(JTI), Robert Gregory, along with Deputy Director 
General of the China Council for the Promotion of 
International Trade (CCPIT), Du Zetian, and Vice 
Chairman of the CCPIT, Dong Songgen (right), 
attended a meeting between members of a Chinese 
delegation and local private sector leaders at the 
offices of Jamaica Trade and Invest (JTI) in Kingston 
recently to discuss possible strengthening of business 
ties between both countries.  
 
Taiwan-China Economic Ties Boom, Military 
Tensions Remain   Longtime political foes Taiwan 
and China have seen their economic ties improve 
dramatically since Taiwan President Ma Ying-jeou 
stepped into office last year. But even as that 
relationship flourishes, China's tough military stance 
toward the island remains the same.  
 
China Mobile Sees Profits Drop; 3G Growth Has 
Been Slow China Mobile’s profit dropped in the 
second quarter for the first time in a decade. The 
world’s largest phone company by market value said it 
recorded a net income of US$ 4.4 billion, falling from 
US$ 4.6 billion a year earlier. The carrier still managed  
 

 
 
to add 15.96 million users in the three months ending 
June 30, compared with 22.5 million a year earlier. The 
giant’s efforts to promote a homegrown Chinese 3G 
standard have made little progress however. So far, 
3G subscribers have only passed the one-million mark 
and growth looks slow moving forward.  
 
China announces iron ore deal with Australia 

miner 
China announced an 
iron ore supply contract 
recently with a smaller 
Australian miner in an 
apparent effort to prod 
global producers to 
accept lower prices in 
deadlocked contract 

talks. Australia's Fortescue Metals Group will sell 
China iron ore for 94 U.S. cents per dry metric ton, the 
state-sanctioned China Iron & Steel Association 
announced. That is below the price of 97 U.S. cents 
agreed to with Japanese and Korean mills for this 
year's supplies and that major suppliers wanted 
Chinese mills to accept. 
 
China slow to invest in expensive LatAm farmland 
Resource-hungry China has so far passed over 
investing in high-priced farmlands of South America in 
favor of Africa, with its less developed commodities 
markets, greater need for financing and open labor 
laws. Overall Chinese direct investment in Latin 
America has been small but on the rise, according a 
report by the Latin America and Caribbean Economic 
Commission (ECLAC). So far, China’s interest in the 
region has focused on oil and metals, not agriculture. 

 
Air China Doubles 
Profit on Fuel-
Hedging; Sales Fall 
Air China Ltd., the 
world’s biggest carrier 
by market value, more 
than doubled first-half 
profit as fuel-hedging 
gains offset plunging 

international travel. Net income surged to US$ 422 
million from US$ 180 million a year earlier, the carrier 
said in a Hong Kong stock exchange statement. Sales 
fell 9.6% to US$ 33.8 billion.  
 
Foreign Direct Investment in China Fell 35.7% in 
July Foreign direct investment in China fell for a tenth 
straight month in July as companies stalled expansion 
plans amid the global financial crisis. Investment 
declined 35.7% from a year earlier to US$ 5.36 billion, 
the Commerce Ministry said at a briefing in Beijing 
today. That compared with a 6.76% drop in June.  
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Chinese, Brazilian 
presidents mark 
35th anniversary of 
diplomatic ties   
Chinese President 
Hu Jintao and his 
Brazilian counterpart 
Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva exchanged 

congratulatory 
messages on the 35th anniversary of diplomatic ties 
between the two countries. President Hu, in his 
message, said the relationship had developed 
profoundly, showing great potential across a broad 
range of areas since the establishment of diplomatic 
relations, especially the establishment of the Sino-
Brazilian strategic partnership.  
 
Beijing tops Hurun rich list with 143,000 
millionaires The latest Hurun Report on China's 
wealthiest people highlights how the super-rich of 
Beijing want to live their lives. Beijing has the largest 
number of wealthy people in China, according to the 
report. It said there are 143,000 multimillionaires and 
8,800 billionaires in Beijing. There are 116,000 
multimillionaires and 7,000 billionaires in Shanghai. 
High-rollers in Beijing need to spend at least US$ 12.7 
million on property, cars and other luxury goods in 
order to be regarded as one of the city's "new 
aristocrats", or upper class, the report said. 

