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the exchange of knowledge, 
ideas and experiences 
between China and Africa.  
 
Based at Stellenbosch 
University, the Centre is 
active in research, corporate 
advisory, executive 
education, teaching, training, 
and culture.  
 

 
Dear Reader, 

 
The Weekly China Briefing is compiled by the Centre for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa. It monitors key developments in China-Africa commerce and 
development.   
 
Regards, 
 
The Centre for Chinese Studies Research Team 
 

China & World Bank plan industrial development zones for Africa 

 

The World Bank is working with the Chinese 
government to fund major industrial development in 
specific areas across Africa, as part of an effort to spur 
development and create jobs. The effort is needed in 
order to breathe new life into African cities that are 
experiencing population explosions, with little new 
investment to match the demand for resources and 
jobs. But three key factors raise questions about 
whether the China plan for African industry will be good 
for Africa. Those factors are human rights, 
environmental protection and the legitimacy of 
governments associated with the ramping up of 
Chinese investment. 
Read More  

 Chinese to pump US$ 150 million into Luanshya copper mine 

 

Lusaka Times reported that Chinese investors are set 
to inject an additional fresh investment of more than 
US$ 150 million into the rehabilitation of Luanshya 
Mine which commences production in December 2009. 
Mr Maxwell Mwale, Mines and Minerals Development 
Minister of Zambia said that the Government was 
impressed with the manner in which China Non-
Ferrous Metal Company/Luanshya Copper Mine (CLM) 
had introduced the new mining technology replacing 
the 1930’s technology. Mr Mwale said that replacing 
the 1930 technology would lead to a situation where 
the mine would now start recovering 93% of copper 
which was being lost under the old copper ore 
processing method. 
Read More  

Africa's chief negotiator to Copenhagen says China pledges support  
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Africa's chief negotiator at the Copenhagen Climate 
Change Conference, Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles 
Zenawi, has said China has promised him that the 
Asian giant will support African demands for equitable 
financing to cope with global warming. Ethiopia's Prime 
Minster, who also stated that Africa will be 'cautious' 
whether funds being pledged by European countries 
are real or phony, also stated that China's backing of 
Africa's position is to the extent that it will reject any 
deal that Africa rejects. Meles said a deal on reducing 
carbon emissions appears likely in Copenhagen, but 
he warned that the gap on financing was a much more 
serious issue.  
Read More  

Chinese company extends Angolan airport runway    

 

The runway at Luena airport in Angolan province of 
Moxico, was re-opened after work that began in May 
2007 was concluded by Chinese construction company 
Sinohydro Corporation to extend the runway. The 
work, which was part of the penultimate phase of 
improvements to the airport started nine years ago, 
cost US$ 9 million and now makes it possible for large 
aircraft such as Boeing 727-200 and 737-900 to land. 
When all work has been concluded, at an estimated 
cost of US$ 40 million, Luena airport will be classified 
as an international airport.  
Read More  

China races ahead of U.S. to invest in green energy 

 

Regardless of the outcome of this month's climate talks 
in Copenhagen, China is sprinting ahead in an effort to 
develop renewable energy sources - especially solar 
and wind power - to ease its reliance on carbon-rich 
coal. China's need to sustain strong economic growth 
means its reliance on fossil fuels will continue to grow, 
as will its position as the world's biggest emitter of 
carbon, analysts say. But it is also investing heavily in 
windmills, solar panels and hydroelectric power, having 
doubled its wind generating capacity every year since 
2005. 
Read More  

Oil rises after report shows record runs at Chinese refineries 

 

Oil rose for the first time in eight days after China’s 
government said the country’s refineries processed a 
record amount of crude last month.  Refining volume in 
China, the world’s second-largest energy consumer, 
climbed 21% from a year earlier to 33.4 million metric 
tons, or 8.1 million barrels a day, according to 
government statistics. China’s industrial production 
grew more than estimated in November. “This is the 
fastest growth in Chinese oil demand since 2004,” said 
Amrita Sen, a London-based oil analyst at Barclays 
Capital.  
Read More  
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