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Dear Reader, 

 
The Weekly China Briefing is compiled by the Centre for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa. It monitors key developments in China-Africa commerce and 
development.   
 
Regards, 
 
The Centre for Chinese Studies Research Team 

 
 Angola was China’s largest oil supplier in the first half of 2010    

 

According to recent figures from the Chinese Customs 
Service, Angola was China`s biggest supplier of oil in 
the first half of 2010. China imported 22.2 million tons of 
crude oil from Angola, representing a 22% year on year 
rise in oil imports.  Read More 
 

Trade between Ghana And China exceeds US$1.6b 

 

Zhoa Shiren, the Charge D’ Affaires at the Chinese 
Embassy in Ghana recently disclosed that trade 
between the two countries reportedly exceeded US1.6 
billion last year. This amount was reached given the 
activity of the more than 400 projects undertaken by 
Chinese companies in Ghana.  Read More 
 

China jails writer for 15 years for endangering state security 

 

A Chinese writer of Uighur descent, Gheyrat Niyaz, has 
been given a prison sentence of 15 years Chinese 
authorities due to his reporting on the ethnic violence 
that broke out in Urumqi last year between Han 
Chinese and Uighurs. His articles were reportedly 
critical of government policies. During court 
proceedings he also admitted to being interviewed by 
foreign journalists. Read More 
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China will open wider to foreign business 

 

Chen Deming, the Chinese Minister of Commerce, has 
stated that perceptions that China is putting 
unnecessary obstacles in the way of foreign business 
entering the country are misplaced. European and US 
businesses have complained recently over favoritism 
shown towards local Chinese business, as well as 
unpredictability in regulatory practices. Chen went 
further to state that China plans to open up even more 

in the future. Read More 
 

China's "barefoot doctors" inspiration to Africa: WHO   

 

China's "barefoot doctors", who helped deliver basic 
medical services to the country's extensive and remote 
rural areas can be an inspiration to Africa slashing its 
high maternal and infant mortality rates, a WHO senior 
official has said on the sidelines of the African Union 
summit being held in Uganda. Chinese barefoot 
doctors are farmers who received minimal basic 
medical and paramedical training and worked in rural 
villages in the country bringing health care to rural 
areas where urban- trained doctors would not settle. 
Read more 
 

Chinese archaeologists' African quest  

 

Recently a team of eleven Chinese archaeologists 
arrived in Kenya to look for a shipwreck bearing 
evidence of Chinese contact with Eastern Africa that 
dates back 600 years. Historically, Zheng He, was an 
Admiral during the Ming Dynasty, and in 1418 lost his 
ship off the now-Kenyan cost. The legend that some of 
the crew survived and swam to shore, and eventually 
assimilated in the local African society is apparently 
backed by recent DNA testing, which has prompted the 
expedition to search for the wreck. Read More 
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