 
Sinopec completes 
China's biggest 
foreign takeover 
Sinopec Group said it 
has completed its US$ 
7.5 billion acquisition 
of Addax Petroleum, 
obtaining new 

reserves in Africa and the Middle East in China's 
biggest foreign corporate takeover to date. State-
owned Sinopec Group is the parent of Sinopec Corp., 
also known as China Petroleum & Chemical Corp., 
Asia's biggest refiner by volume. It wants to expand its 
production capacity to profit from rising crude prices 
that have cost it billions of dollars in recent years due 
to government caps on retail fuel prices. 
 
China Construction Bank’s Profit Beats Forecasts  
China Construction Bank Corp. joined rivals including 
Industrial & Commercial Bank of China Ltd. this week 
in posting profits that beat analyst estimates, on rising 
fee income and lower bad-loan provisions. 
Construction Bank, the nation’s No. 2 lender by market 
value, had second-quarter net income US$ 4.33 billion, 
according to calculations by Bloomberg derived by 
subtracting first-quarter results from first-half numbers 
reported yesterday. That compares to the US$ 3.9 
billion average estimate of eight analysts surveyed by 
Bloomberg.  
 

Obama to visit China in mid-November 
US President Barack Obama will visit China in mid-
November, the US ambassador here announced 
Saturday. While Huntsman provided no further details 
about dates, Obama is scheduled to attend the 17th 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation leaders’ meeting in 
Singapore Nov 14-15. Huntsman, who is fluent in 
Mandarin after spending time in Taiwan as a Mormon 
missionary, was sworn in earlier this month. Obama 
has said that he hoped Huntsman’s appointment would 
launch a new era of partnership between the two 
nations. 
 
GM Said to Be 
Close to 
Agreement on 
Sale of Hummer 
to Chinese  
General Motors Co. 
may sign an 
agreement for the 
sale of the Hummer 
sport-utility vehicle 
business to a Chinese machinery maker this week. 
Executives from prospective buyer Sichuan 
Tengzhong Heavy Industrial Machinery Co. based in 
Chengdu, China, are expected to arrive in Detroit early 
this week for more negotiations with GM. It will be 
subject to U.S. and Chinese regulatory approval before 
it will take effect.  
 
IBM Launches Analytics Center in China 
Its China Analytics Solution Center is part of a network 
of global centers that are supposed to address the 
demand for advanced analytics capabilities. IBM says 
China was chosen due to its status as a global center 
of economic development and skills base.  
 
China may buy out Pamodzi Gold Pamodzi Gold’s 
management may have secured Chinese backing for a 
management buyout of its Orkney and East Rand 
mines, which are currently in the hands of provisional 
liquidators. Management of Pamodzi, which is 
suspended from trading on the JSE, is in talks with the 
China Africa Development Fund (CADF) to back their 
bid to buy two of the three assets for which the 
liquidators have not yet found buyers. 
 
 
China’s Stocks to Tumble After ‘Warning’: 
Technical Analysis  
Chinese stocks may fall by as much as 18% within the 

next three months 
as the benchmark 

Shanghai 
Composite Index’s 
plunge on July 29 is 
a “warning” to 
investors of steeper 
declines, said 
Carter Worth, chief 

 Photo: China Embassy 
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market technician at Oppenheimer & Co. The 
Shanghai index is rising at an “unjustifiably steep 
angle” and recent declines in the benchmark, including 
the 5% drop last week, are occurring in unusually 
heavy volume, he said in a phone interview from New 
York. Worth is recommending clients reduce their 
holdings in Chinese stocks by as much as half.  
 
China's African Oil Imports Speed by Britain and 
France While the U.S. today is still the number one 
importer of Africa oil, China is quickly closing the gap 
and has already sped past Great Britain and France to 
emerge as Africa's second largest trading partner. 
China's industrial growth has made that nation the 
second largest consumer of oil worldwide. According 
to Patrick Morris, President and CEO of Gold Star 
Resources Corp. a Canadian-based energy resource 
company targeting 'onshore' energy resource 
opportunities in Liberia, Cote d'Ivoire and Ghana, 
China is using the African oil and gas markets to 
rapidly surpass the United States from a geopolitical 
and economic standpoint. 
 

China’s Opaque 
Oil Pricing  
The price of oil 
products in China 
has always been 
set by the 
government and 
the retail price does 
not necessarily 

reflect the market. And the NDRC is trying a new 
formula, the Petroleum Price Management Trial 
Method to keep prices in check. If in 22 business days 
the crude price in the international market changes by 
on average 4%, the price of oil products in China will 
be adjusted.  
 
