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Dear Reader, 

 
The Weekly China Briefing is compiled by the Centre for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa. It monitors key developments in China-Africa commerce and 
development.   
 
Regards, 
 
The Centre for Chinese Studies Research Team 

 
 China and Nigeria to build free trade zone in Lagos 

 

China and Nigeria are building one of Africa's largest 
free trade zones in Nigeria’s capital, Lagos. Chinese 
companies will use the facility to manufacture goods for 
export throughout Africa. The 16,000 hectare free trade 
zone on the tip of the Lekki Peninsula is being built to 
develop local manufacturing and reduce Nigeria's 
dependence on imported consumer goods. Read more 

China puts SA rail plans on track 

 

President Jacob Zuma returned from a state visit to 
China with what may be the ticket to the future of 
transport in South Africa. He signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Chinese government on 
possible rail cooperation, as South Africa seeks to be 
part of the “rail renaissance” currently taking place 
globally. The department has identified three high-
speed rail projects with lines running from 
Johannesburg to Durban, Johannesburg to Cape Town 
and Johannesburg to Musina. Read more 

Ghana and China sign an agreement on traditional medicines  

 

Ghana’s Ministry of Health (MOH) and its Chinese 
counterpart recently signed an agreement to begin 
clinical trials in Chinese traditional medicine in the 
country. The agreement between MOH and Chinese 
State Agency for Traditional Medicine is set to pave the 
way for collaboration between their traditional medicine 
regimes. Deputy Minister of Health, Mr. Rojo Mettle-
Nunoo, said the medicines which would be used for 
treatment of malaria, hypertension and stroke, diabetes 
and cholesterol management had been sent to the 
Food and Drugs Board (FDB) to test their efficacy. 
Read more 
 

 
 

http://www.voanews.com/english/news/asia/China-and-Nigeria-Building-Huge-Free-Trade-Zone-in-Lagos-102148814.html
http://www.fin24.com/Economy/China-puts-SA-rail-plans-on-track-20100901
Read%20more
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Standard Bank ‘disappointed’ by ICBC deal 

 

South Africa's Standard Bank has been disappointed 
by the revenue so far from its partnership with 
Industrial and Commercial Bank of China, the head of 
Africa's largest lender said recently. Jacko Maree, 
Standard Bank's group chief executive said in an 
interview that the bank was in "hiring mode" for skilled 
bankers, and aimed to double its Nigerian branch 
network this year. Standard Bank, which is 20% owned 
by ICBC, is targeting the increasing trade flows 
between Asia and the resource-rich continent.  
Read more 
 

China to push forward WTO talks  
 China will work with other members of the World Trade 

Organization (WTO) to push forward global trade talks, 
Vice President Xi Jinping said recently. "China will 
unswervingly promote its reform and opening-up and 
continue its important role in safeguarding the 
multilateral trade regime," Xi told WTO chief Pascal 
Lamy during a meeting at the coastal city of the 
southeast Fujian Province. Lamy, who is in China for 
an international investment forum, spoke highly of the 
Chinese government's efforts in bolstering trade and 
investment. Read more 
 

China strikes positive note in talks with United States 

 

Chinese leaders called for enhanced dialogue and 
cooperation with the US while visiting the White House 
for a series of high level meetings recently, signalling 
Beijing's concern that tensions over the their respective 
currencies and other issues are threatening ties 
between the world's two key economies. The trip 
marks the start of several months of active, high-level 
U.S.-China diplomacy, including expected visits by Mr. 
Wen and Chinese President Hu Jintao to the U.S. 
Read more 
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