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Dear Reader, 

 
The Weekly China Briefing is compiled by the Centre for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa. It monitors key developments in China-Africa commerce and 
development.   
 
Regards, 
 
The Centre for Chinese Studies Research Team 
 

Sudan underscores importance of China-Arab energy co-op 
conference 

 Sudanese Minister of Energy and Mining al-Zubair 
Ahmed al-Hassan has highlighted the importance of the 
second China-Arab Conference on Energy 
Cooperation, due to be held on in January in Khartoum. 
"The conference is a true fruit of the Sino-Arab 
cooperation and reflects seriousness of the Chinese 
government to enhance its partnership with the Arab 
states," al-Hassan said at a press conference in 
Khartoum. In January 2008, China's Sanya City, 
Hainan Province, hosted the first China-Arab 
Conference on Energy Cooperation. The conference is 
held every two years. Read More 
 

CNNC buys stake in Niger uranium mine 

 

China National Nuclear Corporation (CNNC) 
International Ltd. has announced it will acquire a 37.2% 
stake in the Azelik uranium mine in Niger through an 
acquisition of Ideal Mining Ltd. for as much as US$ 
53.3 million, extending its footprint to Africa for the first 
time. The deal comes as China rapidly expands its 
capacity to generate nuclear power as part of a 
strategy to minimize use of coal and crude oil.  
Read More 
 

Chinese vehicles gain popularity in Namibia  

 A fleet of shiny, brand-new SUVs, single and twin-cab 
MUVs, added to one entry-level sedan – all Chinese 
made – occupy place of prominence in the showroom 
of a leading automobile dealership in Windhoek. 
Sparsely populated with 2 million people with a per 
capita GNI of US$ 4,200 mineral-rich Namibia has over 
200 000 skilled workers with a small but well-trained 
professional and managerial class. This segment of the 
population of middle-income earners seems to account 
for an explosion in the number of made-in-China GWM 

http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90776/90883/6877207.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704762904575024661542901010.html?mod=WSJ_latestheadlines
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automobiles becoming a hit on the streets of Windhoek 
and other metropolitan areas. Read More 
 

Somaliland aviation minister visits China 

 

Breaking new ground in Somaliland’s foreign relations 
and starting a new phase in Somaliland-China ties, 
Somaliland aviation minister, Mr Ali Waran Adde, has 
led a delegation to Beijing for an official visit. According 
to local reports, Mr Adde is believed to be in China to 
sign contract with number of Chinese firms who would 
refurnish and expand a major airport. The Chinese 
government, which has been engaged with African 
states in recent years, has rolled out the red carpet to 
welcome the Somaliland officials. Read More 

India & China won't sign Copenhagen Accord 

 The Indian and Chinese governments have had a 
rethink on signing the Copenhagen Accord, officials 
said, and the UN has also indefinitely postponed its 
Jan 31 deadline for countries to accede to the 
document. “With the deadline postponed, we are not 
going to sign now,” said a Chinese official preparing to 
take part in the BASIC (Brazil, South Africa, India, 
China) meeting to chalk out a climate strategy. Only 
four countries -- Australia, Canada, Papua New 
Guinea and the Maldives -- have signed the 
Copenhagen Accord so far, though Brazil, South Africa 
and South Korea have also indicated their willingness 
to do so. Read More 
 

Challenges facing metals & mining ETFs 

 

Countries all over the world have long relied on China’s 
insatiable appetite for raw materials and other 
commodities. But China is tightening its lending, which 
could have an adverse effect on metals and mining 
exchange traded funds (ETFs). Among the potential 
challenges metals and mining ETFs could be facing in 
the coming months include a slowdown in the Chinese 
economy, which could have a contagion effect in the 
metals market. Read More 
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