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Dear Reader, 

 
The Weekly China Briefing is compiled by the Centre for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa. It monitors key developments in China-Africa commerce and 
development.   
 
Regards, 
 
The Centre for Chinese Studies Research Team 
 

Chinese consortium gets lion’s share of Morupule 

 

A Chinese consortium signed the Engineering-
Procurement-Construction (EPC) turkey basis contract 
with the Botswana Power Corporation (BPC). In the 
contract, China National Electric Equipment 
Corporation (CNEEC) will take full responsibility for 
constructing the Morupule B power station in Palapye. 
The Morupule project is the first of its kind the Chinese 
company has undertaken. Read more 

Rio Tinto and Chinalco in talks to develop Guinean iron mine 

 

Rio Tinto PLC and Aluminum Corp. of China Ltd. 
(ACH), or Chinalco, are in advanced talks to jointly 
develop the Simandou iron-ore project in the West 
African nation of Guinea. The talks are limited to areas 
such as utilizing China's political contacts, financing 
capabilities and experience developing infrastructure in 
Africa. Development costs for the project are expected 
to top US$12 billion. Read more 

 Chinese firm receive land deal in Sudan 

 

The Chinese company ZTE received an allocation of 
approximately 10,000 hectares of land from the 
Sudanese Ministry of Agriculture. The deal aims at 
boosting production of wheat and maize, state media 
reported. ZTE is a technology company but it has 
invested in Sudan, Ethiopia and elsewhere in Africa. In 
June 2009 the company signed two memoranda of 
understanding with the Sudanese government. 
Read more 

Additional US$1 million needed to repair earthquake damage in 
Malawi  

http://www.thebusinessdiary.co.bw/?p=631
http://www.tradingmarkets.com/news/stock-alert/rtp_dj-rio-tinto-chinalco-in-talks-to-develop-africa-iron-mine-paper-846467.html
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article34444
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The Chinese government, which is financing the 
ongoing construction of the 106 km Karonga–Chitipa 
road in northern Malawi, says it will cost US$1 million 
to reconstruct a stretch of the road damaged by an 
earthquake which hit the district of Karonga in 
December 2009. Chinese insurance company Pingan 
Insurance is expected to pick up the tab for the 
reconstruction of the damaged section. The Karonga–
Chitipa road is being built by China Road & Bridge 
Construction. Read more 
 

CNOOC in US$3 billion Latin American deal 
 China's state-owned energy company CNOOC is to 

take a 50% stake in Argentina's Bridas, a US$3.1 
billion deal that marks the latest move by Beijing to 
secure energy resources to power its fast-growing 
economy. Yang Hua, CNOOC president, said that 
Bridas had world-class oil and gas assets and was a 
"good beachhead for us to enter Latin America". The 
deal will make CNOOC a partner of Britain's BP in Pan 
American Energy, a joint venture with coveted oil and 
gas exploration and production activities across Latin 
America. Read more 
 

China explores rail routes in Europe 

 

As part of an ambitious expansion of its high-speed rail 
network, China is considering running 320 kph trains all 
the way to Europe via two potential routes. China is 
exploring the possibility of extending its high-speed 
train network as far as Europe, potentially cutting rail 
travel time between London and Beijing to as little as 
two days. Officials hope to see the project completed 
over the next ten years. Read more 
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http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/malawichina-2010-03-12
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/34a7ce26-2fd3-11df-9153-00144feabdc0.html?nclick_check=1
http://www.businessweek.com/globalbiz/content/mar2010/gb20100316_622801.htm

