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Dear Reader, 

 
The Weekly China Briefing is compiled by the Centre for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa. It monitors key developments in China-Africa commerce and 
development.   
 
Regards, 
 
The Centre for Chinese Studies Research Team 

 
 Chinese earthquake kills 300, injures 8,000 in Qinghai 

 

An earthquake measuring 6.9 on the Richter Scale 
recently struck China’s western Qinghai province. The 
tremor killed about 300 people and injured 8,000, the 
official Xinhua News Agency reported. The quake, 
followed by a series of aftershocks, was also 
responsible for millions of US Dollars’ worth of damage 
to infrastructure in the region affected. Read More. 

China sees first trade deficit in years 

 

China’s MOFCOM reported a trade deficit of US$7.24 
billion last month, its first monthly trade deficit in nearly 
six years, as imports jumped along with a surging 
domestic economy while exports grew more modestly. 
According to the official Xinhua news agency, China’s 
General Administration of Customs said the March 
reading was the first trade deficit since April 2004. 
China had a trade surplus of US$7.6 billion in February 
2010 and US$14.2 billion in January 2010. Read More.  
 

China visit inspires South African high-speed rail link plan 

 

After a State visit to China, South Africa's Transport 
Minister Sibusiso Ndebele is championing the 
construction of a multibillion-Rand high-speed rail link 
between the city of Durban and Johannesburg. 
Addressing the media in Cape Town recently, Ndebele 
said his interest in a high-speed rail link was inspired 
by a recent visit to China, where construction to 
develop a high-speed rail link between Shanghai and 
Beijing is taking place. Read More. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/10/business/global/10china.html
http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90776/90883/6950970.html
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China signs US$838 million hydro junction contract with Sudan 

 

The Sudanese government has given the go-ahead for 
the Upper Atbara Hydro Junction Project`s 
construction. This project, worth US$848 million, will 
be completed in conjunction with the China 
International Water & Electric Corporation and its 
parent company, the China Three Gorges Corporation. 
This project is the biggest construction project yet 
undertaken by a Chinese company in Sudan. It is also 
the second biggest international hydroelectric project 
undertaken by a Chinese company. Read More 
 
 

China hands over revamped stadium to Zimbabwe 

 

China has handed over a revamped national stadium 
to Zimbabwe after refurbishments costing US$10 
million, China’s state media reported recently, in a 
further sign of Chinese support for a government much 
criticised in the West. China first built the 60,000-seat 
stadium in 1987, but it has been closed for renovations 
for the past three years, the official Xinhua news 
agency said. Read More.   
 

China to invest US$600-million in Zambian copper mining 

 

China Nonferrous Metal Mining plans to invest US$600 
million in Zambian copper mining. The investment is to 
be made between 2010 and 2011 and will be used to 
buy new mining equipment, develop a new copper 
mine, expand an existing copper mine and smelter 
facility, develop a tax-free economic zone and expand 
a copper processing plant. Read More. 
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http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90778/90861/6944255.html
http://af.reuters.com/article/sportsNews/idAFJOE63A01I20100411
http://www.tradeinvestafrica.com/news/469983.htm