Russian oil to China pins hope on pipeline 
A pipeline set to join China's energy demand with 
Russia's oil supply will spur production and spark 
refinery construction and, when fully flowing in 2012, 
could greatly reduce Beijing's need for crude from 
elsewhere. Russian crude imports to China in the 
second quarter of this year rose by 30% from the first 
three months to average 346,692 barrels per day,  
a 37% rise year on year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

China powers ahead as it seizes the green energy 
crown from Europe 
China is running away with the green technology prize. 
It has conquered a third of the world market for solar 
cells and is on a breakneck course to build 100 
gigawatts of wind turbines by 2020, doubling again the 
global capacity for wind power across vast stretches of 
Inner Mongolia and Xinjiang.  
 
Australia glides into the Chinese energy sector 
Even as the European Union tries to re-invigorate 
trade ties with China, particularly in the energy market, 
Australia, which has had cool relations with its Asian 
neighbor recently, forged ahead in a move termed as a 
big economic stimulus for the Australasian region, 
announcing the details of the largest trade deal in the 
country’s history, a US$ 41.6 billion clean gas deal 
with China. The gas will come from the North-West 
shelf and the Gorgon areas of the world’s largest 
island, and be extracted by a process that will put the 
carbon back in the ground, so it won’t put carbon into 
the air, in technologies that are world leading in terms 
of carbon sequestration, Australian Minister of Trade 
Simon Crean said on ABC2 radio. 
 
China energy intensity down 3.35% in first half 
A decline in China's energy intensity, or the amount of 
energy it uses to produce each unit of national income, 
picked up pace in the first half of 2009, the country's 
top economic planner said on Sunday. The country 
used 3.35% less energy to generate each dollar of 
gross domestic product (GDP) in the six months 
through June 2009 than a year earlier, the National 
Development and Reform Commission said in a 
statement on its Website. 
 
 
Sourced from: Guardian, Ghanabusinessnews.com, 

Chinesestock.org, Bloomberg, Reuters, JIS, Voanews.com, 
Forbes.com, Moconews, Farmlandgrab.org, Xinhua, China Daily, 
Tehran Times, Taragana, Alibaba.com, Neurope, Telegraph.co.uk, 

WSJ, Businessweek.com, Commodityonline.com, 
Energytribune.com, Ghanapundit

 Photo: People Daily 
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China and Africa 

The latest updates on China’s involvement on the African continent. 

 
CAD4All Premieres ZWCAD Training Centers in 
South Africa CAD4ALL Software, official exclusive 
licensed distributor for ZWCAD software for the African 
continent (excluding Egypt), this month launched 
ZWCAD Training Centers in conjunction with its CAD4All 
Training Academies in South Africa. ZWCAD is the 
leading brand in China's CAD industry, and it competes 
successfully in over other 75 countries. 
 

China funds US$ 1.2 
billion project for 
revival of agriculture in 
Angola by 2012    
Luanda, Angola, 03 Aug 
– Angola is to invest US$ 
1.2 billion over the next 
four years in the "revival" 
of agriculture and in 

boosting food security, thanks to funding from a credit 
line from the China Development Bank. According to the 
official statement published July in Luanda, the plan aims 
to make use of Angola's natural resources which, before 
independence, were some of the best in the world for the 
production of goods such as coffee, sisal, sugar cane 
and cotton, while at the same time creating jobs in rural 
and poor areas. 
 
China willing to help Sadc generate power   
The Southern African Power Pool has estimated that SA 
alone will need more than half of the 102871MW of 
electricity generation capacity needed for the entire 
Southern African Development Community by 2025. 
China has expressed interest in sharing its electricity 
generation technology and expertise with SA and its 
neighbors, all of which are in need of more generating.  
 

Ambassador: Egypt 
conference to raise 

China-Africa 
cooperation   
The upcoming Egypt 
conference will 
vigorously expand 

China-Africa 
cooperation, Chinese 

Ambassador to Egypt Wu Chunhua said in a recent 
exclusive interview with Xinhua. The fourth ministerial 
conference of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 
(FOCAC) is scheduled for November at the Egyptian Red 
Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheikh. "The conference will be 
held to comprehensively evaluate the achievements after 
the Beijing summit of the FOCAC in 2006 and draw up a  
 
 

plan on China-Africa cooperation for the next three 
years," Wu told Xinhua. .  
 
