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Editorial 
 
The intensification of economic and diplomatic relations between China and 

Africa has in recent years had a number of social outflows. Of the most 

significant are the exchanges in the educational and legal spheres under a 

broader umbrella of cooperation in human resource development in Africa. 

 

This progressively gained more formal structure under the Forum on China-

Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) processes. At the conclusion of the fourth FOCAC 

at the end of 2009, for instance, the Chinese government committed itself to 

increase financial support for the training of young African professionals and 

teachers – in part through scholarship funding – and to help enhance research 

and educational collaboration between Chinese and African tertiary institutions 

through the 20+20 partnership initiative. Similarly, FOCAC IV spawned a Legal 

Forum, held for the first time in December 2009 with the aim of fostering 

dialogue on the legal dimensions and implications of China-Africa relations.  

 

This edition of The China Monitor focuses on the emergent human resource 

development agenda in China‘s ties with the African continent. Kenneth King, 

Professor Emeritus and former director of the Centre for African Studies at 

Edinburgh University, Scotland, discusses the Asian power‘s involvement in 

Africa‘s higher education and training sector, drawing conclusions on the 

prospects and limitations of this cooperation. We present an excerpt of a lecture 

on the topic recently delivered by Prof King at Rhodes University in South Africa. 

In a second analysis, Ms Sanne van der Lugt, senior researcher at the Centre 

for Chinese Studies focuses on the outcomes of the Second FOCAC Legal 

Forum held in Beijing in mid-September 2010. She reflects on the potentialities 

of this forum for framing an increasingly important contingent of China-Africa 

relations. 

 

The societal aspects – and impacts - of China‘s progressively closer involvement 

in Africa remain under-explored. There is little tracking, for instance, of the 

growing interaction between Chinese and African Non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs), nor of how civil society interaction affects formal, political 

relations. The rise, functioning and implications of Confucius Institutes in Africa 

also require deeper analysis. Clearly, there is a changing dynamic to China-

Africa relations shaped by new interfaces at the civil society level which require 

more substantive research. 

 

 
 

 

 

Professor Scarlett Cornelissen 

Interim Director, Centre for Chinese Studies 
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“The DRC may still be 

plagued by disease and 

absolute poverty and in the 

Eastern parts ravaged by war, 

but its mining sector is 

booming.” 
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Policy Watch 

 

China’s Higher Education and Training Cooperation 

with Africa: Context, Character, Coherence and 

Commitment 

 

 

 By Professor Kenneth King  

Department of International Education and Lifelong Learning,  

Hong Kong Institute of Education 

 
                                                                                               
 

 

The following is an edited excerpt from Kenneth King. 2010. China’s Higher 
Education and Training Cooperation with Africa: Context, Character, 
Coherence and Commitment, lecture delivered on 30

th
 September 2010 at 

Rhodes University on the occasion of China Week, a programme of events 
organized by that institution’s Confucius Institute. The wider research has 
been supported by the Hong Kong Research Grants Council (RGC/UGC 
750008]. The views expressed here are the author’s. 

 

Introduction 

There has been a good deal less attention paid to China‘s human resource 

development (HRD) commitments to Africa than to those concerned with 

investment, concessional loans, and to the construction of medical and agricultural 

facilities in Africa. However, there has been a long history of China-Africa education 

cooperation, and it will be important to acknowledge this historical context in 

analysing the subsequent Forum for China Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) pledges to 

HRD in Africa. 

 

1. The FOCAC umbrella for HRD targets and the intensification of China-Africa 

partnerships, 2003-2010 

It is interesting to reflect on the fact that the very year, 2000, in which the UN and 

multilateral agencies set out the six Education for All (EFA) goals in the Dakar World 

Forum on Education for All, and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 

following the Millennium Summit of September 2000, China launched its unique 

Pan-African forum for cooperation in October 2000. Although China‘s cooperation 

with Africa would continue to be an intensely bilateral activity, re-enforced by very 

high level visits of Chinese leaders to African countries each year from 2000, it was 

invaluable for China also to have developed this Pan-African umbrella organisation. 

