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About Us 
 

The Centre for Chinese 
Studies is devoted to the 
study of China-Africa 
relations. The CCS promotes 
the exchange of knowledge, 
ideas and experiences 
between China and Africa.  
 
Based at Stellenbosch 
University, the Centre is 
active in research, corporate 
advisory, executive 
education, teaching, training, 
and culture.  
 

 
 

 
Dear Reader, 

 
The Weekly China Briefing is compiled by the Centre for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa. It monitors key developments in China-Africa commerce and 
development.   
 
Regards, 
 
The Centre for Chinese Studies Research Team 
 

EIBC to continue to invest in Africa despite the risks 

 

Li Ruogu, the President of Export-Import Bank of China 
(China Eximbank), has stated that they will continue to 
cooperate with Africa despite the political risks 
involved. That being said, China Eximbank has 
invested less than one third of its assets in Africa. 
According to He Maochun, director of the economic 
and diplomatic research centre of Tsinghua University 
the Chinese have opted for industrial investment 
instead of financial investment in Africa. Read More 

 
 

Textile industry in some African countries overwhelmed by Chinese 
imports 

 

 
Imported Chinese fabrics, that mimic the designs of 
Ghanaian cloth and sell for substantially less, are 
playing havoc with the African textile industry, 
according to media reports.  Two well-known Ghanaian 
companies, Ghana Textile Print and Printex, have shut 
down spinning and weaving operations that cannot 
compete with Chinese imports. Read More  

South African transport minister impressed with China’s rail transport  
 
After a visit to China to strengthen ties between China and 
South Africa Sibusiso Ndebele, the South African transport 
minister, stated that he was impressed by the Chinese rail 
transport system. Ndebele expressed the opinion that one of 
the main challenges that South Africa faces is the 
modernization of its railway system and that it forms an 
important part of a thriving economy. According to Ndebele his 
visit to China has taught him some valuable lessons. He has 

since earmarked technological development, manufacturing capacities and skills 
development as essential to the development of a modern railway system. Read More 

http://news.alibaba.com/article/detail/business-in-china/100258322-1-eibc-continue-invest-africa-despite.html
http://smetimes.tradeindia.com/smetimes/news/global-business/2010/Mar/09/african-textile-industries-overwhelmed-by-chinese-imports14602.html
http://www.citizen.co.za/index/article.aspx?pDesc=118084,1,22
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Standard Chartered launches SME China Africa network 

 

Standard Chartered Nigeria has launched a Premium 
Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) China Africa 
network. The bank stated that the SME African 
network provides Chinese-owned SMEs in Africa with 
unique banking services. It also provides personalised 
service from dedicated Chinese-speaking Relationship 
Managers, access to branches in China for cross-
border account opening, cost savings and highly 
competitive trade services and cash management 
solutions.” Read more 
 

China trade surplus falls as imports surge assists world 

 

China’s trade surplus has shrunk to its lowest level in a 
year, as a surge of imports signaled the nation may 
start to outshine the U.S. as a destination for world 
goods.  Imports rose a more-than-estimated 44.7% 
from a year ago, the Chinese Customs Bureau 
reported on its website today. The surplus was 
US$7.61 billion, and exports gained 45.7%.  
Read More 

Hong Kong’s economy overtaken by Shanghai in 2009  
Shanghai’s gross domestic product grew 8.2 percent to the 
equivalent of US$218.3 billion in 2009 compared with a 2.7 
percent contraction to US$210.7 billion for Hong Kong. The 
figures highlight 30 years of free-market policies that have 
spurred China to become the world’s third-largest economy 
and its No. 1 exporter. Shanghai’s rise may cause concern in 
Hong Kong that the mainland city will regain its position as 
China’s dominant financial center, after surpassing Hong Kong 

as the nation’s biggest port and stock-market operator. Hong Kong’s role as the bridge 
linking China and the West is diminishing as China continues to open up politically and 
economically. Read More.  
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http://www.vanguardngr.com/2010/03/09/standard-chartered-launches-sme-china-africa-network/
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-03-09/china-trade-surplus-falls-as-import-surge-aids-world-update1-.html
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-03-05/hong-kong-s-economy-overtaken-by-shanghai-in-2009-update2-.html