Chinese special envoy visits Senegal 
Liu Guijin, Chinese special envoy to Africa, on Friday 
wrapped up his two-day visit to Senegal. Before leaving 
Senegal, Liu held a press conference in Dakar and told 
reporters about the preparations for the 4th China-Africa 
Cooperation Forum ministerial meeting that is to be held 
in Egypt this November and China's investment in 
Africa's energy sector.  
 
Chinese Embassy donates text books to university of 
Ghana The Chinese Embassy on Friday donated about 
600 textbooks to the faculty of Arts and the Balme Library 
of University of Ghana to assist in the teaching of 
Chinese. This follows the signing of a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) between the Chinese government 
and the University in 2008, to start the teaching of 
Chinese language.  
 
Namibians Say Inquiry on China Will Expand  
Namibian prosecutors investigating allegations of 
kickbacks on 
government contracts 
with China have 
expanded their inquiry to 
include a Chinese 
contract to build a key 
railroad link, 
investigators said 
Friday, indicating that they suspect a pattern of 
corruption on deals with China. 
 
Chinese oil firms to 'buy stake in Angola block' 
Chinese oil giants CNOOC and Sinopec said they have 
agreed to buy a 20% stake together in an offshore oil 
block in Angola from US oil company Marathon Oil Corp. 
State-controlled CNOOC and Sinopec are forming a 50-
50 joint venture to buy the stake in the 5,090-square-
kilometre (1,965 square-mile) field for US$ 1.3 billion 
dollars, the two said in separate statements. Houston-
based Marathon will hold onto a 10% stake in the block, 
which has already yielded 12 discoveries, the companies 
said in statements late Friday. The field off the Angolan 
coast is operated by French oil company Total, which 
owns a 30% stake, the statements said. 
 
South Africa wool exports to China hit record 
South Africa, the world's second-largest exporter of 
apparel wool, posted record wool exports to China during 
the 2008/09 season, an industry body said. Exports of 
unprocessed wool to the Asian nation grew 53% to 21.2 
million kg from 14 million in the 2008/09 season, Cape 
Wools said in a statement. 
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FirstRand and China 
Construction Bank sign 
MoU 
FirstRand, a South 
African integrated 
financial services group, 
and the China 
Construction Bank have 

signed a memorandum of understanding focused on 
growth opportunities in the African continent. The 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) specifies that the 
focus will initially be on China Construction Bank (CCB) 
and FirstRand Bank providing joint advisory and 
structuring services to: CCB's Chinese clients seeking to 
make investments into entities or transactions in Africa; 
South African and African based corporate clients or 
projects that may be of interest to Chinese clients of 
CCB; and FirstRand Bank's South African and African 
based corporate clients looking to pursue opportunities in 
China.  
 
Gains Of Nigeria- Germany-China Business Hub       
Recently, Nigeria, China and Germany established a 
business hub in Parchim International Airport located in 
the North German State of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, 
which many industry players believe holds great 
business potentials for Nigeria and her partners. ISAAC 
Aimurie x-rays the unique gains associated with this 
novel partnership. 
 

Jinchuan Group to 
take over Munali 
Mine in Zambia 
Mr Maxwell Mwale 
mines & minerals 
development minister 
of Zambia said that 
China's largest nickel 
producer Jinchuan 
Group Limited will 

take over Munali Mine in Mazabuka next month. 
According to him, officials from Jinchuan would arrive in 
the country next week to finalize the take-over 
arrangements. He added that "Jinchuan will become the 
majority shareholders with above 70% of the shares." 
 
Nigeria, Chinese govts sign US$ 697 000 contract to 
build rural schools 
Nigeria and Chinese governments yesterday signed US$ 
697 000 contracts agreement for the construction of four 
rural primaries schools in four states of the federation. 
The benefitting states are Katsina, Kaduna and Ogun 
states as well as the Federal Capital Territory.  
 
China approves Sinopec takeover of Addax 
Petroleum Sinopec has won Chinese government 
approval of its US$ 7.5 billion takeover of Addax 
Petroleum, a deal aimed at securing added production 
capacity and coveted reserves in West Africa and the 
Middle East. The deal is the largest ever overseas 
takeover by a Chinese company, although it is only half 

the size of last year's acquisition by Aluminum Corp. of 
China, with Alcoa Corp., of a 12% stake in global miner 
Rio Tinto PLC. That deal was worth US$ 14.3 billion. 
 