China is almost unique amongst donors in having such a mechanism, the Forum of 

China-Africa Cooperation, that deals with virtually the whole of Africa.
1
 Unlike many 

traditional donors such as France and Britain, it does not cooperate principally with a 

special sub-set of countries with historic, linguistic, geographic or economic ties with 

the donor country. Also, China seeks historically to avoid these FOCAC 

engagements appearing like aid or development assistance. Rather they are 

presented as elements of a joint agreement between two partners, ‗featuring political 

equality and mutual trust, economic win-win cooperation and cultural exchanges‘ 

(FOCAC 2009b: para. 1.2). China would argue, like Japan, that its cooperation is 

―China is almost unique 
amongst donors in having 
such a mechanism, the 
Forum of China-Africa 
Cooperation, that deals with 
virtually the whole of Africa.‖ 

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  
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―President Hu Jintao‘s speech 
at the Beijing FOCAC summit 
in November 2006 presented 
education within a much wider 
cultural, scientific, medical 
and tourism agenda.‖ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

basically in the responsive mode. 

 

So when it comes to judgements, in Paris Declaration terms, about the ‗country 

ownership‘ of the FOCAC pledges and commitments, clearly the declarations and 

action plans from the great FOCAC conferences are shot through with references to 

‗the two sides agreed…‘. So even though more needs to be known in detail about 

how these different agreements are actually reached between China and 49 

separate countries, the outcomes are claimed to be owned by both China and Africa. 

There is always a danger with quantitative targets, which the FOCAC conferences 

initiated in 2003, that these become the central focus of the cooperation and that the 

wider people-to-people engagement between China and Africa which we have 

referred to becomes secondary. 

 

It is important therefore to underline also the fact that ‗education‘ is not identified as 

a FOCAC objective in a separate silo. President Hu Jintao‘s speech at the Beijing 

FOCAC summit in November 2006 presented education within a much wider 

cultural, scientific, medical and tourism agenda:  

 

Third, expand exchange for cultural enrichment. We will strengthen 

cultural and people-to-people exchanges to increase mutual 

understanding and friendship between our two peoples and 

particularly between the younger generation. We will enhance 

exchanges and cooperation in education, science and technology, 

culture, public health, sports and tourism to provide intellectual 

motivation and cultural support for China-Africa cooperation. (Hu, 

2006) 

 

This is a very different world from the education MDGs of universal primary 

education or gender equity in education, or the six EFA Dakar Goals. Interestingly in 

the President‘s rationale it would appear that education is simply one element in a 

broader goal of cultural cooperation, mutual understanding and friendship. It is 

important not to lose sight of this over-arching objective, which is itself part of the 

primary objective of deepening a ‗political relation of equality and mutual trust‘ 

between China and Africa. The ‗targetisation‘ of these common understandings and 

their translation into quantifiable targets often means that the overall purpose and 

the ultimate drivers of the cooperation are lost.
2
 

 

This suggests that when we come to look at the different ‗educational‘ activities, we 

should remember that they are not seen as an ‗education goal‘ in their own right. 

Indeed even in the translation of mutual trust and solidarity into quantifiable human 

resource goals, education is not picked out for separate treatment; rather, education 

is part of a much wider human resource agenda covering all professional fields but 

including agriculture, health and volunteering, as can be seen in this 8
th
 pledge from 

the Beijing Summit: 

 

8.  Over the next three years, train 15,000 African professionals; send 

100 senior agricultural experts to Africa; set up 10 special agricultural 

technology demonstration centres in Africa; build 30 hospitals in Africa 

and provide RMB 300 million of grant for providing artemisin and 

building 30 malaria prevention and treatment centres to fight malaria in 

Africa; dispatch 300 youth volunteers to Africa; build 100 rural schools 

in Africa; and increase the number of Chinese government scholarships 

to African students from the current 2000 per year to 4000 per year by 

2009. (Hu, 2006) 

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  
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2. The higher education focus of China’s HRD partnerships with Africa  

It is debateable whether we should assert higher education as the HRD focus of 

China‘s education cooperation.  The principal difficulty in doing so is that the 

Chinese don't openly discuss options for the allocation and use of educational aid.
3
 

There is not an accessible account of the trade-offs of investing in basic education 

versus secondary or higher as there has been in the Western aid debate for 

decades.  As far as I know, there is nothing resembling an education sector policy 

for aid of the kind that has been widespread in the West for 50 years. This is 

crucially important to emphasise and underline again and again. Education 

cooperation is not perceived as a stand-alone sector. And although the 

partnerships we have analysed and the ‗HRD‘ elements of the FOCAC agreements 

are on balance more tilted towards higher education than basic, seeking to define 

the sub-sectoral focus of China‘s aid is ultimately a somewhat artificial exercise. 

The FOCAC agreements should not be broken down into the well-worn sectors or 

sub-sectors associated with Western donors, any more than should China’s African 

policy of 2006 (China, 2006) be mined for what is said, in two paragraphs, about 

cooperation in human resources development and education. Ultimately all the 

many elements of China‘s cooperation with Africa are inseparable from the political, 

economic and trade engagements with Africa.  Discussions of the kind that take 

place in the aid chapter of the recent EFA Global Monitoring Reports, which are a 

good deal to do with allocation within the education sector, are a world away from 

China‘s view of HRD as a completely integral element of development policy and 

politics, whether in the West of China or in Africa. 

