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Dear Reader, 

 
The Weekly China Briefing is compiled by the Centre for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa. It monitors key developments in China-Africa commerce and 
development.   
 
Regards, 
 
The Centre for Chinese Studies Research team 
 

China favours diplomatic approach in Korean boat crisis 

 

Liu Jian Chao, the Chinese ambassador to the 
Philippines, has stated that although China is 
concerned about the recent sinking of a South Korean 
patrol vessel, it does not approve of the proposed joint 
US-South Korean naval exercises off the Korean 
peninsula. The sinking of the vessel in March led to the 
death of 46 people and could be a catalyst for further 
difficulties in the region. The ambassador explained that 
China favours a diplomatic approach to the incident. 
Read More 
 

Chinese industries dip into commodity reserves 

 

Analysts have noticed that although there is still strong 
local demand for commodities such as lead, a fall in 
imports of other commodities indicates that Chinese 
manufacturers are presently using up their reserves. 
This has the potential to become a concerning trend for 
the commodities sector, given that Chinese 
manufacturers are clearly awaiting a dip in 
commodities prices, based on weakening Chinese 
demand, before returning to the commodities market 
again. Read More 
 

Chinese company to build US$1 billion Nigeria railway 

 

 

If all goes according to plan, Lagos, Nigeria’s capital, 
will have its first urban railway system by 2013. The 
inhabitants of sub-Saharan Africa’s biggest city usually 
make use of taxi and a rapid transit bus system, but the 
proposed US$1 billion railway line will apparently be 
able to accommodate 382 000 passengers by 2017. 
The Chinese Civil Engineering Construction Company 
has received the design and construction tender. Read 
More 
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South African tourism office opens in China 

 South African Tourism has opened a new office in 
Beijing in an attempt to capitalize on the expanding 
Chinese tourism market to Africa. Marthinus van 
Schalkwyk, the South African Minister of Tourism, as 
well as Shao Qiwei, the Chairman of the Chinese 
National Tourism Administration were in attendance on 
the day of the opening. Chinese travellers accounted 
for 45,326 visitors to South Africa last year. This 
represents a year on year growth of 12%. Read More 
 

Zambian mine to create an extra 1000 jobs 

 

The Chinese-owned Mulalishi open pit copper mine in 
Zambia is set to create 1000 additional positions, 
bringing the number of employees on the mine to 
3,000. Preparations are underway for the mine`s 
opening in July 2010. The mine is likely to produce 
500,000 tons of copper per year for the next 12 years, 
according to estimates.  Read More 
 

South African clothing industry seeks level playing field with China 

 Johann Baard, the Executive Director of Apparel 
Manufacturers of South Africa stated recently that the 
South African government should enact trade policies 
that ‘level the playing field’ between South African 
textile manufacturers and their Chinese counterparts. 
He made the point that the South African textile sector 
is important in the fight against poverty in the country, 
and that China`s fiscal policy made it difficult for local 
producers to compete with Chinese imports into South 
Africa. Read More 
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