China Casts Resource-Hungry Eye on Nickel Mines 
Following in the footsteps of other Chinese resource 
companies, and leveraging off government efforts to 
restructure the non-ferrous metal industry and create a 
number of global giants, the country's two largest nickel 
producers both announced significant overseas 
acquisitions.  Jinchuan Mining revealed plans to take a 
51% interest in Zambia's Munali mine, while Jilin Jien 
Nickel Industry said that it had purchased a 14.7% stake 
in Canada's Victory Nickel. 
 
China to continue 
stimulus program 
China will maintain its 
current 
macroeconomic 
policy stance aimed 
at bolstering domestic 
spending as the 
nation continues to 
experience fallout from the global recession, Premier 
Wen Jiabao said. China’s US$ 586 billion stimulus plan, 
which is funding the construction of roads, railways and 
airports, coupled with record lending helped the economy 
recover in the second quarter from the slowest growth 
rate in almost a decade.  
 
China Crescent Enterprises, Inc. Expands Operations 
Into Africa Targeting Kenya as East African Hub  
Crescent recently participated at the African Advanced 
Level Telecommunications Institute (AFRALTI) WiMax 
Conference in Nairobi in preparation to begin operations 
in Kenya. The groundwork has already been laid for a 
rapid increase in Internet penetration. China Crescent 
plans to position itself to provide the necessary products 
and services to facilitate and profit from the inevitable 
Internet usage demand growth and related government 
and business technology needs in Kenya.  
 
China urges Darfur factions to negotiate peace 
China's Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi urged the warring 
parties in the war-torn Sudanese region of Darfur to 
negotiate a peace agreement. In a wide-ranging speech 
on Chinese foreign policy, Yang highlighted Darfur as 
one of four "hotspot issues", alongside tensions over 
North Korea, Iran's nuclear program and the Middle East. 
China is seen as a key to ending the six-year war 
between the government in Khartoum and Darfur rebels 
because it is an ally of the Sudanese regime, a weapons 
supplier and importer of oil from Sudan. 
 
China welcomes Tanzanian youth to witness 
progress Tanzanian youth has been welcomed to China 
to witness the progress and achievements of the past 60 
years. "The good relations between China and Tanzania 
have been developing well with more exchange visits of 
top officials between the two countries, and bilateral 
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cooperation strengthened in sectors of trade, agriculture, 
education and public health," Chinese ambassador to 
Tanzania Liu Xinsheng said at the meeting with Joyce 
Shaidi, Youth Director from Tanzanian Ministry of Labor, 
Employment and Youth Development.  
 
China's Jinchuan Group to purchase 51% shares of 
Munali Nickel in Zambia 
According to Reuters news, MaxwellMwale, the mister of 
Zambia's mines, said China's Jinchuan Group will buy 
51% of shares of Munali in Zambia and the latter plans to 
recover the foreign trade exports business that had to 
suspend due to the falling nickel price. At present, the 
relative principals of Jinchuan Group have reached 
Zambia to carry out a field study on mining resources. 
Previously, Mwale said, Jinchuan will restart Munal 
Nickel in August, and will have more than 70% shares of 
the latter's. Once Jinshan completed the relevant legal 
procedure, it could restart production immediately next 
month. 
 

Chinese scholarships 
for 35 Ghanaian 
students 
Ghana waved an 
emotional farewell to 
35 students' who have 
been awarded with 
Chinese scholarships 
to study across a range 

of Universities in various cities in the People's Republic 
of China. The Ghanaian students are from diverse 
backgrounds across the country, and will study in China 
for up to three years. The programme between the 
respective governments is part of a wider Chinese 
sponsorship of educational institution in Ghana. 
 
East Africa looking forward to reinforce partnership 
with China The East African Community (EAC) is 
looking forward to reinforce trade, investment and 
various relations with China, which is seen as a more 
serious economic partner with the total acceptance of 
market, EAC Secretary General Juma Mwapachu said. In 
an exclusive interview with Xinhua on the sidelines of the 
11th annual East African Power Industry Convention, 
Mwapachu said that the region is ready to work with 
China for development as the international financial crisis 
developed negative effects to the world economy.  
 
Progress seen on China-DR Congo deal 
World Bank President Robert Zoellick cited signs of 
progress in talks to adjust a US$ 9 billion infrastructure-
for-minerals deal between China and Democratic 
Republic of Congo that has raised IMF concerns. The 
International Monetary Fund fears the contract, which 
uses Congo's mineral reserves as a guarantee for 
infrastructure projects, could plunge the central African 
nation deeper into debt and have delayed forgiveness of 
most of the US$ 10 billion Congo already owes. 
 

