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Dear Reader, 

 
The Weekly China Briefing is compiled by the Centre for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa. It monitors key developments in China-Africa commerce and 
development.   
 
Regards, 
 
The Centre for Chinese Studies Research Team 
 

China expects first trade deficit in six years  

 

 

It is expected that this year China will have its first trade 
deficit since April 2004. Premier Wen Jiabao is  
reported to be pleased with this turn of events given 
that Chinese trade policy has drawn international 
criticism since it is widely believed the large Chinese 
trade surplus demonstrates the Chinese Yuan is 
undervalued and gives Chinese exporters an unfair 
competitive advantage. Within the first two months of 
the year U.S. imports from China were up by 37%, 
European imports by 35% and imports to China from 
Japan were up by 48%. Read More    
 

Google shuts China site in dispute over censorship 

 

As the Google vs. China saga continues, Google 
recently closed its internet search service in China and 
now diverts mainland users to an uncensored search 
engine in Hong Kong. This move is seen as a way to 
skirt Chinese censorship without breaking any Chinese 
laws. This has angered Chinese authorities and only 
serves to escalate tensions between the Internet giant 
and the Chinese government. China still hosts 
Google`s Chinese R & D team as well as the local 
sales force. Read More 
 

Chinese automaker likely to produce vehicles in South Africa  

 

China FAW Group Corporation, a leading Chinese 
automaker, is preparing to localize truck manufacturing 
in South Africa. The import and export arm of China 
FAW group, based in Changchun, signed a letter of 
intent recently with the China-Africa Development Fund 
on jointly investing in motor vehicle production in 
Africa, most likely midsize trucks in South Africa.  The 
project would involve a total investment of US$100 
million, including US$55 million to be injected by China 
FAW and US$45 million by the China-Africa 
Development Fund. Read More  
 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB20001424052748704211704575139303670915216.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/23/technology/23google.html?th&emc=th
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Nigeria cabinet sacking delays Nitel sale 

 

The sale of Nigerian telecommunications firm Nitel has 
been postponed until a probe of the leading bidders 
can be completed. This has been further complicated 
by the fact that acting President Goodluck Jonathan 
has dissolved the Nigerian Federal Parliament. Until a 
new cabinet can be constituted, the sale of Nitel to the 
preferred bidder, New Generation (a subsidiary of 
China`s Unicom) will not commence. Read More 
 

Zambia turns to China for loans 

 

President Rupiah Banda of Zambia has stated that the 
African nation has turned to China for financial support 
given that China offers such attractive interest rates. 
Zambia, the top copper producer in Africa (copper 
constitutes 80% of its export earnings) has deepened 
its cooperation with China in the past five years. 
Recently there has also been a mining agreement and 
a deal to set up a joint economic zone.  Read More 

 
 

Shanghai Expo provides platform for South Africa  

 

The director of the South African pavilion at the 
Shanghai Expo 2010, Schoeman du Plessis, has stated 
that the 2000m

2
 pavilion will serve as a good form of 

exposure for South African companies that are 
interested in entering the Chinese market. This is the 
first year in which South Africa has been granted an 
individual pavilion. The pavilion is said to depict South 
Africa as a country that is making good social and 
economic progress. Read More 
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http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSLDE62I0WS20100319
http://sg.sports.yahoo.com/news/tbs-zambia-economy-e65dddb-afp-20100312.html
http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90776/90883/6924813.html

