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About Us 
 

The Centre for Chinese 
Studies is devoted to the 
study of China-Africa 
relations. The CCS 
promotes the exchange 
of knowledge, ideas and 
experiences between 
China and Africa.  
 
Based at Stellenbosch 
University, the Centre is 
active in research, 
corporate advisory, 
executive education, 
teaching, training, and 
culture.  
 
The CCS is also home to 
the Confucius Institute 
that is active in 

 
Dear Reader, 

 
The Weekly China Briefing is compiled by the Centre for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa. It monitors key developments in China-Africa commerce and 
development.   
 
Regards, 
 
The Centre for Chinese Studies Research Team 
 

China, Africa ever closer 60 years on 

 

In 1956, seven years after New China was founded, 
Egypt became the first country in Africa to recognize 
China and forge diplomatic relations with the young 
People's Republic. Now, 53 years on, as China is 
celebrating its 60th anniversary, China has befriended 
47 of the 53 countries on the African continent. 
Furthermore, in an ever more globalized world, the 
traditional brotherhood between China and African 
countries in the yesteryears has been updated to a 
"strategic" partnership, with richer connotations. 
Read more 

 Angola becomes China's largest trade partner in Africa 

 

Angola has become China's largest trading partner in 
Africa, with bilateral trade rising to US$ 25.3 billion in 
2008, Chinese Ambassador to Angola Zhang Bolun 
said in Luanda. Although the two countries are facing 
tough challenges arising from the current global 
financial crisis, trade between China and Angola has 
registered a significant increase in the past few years.  
Read more 

Nigeria feels pull from East and West 
 
 

China’s latest and boldest attempt to gain a strategic 
position in Nigeria’s oil industry sets the stage for a 
showdown with western oil companies over control of 
some of the country’s vast crude reserves.  
The Financial Times has established that senior 
Nigerian officials are discussing a proposal from China 
National Offshore Oil Corporation (CNOOC), a Chinese 
state-owned energy group, to buy stakes in 23 prime 
oil blocks.  
Read more 

http://www.southerntimesafrica.com/inside.aspx?sectid=10626&cat=10
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/bizchina/2009-09/27/content_8742652.htm
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/11e32f72-ac50-11de-a754-00144feabdc0.html?nclick_check=1
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Chinese groups mull ‘catalytic' Gauteng transformer investment  
 

 

 

A US$ 304 million import-substitution investment 
aimed at producing continuously transposed conductor 
(CTC) - a copper-based wire component used 
increasingly in the production of modern electricity 
transformers - is on the cards for Gauteng, following 
the signing of a cooperation agreement between a 
South African engineering group, Transwire, and a 
large Chinese transformer manufacturer, Baoding 
Tianwei Electric Wire Company (BETW).  
Read more 

China celebrates 60 years of PRC's founding  
 President Hu Jintao inspected China's defence forces 

in Beijing, as the country held celebrations to mark the 
60th founding anniversary of the People's Republic of 
China. About 200,000 soldiers and civilians -- from 
veterans and athletes to space heroes and young 
people -- gathered in Tiananmen Square for the 
National Day military and mass parade showcasing 
achievements of the last 60 years. 
Read more 

ICBC to Offer Up to US$ 544 Million for Thailand’s ACL  
 Industrial & Commercial Bank of China Ltd. (ICBC), the 

world’s largest by value, said it plans to make a tender 
offer to buy Thailand’s ACL Bank Pcl for as much as 
US$ 544 million. Bangkok Bank Pcl has agreed to sell 
its 19.3% stake in ACL to the Beijing-based lender at 
US 34 cents per share. Shares of ACL surged as much 
as 9% in Bangkok, the most in more than 5 years. 
Read more 
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http://edition.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/asiapcf/09/30/china.anniversary/index.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601080&sid=aBTpkw.a7.J0