China sets up language centre in Nigeria  
 The Chinese Embassy in Nigeria has set up a language 
centre in Abuja, dedicated to teaching Mandarin Chinese 
as a second language to students from toddlers to adults, 
PANA reported from here Saturday. The Abuja centre is 
the second forum for learning Chinese language in 
Nigeria. The first is the Confucius Institute at Nnamdi 
Azikiwe University, Awka, in the southern state of 
Anambra, offers the study of Chinese Language for 
Diplomas and Certificates. 
 
Chinese carrier to 
operate direct flights 
between Beijing and 
Khartoum A Chinese 
private carrier, 
Juneyao Airlines, will 
operate for the first 
time direct flights 
between Beijing and 
Khartoum, a Sudanese official said. Juneyao Airlines, 
based in Shanghai, is mainly operating domestic services 
from Shanghai. The company announced recently plans 
to develop its activities into an international airline. The 
spokesperson of the Sudanese civil aviation authority, 
Abdel Al-Hafiz Abdel-Rahim said that Sudan and China 
agreed to open direct flights between the two countries. 
 
Chinese company to hand over bridge over 
Mozambique’s Rovuma River The bridge over the 
Rovuma River linking Mozambique and Tanzania is due 
to be handed over on 30 November next, the project’s 
manager from China Geo-Engineering Corporation has 
said. According to Mozambican newspaper Notícias, the 
work’s manager gave the date saying that all that was left 
to do was concrete the last section of the bridge, which 
was expected to happen this month. The bridge, called 
Ponte da Unidade (Unity Bridge)is 720 metres long and 
its road will include a shoulder of 18 metres and two 
lanes, one 13.5 metres wide and the other 3.25 metres 
wide. 
 
Congo to downsize Chinese deal in debt relief bid 
The Democratic Republic of Congo announced it would 
downsize a controversial infrastructure-for-minerals deal 
with China, winning IMF assurances it could be in line for 
swift debt relief. The IMF feared the contract to use 
Congo's mineral reserves as a guarantee for 
infrastructure projects could plunge the African nation 
deeper into debt and had delayed forgiveness of most of 
the US $ 10 billion Congo owes. 
 
 
China builds Mozambique agricultural technology 
research centre A Chinese Agricultural Technology 
Research and Transfer Centre is being built on the site 
next to the Umbeluzi Agricultural Station, in the Baone 
district of Maputo. The construction of the infrastructure, 
work on which should be completed by the first quarter of 
2010, is the result of an agreement signed in 2008 
between the Mozambican and Chinese governments, 
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through the Science and Technology and Agriculture 
Ministries. Under the terms of the agreement, China will 
build two agricultural research centres – the one in 
Umbeluzi and the Moamba Technology Park – an 
investment of US$ 700 million. 
 
Angola and Sao Tome and Principe gain stature in 
China’s energy policy   Angola and Sao Tome and 
Principe have boosted their importance for China’s 
external energy policy through purchases being made by 
Chinese state-owned oil companies, taking advantage of 
the fall in asset prices. The purchase of Addax by 
Sinopec, approved by Beijing this month, gives the 
Chinese oil company control of half of the four blocks in 
the Sao Tome and Principe-Nigeria joint development 
zone (JDZ) and could boost its development, according 
to analysts Samuel Ciszuk and Tom Grieder, of 
Petroleum World magazine. 
 

China committed to 
substantive 

cooperation with Mali   
China on Friday pledged 
to cement its 
cooperation with Mali as 
the western African 
nation's foreign minister 
visited Beijing. "As China 

and Mali will celebrate the 50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations next year, we should take the opportunity to 
step up exchanges and expand substantive cooperation 
for stronger bilateral ties," Chinese Vice Premier Li 
Keqiang told Mali's Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation Moctar Ouane. Ouane was 
paying an official visit to China in August as guest of his 
Chinese counterpart Yang Jiechi.  
 
