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The Centre for Chinese Studies Research Team 
 

Chinese auto manufacturer investigates sourcing catalytic converters 
from SA  

 

Chinese vehicle manufacturer Chery is investigating the 
possibility of sourcing catalytic converters from South 
Africa for its production plants in China, says Chery 
International Asia Pacific and South Africa GM Tony 
Sun. This not only provides opportunities in terms of 
local manufacturing, but will also lower the costs of 
importing Chery vehicles into South Africa.  
Read more 

 South Africa: State aid sought in new China trade row  

 

South Africa's ferrochrome producers are calling for 
government support against their Chinese 
counterparts. The battle to retain leadership of the 
global ferrochrome market and remain a key supplier to 
the Chinese stainless steel industry amplifies the 
struggle of clothing and textile makers against cheap 
Chinese goods.  
Read more  

China may stumble in race with rivals for African oil  

 

China’s plans to buy into oil fields in Africa may suffer a 
third setback in as many months if Exxon Mobil Corp. 
succeeds in snapping up drilling rights in Ghana. 
Kosmos Energy LLC said it agreed to sell its stake in 
Ghana’s Jubilee oil field to Exxon Mobil, which may 
thwart ambitions in the same area by Cnooc Ltd., the 
listed arm of China National Offshore Oil Corp.  
Read more 
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China and DRC seek to further military ties 

 China and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
vowed to further military ties as a military officer from 
the DRC visits China. At the invitation of Chinese 
Defence Minister Liang Guanglie, the DRC Defence 
Minister Charles Mwando Simba arrived in Beijing on 
Oct. 17, starting his 7-day official visit to China. Liang 
said, China always pays attention to and supports the 
peace process of the DRC and has actively taken part 
in the UN peace-keeping actions in this country.  
Read more 

Chinese company is near first deal to buy stake in oil drilling leases in 
Gulf of Mexico 

 Trying to acquire a foothold in the American oil patch, 
a Chinese company is closing in on a deal to buy 
stakes in a few drilling leases in the Gulf of Mexico 
from a Norwegian company. The prospective purchase 
would not do much to quench China’s huge and 
growing thirst for energy but such an oil acquisition 
would be symbolically important as the first by China in 
the United States. 
Read more 

China becomes a player in Afghanistan's future 

 In search of a solution to Afghanistan's problems, the 
United States is seeking help from several of 
Afghanistan's neighbours, including China, which has 
become the largest commercial investor in 
Afghanistan. The re-opening of the Afghan-China 
border has been proposed, in which the Chinese are to 
build a road and railroad linking the two countries, 
ensuring a pathway of commerce from China to central 
Asia. 
Read more 
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