 

That said, what does the education and HRD cooperation amount to from the latest 

FOCAC pledges of November 2009? It covers at least the following: 

The specifically education pledges build on the format of the previous 

commitments, with an increase in long term Chinese government scholarships to 

5,500 by 2012; a pledge to help with teacher and head teacher training (1500); and 

a new 20+20 cooperation plan for more intensive one-to-one cooperation between 

20 Chinese universities or vocational colleges and 20 African counterparts. 

Intriguingly, the 100 rural schools of the previous plan (2007-2009) have turned into 

50 China-Africa friendship schools for the next triennium. By contrast, there is a 

pledge to develop Masters in Publication Administration (MPA) training of 200 

middle and high-level administrative personnel in programmes in China. Finally in 

the ‗education‘ section, there is a strong commitment to continue to develop 

Confucius institutes, increase scholarships to African teachers of Chinese, and a 

redoubling of efforts to raise the capacity of African teachers of Chinese. Under 

human resources development, but not education, there is the continued 

commitment to the massive short-term training of what FOCAC used to call 

‗professionals‘ – now it is just termed 20,000 ‗people from different sectors in 

Africa‘. 

 

One of the biggest additions to the FOCAC pledges in the present 2010-2012 

agenda is the strengthened commitment to science and technology cooperation. 

This now includes the launch of a China-Africa science and technology partnership 

plan, a climate partnership, the execution by China of 100 joint research and 

demonstration projects, and the invitation to 100 African post-doctoral students to 

conduct scientific research in China. 

 

Finally, there is the ‗China-Africa joint research and exchange plan to strengthen 

cooperation and exchanges between scholars and think tanks‘ in China-Africa. This 

was formally launched in March 2010, and there was a major follow up meeting in 

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  
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―One of the biggest additions to 
the FOCAC pledges in the 
present 2010-2012 agenda is 
the strengthened commitment to 
science and technology 
cooperation.‖ 

Educational co-operation is part of the FOCAC 
discourse. Photo: china.org.cn  
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 August 2010. It falls under the section of the pledges on people to people exchanges 

and cooperation.  

 

A great deal of this HRD agenda is delivered through the modality of higher 

education partnerships, as was discussed earlier, and what we have now in a 

number of the key Chinese universities are a series of multiple and overlapping 

commitments to parts of the HRD agenda outlined above. Thus some Chinese and 

African universities are responsible for short-term training seminars, long-term 

scholarships, Confucius Institutes, the new joint research and exchange plans, as 

well as being part of the new 20+20 twinning scheme.
4
  They may also have been 

partners in developing and staffing one of the large bilateral projects in higher 

education, and may be examples also of capacity building in African Studies within 

China. 

 

In this way, at the higher education level, this focus on China being exposed to Africa 

and vice versa is central to the logic of China‘s cooperation. So when the FOCAC 

2009 Action Plan (para 6.4.1) mentions: ‗The two sides noted that people-to-people 

exchanges are conducive to mutual understanding and important to the deepening of 

China-Africa friendship. The two sides remain committed to promoting people-to-

people exchanges‘, it is making a crucially important point about the nature of the 

cooperation process (FOCAC, 2009). 

 

3. Locating and categorising the unique
5
 and dramatic case of the Confucius 

Institutes 

In a conference that is located within a Confucius Institute (CI) partnership at the 

higher education level, it may be useful, in conclusion, to comment on how this 

particular initiative, which is now a global phenomenon, illustrates the many facets of 

China‘s HRD cooperation.  First, and most crucial, the CIs are not intended to be a 

supply-side modality, unlike the analogous language and culture institutes of Europe 

and USA. They are clearly in the demand-driven mode, responding to the many 

requests coming from universities world-wide. This puts them on a par with many of 

the other elements in the FOCAC agenda, but, significantly and appropriately, there 

is no CI target for CI provision laid out as there are for long- and short-term training. 

 

Second, the CIs are increasingly operating as an additional focus for people-to-

people exchange and cultural cooperation.  Through their parent body, Han Ban, the 

CI Headquarters in Beijing, there are a wide range of short-term and longer-term 

scholarships available for African learners of Chinese to be exposed to China. For 

the African CIs alone there will be a total of some 350 such opportunities offered in 

2010.  This makes the CI scholarship window a significant addition to those offerings 

from the China Scholarship Council. 