China invests US$ 552 million in Africa in first half 
2009 China has invested US$ 552 million directly in 
Africa in the first half of the year, a report by Law Info 
China quoting the country’s Ministry of Commerce has 
said. According to the report, the amount raises China’s 
direct investment in Africa to 81% from the same period 
in 2008. Meanwhile, trade between China and African 
countries has dropped 30.5% to US$ 37.07 billion in the 
first six months of 2009 as a result of the global 
economic crisis, the report added. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

China build agricultural technology center in 
Mozambique A Chinese Agricultural Technology 
Research and Transfer Centre is being built on the site 
next to the Umbeluzi Agricultural Station, in the Baone 
district of Maputo, reported the Notícias newspaper in 
Maputo. The construction of the infrastructure, work on 
which should be completed by the first quarter of 2010, is 
the result of an agreement signed in 2008 between the 
Mozambican and Chinese governments, through the 
Science and Technology and Agriculture Ministries. 
 
Chinese company concludes work on Angola  bridge  
The new bridge over the River Cunene, in Xangongo, 
Angola, built by the subsidiary of the China Road and 
Bridge Corporation (CRBC) is due to soon be opened up 
to road traffic, the Angolan authorities announced.The 
bridge, estimated to cost US$ 29 million, is 808 metres 
long and 11.64 metres wide and was built over two years 
and five months. Lighting on the bridge, which has two 
lanes in each direction, is powered by solar panels run 
on Chinese technology. 
 
Kenya woos Chinese investments in infrastructure, 
energy sectors The Kenyan government on Saturday 
called for more Chinese investment especially in the 
areas of infrastructure and energy. Vice President 
Kalonzo Musyoka said Kenya is positioning itself to 
benefit from the US$ 5 billion which the Chinese 
government is investing in Africa through the China-
Africa development Fund. The statement came after he 
received Chief Executive Officer of the China-Africa 
Development Bank Chi Jianxin, who paid him courtesy 
call.  
 
Sourced from: PR.com; Macauhub; Xinhua News; Business Week; 
Reuters; Google; People Daily; Trading Markets; Leadership 

Nigeria.com; Steelguru; Vanguardngr.com; Forbes; Earthtimes.com; 
Ghana Business News; Modern Ghana; Sudan Tribune; Afriquejet.com; 
Engineering News; Zambia Post 
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The China Forum - Recent Events  

CCS attends Rockefeller Foundation Convening for Grantees of the Asian 

Drivers Search 

 

During August 2009, Dr Martyn Davies, CCS Executive Director and Tracy Hon, 

CCS Projects Director attended a Convening for Grantees for the Asian Drivers 

Search hosted by the Rockefeller Foundation. Four China-Africa research 

grantees conducted an initial inventory on how African countries could maximize 

the benefits of their growing relationships with China, particularly with reference to 

the Chinese policy support for more trade and development outcomes in Africa 

that could benefit poor and vulnerable people while also meeting China's national 

interests. 

 

CCS attends panel discussion with delegation from Minzu University and 

China Tibetology Research Centre - 21
st

  August 2009 

 

The CCS attended a panel discussion with a visiting delegation from Minzu 

University and China Tibetology Research Centre on 21
st
 August 2009. Mr Hao 

Guangfeng, Chinese Consul-General in Cape Town also attended the meeting. 

The visiting delegation consisted of Mr Xiraonima, Vice President of Minzu 

University of China, Mr Lian Xiangmin, Senior Researcher at the China Tibetology 

Research Center, Mr Su Faxiang, Professor at Minzu University of China, Mr Hou 

Zhaoxun, Director of the Information Office of the State Council and Ms Gong 

Xiaodan, Interpreter. The panel also consisted of Mandarin Lecturers at the 

Department of Modern Foreign Languages at Stellenbosch University and 

students who had met with the Dalai Lama, and Ms Samantha Walbrugh-Parsadh, 

Assistant Director of International Office at Stellenbosch University. The 

discussion focused on the current situation in Tibet as well as Tibetan culture. 

 

Confucius Institute attends 57th Session of the International Statistical 

Institute – 16
th

-22
nd

 August 2009 

Between 16 and 22 August 2009, Prof. Zhao Lixia, Xiamin University and Deputy 

Director of the Confucius Institute participated in the 57th Session of the 

International Statistical Institute in Durban, South Africa.  

 

Confucius Institute participates in the Great Wall Training Program in Beijing 

– 8
th

- 11
th

 August 2009 

Between 8 and 11 August 2009, Prof. Zhao Lixia, Xiamin University and Deputy 

Director of the Confucius Institute participated in the Great Wall Training program 

in Beijing, which was organized by Hanban. As a new and welcome teaching 

medium, Great Wall Chinese is worthwhile to know and to learn from. 
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