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Dear Reader, 
 
The Weekly China Briefing is compiled by the Centre for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa. It monitors key developments in China-Africa commerce and 
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Regards, 
 
The Centre for Chinese Studies Research Team 
 
Ghana, China collaborate to explore oil   

 

Ghana and China are to collaborate towards massive 
exploration of oil that could make Ghana a leading 
world explorer and hub of the industry in the West 
African sub-region. The collaboration is between the 
Ghana National Petroleum Corporation (GNPC) and the 
China National Oil Offshore Corporation (CNOOC), 
which would initially provide financial and technical 
support to the GNPC for the project.  
Read more 

 China invests US$ 750 million in Mauritius 

 

A Chinese consortium will invest US$ 750 million in an 
industrial zone, the Indian Ocean island's biggest ever 
investment project. The work was officially launched at 
a ceremony by Prime Minister Navinchandra 
Ramgoolam and vice governor of the Chinese province 
of Shanxi, Li Xiaopeng. The project, outside Port-
Louis, is due to create 34,000 jobs and generate 
annual exports worth nearly US$ 200 million a year.  
Read more 

Chinese, South African leaders agree to deepen bilateral relations  

 

The South African president said the two countries 
enjoyed a wide-range of common interests on major 
issues, and South Africa was willing to further develop 
its relations with China. South Africa will boost 
cooperation with China in a variety of fields, promote 
bilateral trade relations, conduct consultations and 
coordination with China on major global issues, 
including the financial crisis and climate change, the 
South African president said.  
Read more 
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Chinese to buy Super Group truck assembly plant 

 
 
 

Norinco Motors looks set to be the first Chinese 
company to operate a vehicle assembly plant in South 
Africa. This comes as the JSE-listed Super Group is in 
the process of selling its commercial vehicle business, 
housed in the loss-making Super Group Industrial 
Products (SGIP) division, to China North Vehicle 
Corporation Limited (or Norinco Motors), says Super 
Group CEO Peter Mountford. The parties have signed 
a letter of intent in terms of which Norinco Motors will, 
with Super Group, establish a new Commercial Vehicle 
Assembly and Distribution Entity (CVADE).  
Read more 

China appeals WTO ruling against media restrictions 

 

China has appealed against a ruling by the World 
Trade Organization that it broke international rules by 
restricting imports of movies, music and books. The 
ruling, issued last month, stipulates that Beijing cannot 
force foreign media companies to distribute their 
content through Chinese state-owned entities that have 
a monopoly over the market. That was a victory for 
major Hollywood studios and others who have been 
frustrated for years over limited access to the Chinese 
market. But in its appeal, China contended that the 
WTO panel "committed errors of law and legal 
interpretation in concluding that none of the measures 
are necessary to protect public morals." 
Read more 

Venezuela and China agree US$ 16 billion oil deal  

 

Venezuela's President Hugo Chavez announced that 
China will invest US$ 16 billion in an oil exploration 
project in the Orinoco River region, according to media 
reports. The news comes only a few days after 
Venezuela signed a US$ 20 billion joint venture 
agreement with a group of Russian oil companies to 
develop the Junin 6 deposit in the Orinoco basin, 
reports said. Chavez reportedly said the two deals will 
increase Venezuela's oil production by about 900,000 
barrels a day.  
Read more 
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