 

Third, as to locating the Confucius Institute as a particular cooperation modality, 

there are clearly problems with identifying it as a form of official development 

assistance (ODA), for the good reason that more than 50% of the support from 

China is going to so-called developed countries (94 Confucius Institutes are in 

Europe and 60 are in USA and Canada). Yet all Confucius Institutes currently 

receive a generous annual subsidy for their work, apart from receiving language 

teachers and volunteers, and the offer of short- and long-term scholarships. 

Furthermore, it is clear that there is scope for the Confucius Institute to become a 

mechanism for widening the inter-university cooperation beyond language to include 

Chinese studies and culture. It will be interesting to see if in certain university 

settings in Africa, this may develop into larger Centres for Chinese Studies. 

 

―CIs are increasingly operating 
as an additional focus for 
people-to-people exchange and 
cultural cooperation.‖ 

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  

A Confucius Institute in Kenya 

Photo:english.cri.cn  



  

 

   

The China Monitor 
 

October 2010 

8 

`  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

At the more general level, the CI movement may be loosely classified as a form of 

soft power, or cultural diplomacy, but those terms do not do justice to the demand 

side of the CI equation. The CIs are not so much creating the demand for Chinese 

language learning but are responding to a widespread vocational (and professional) 

interest in many countries for acquiring expertise in Chinese.  And this interest is of 

course inseparable from the very visible presence of Chinese enterprise, industry 

and commerce, as well as new Chinese communities, in so many different countries, 

especially in Africa. 

 

The CI phenomenon underlines and illustrates, therefore, a good deal of what we 

have been analysing in this short paper. It is fundamentally a partnership 

mechanism, with substantial contributions being made from both sides. It is not 

narrowly concerned with the promotion of language, but, as exemplified in this China 

Week in Rhodes University, covers several other dimensions of the arts, culture, 

history, poetry and politics of China. And with the partner university, Jinan, there are 

now growing connections with new centres such as their Institute of African Studies. 

It is far from being therefore a stand-alone education project, as there are vitally 

important links and relations sustaining the initiative from outside the education 

sector. 

 

One of the key questions for this paper and for this China Week more generally, 

therefore, is whether the Confucius Institute process and the wider discourse 

surrounding it confirm the position of this paper that China‘s cooperation with Africa 

has a different logic and chemistry from the aid modalities of many of the traditional 

development partners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End Notes 

 
1
 Arguably, Japan led the way on combining Pan-African and bilateral cooperation. But both 

countries have substantial bilateral discussions  at the country level, leading to country 

programmes, and they also have continent-wide agreements through the Tokyo International 

Conference on African Development (TICAD) and FOCAC respectively.  
2 

For the potentially distorting impact of target-setting in education, see King and Rose (2005). 
3 

For a fuller discussion of the allocative issues in China‘s education cooperation, see King 

(2010b). 
4
 The majority of the universities (11/20) selected in Africa for the 20+20 partnerships are 

already universities with Confucius Institutes. 
5
 None of the other obvious BRICS nations, such as India, Brazil or Russia, has sought to 

promote its major national language in the way that China has done. Nor has Japan done so 

during its own economic ascendancy, perhaps not least because it did so unsuccessfully 

during the 1930s in its military expansion in South East Asia and the Pacific. 

Kenneth King is Visiting 

Professor at the Department of 

International Education and 

Lifelong Learning at the Hong 

Kong Institute of Education.  
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Commentary 
 

 

Law and civil society exchanges between China and 
Africa: Outcomes of the Second FOCAC Legal Forum, 
Beijing, 15-19 September 2010 
 

 
  

By Sanne van der Lugt    

Centre for Chinese Studies, Stellenbosch University 

 

 
The Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) is more than a platform for 

cooperation between governments of China and African countries alone. Besides the 

tri-annual meeting on the Ministerial level, it also provides a platform for people-to-

people dialogue and discourse. In August this year, Ambassador Shu Zhan, a former 

Chinese Ambassador to South Africa, explained during a seminar in South Africa 

that sub-forums within the FOCAC framework, such as the Legal Forum, are ―the 

parallel mechanisms for the participation of civil society.‖
1
   

 

The first FOCAC Legal Forum was held in Cairo, Egypt from 20-21 December 2009, 

shortly after the fourth FOCAC Ministerial Conference held in Sharm-el-Sheikh. It 

was jointly initiated by the Cairo Regional Centre for International Commercial 

Arbitration and the China Law Society.
2
 The objective of this ―Forum on China-Africa 

Cooperation - Legal Forum‖ is to build a dialogue mechanism for strengthening 

China-Africa legal exchanges and to promote the all-round development of China-

Africa cooperation in various fields. The key topics that were discussed in Cairo 

were:  

 

1.   The important role of law in China-Africa cooperation;  

2. The introduction of legal systems in China and African countries;  

3. The impact of various legal systems on China-Africa trade and investment 

relations 

4. The dispute resolution mechanisms in trade and investment between China 

and African countries – initial studies on optimal means balancing the China-

Africa trade and investment relations.
3
  

 

―In order to continuously enhance the friendship and understanding between legal 

communities in China and African countries, expand the influence of the Legal 

Forum, and consolidate the achievements of the First Legal Forum‖
4
, the China Law 

Society organized the Second FOCAC-Legal Forum in Beijing. More than 200 

delegates, including Ministers and legal professionals from 37 African countries met 

at the Friendship Hotel from 15 to 19 September 2010.   

On the first day of the conference, a selection of Africa‘s ‗top legal professionals‘ 

were invited to meet with the Chinese President Hu Jintao. While a symbol of 

courtesy, this gesture, together with the presence of so many Ministers and 

Ambassadors, also made the Forum a more political gathering and tempered the 

―people to people‖ aspect of it.  

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  

―The first FOCAC Legal Forum 
was held in Cairo, Egypt from 
20-21 December 2009, shortly 
after the fourth FOCAC 
Ministerial Conference held in 
Sharm-el-Sheikh.‖ 
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The theme of the Second Forum was ―Grasp the opportunities, strengthen the 

collaboration and push forward the overall development of the China-Africa New-

type Strategic Partnership‖, and this was vigorously introduced in the opening 

ceremony. As proceedings got underway, presentations and proposals that followed 

were modest. The presenters tended to focus on the importance of law in China-

Africa relations and many of them addressed the historical and recent achievements 

within the field of law and regulation within their own country. Some presentations 

focused on the practical implications, discussing for instance dispute resolution 

mechanisms and the impact of various legal systems on China-Africa trade and 

investment relations.  

The very visible involvement of Egyptian representatives at the event was striking. 

For example, there were eight Egyptian delegates while most other delegations at 

the Forum consisted out of two or three persons at most. The first African 

chairperson was H.E. Mr. Mahmoud Allam, the former Ambassador of Egypt to 

China. For every single panel discussion there were two chairpersons: one from 

China and one from Africa.  

In his speech, H.E. Mr. Allam emphasised that the recent changes in the world 

require a re-evaluation of international law. He proposed to use the Legal Forum to 

change international law. He argued that African countries and China should work 

together as developing countries and should endeavour to have their norms and 

values reflected in international legal discourse.  

The next speaker, Chief Justice of Mauritius, Mr. Yeung Sik Yuen, also mentioned 

the changes in what he called ―the New International Economic Order‖. According to 

him, international law needs to draw on more diverse cultures. It is interesting to see 

that the emergence of new powers not only changed the negotiation position of the 

so-called ―developing countries‖ or ―the South‖. It will also encourage changes in the 

international structure that was almost taken for granted by the traditional powers. 

According to Mr. Han Zhubin, the President of the China Law Society, law could play 

an important role in promoting world peace and reshaping the world order. Yatindra 

Nath Varma, a delegate from Mauritius, emphasised that both China and Africa are 

the cradle of mankind and; ―if China-Africa cooperation fails, then cooperation in 

general on a global level will be very difficult.‖ According to him, hope for world 

peace rests on this cooperation. By legalising the formal cooperation framework 

between China and Africa, FOCAC becomes ―a cooperation based on law, not just 

based on interests,‖ according to H.E. Mr. Allam from Egypt. 

Mr. Hong Yonghong, from China, explained that Chinese investors already need to 

apply to the local law of where they are operating; however, they often make 

mistakes through ignorance of local regulations. His view is that it would help if 

African countries could translate their labour law in Mandarin in order to prevent 

misunderstanding. Some African countries have already translated their labour law 

in Mandarin, with the support of the Centre for African Laws and Society of Xiangtan 

University, China. 

Mr. Yeung Sik Yuen from Mauritius also mentioned the importance of translating the 

law so that all parties involved can understand it. He thereby emphasised the role 

Mauritius could play in cooperating between different cultures, norms and values in 

the area of law and regulation. According to him, Mauritius is a great example of how 

different cultures are involved in the legal system.  

―If China-Africa cooperation 
fails, then cooperation in 
general on a global level will be 
very difficult.‖ 

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  
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Mr. Hu Bin from the Department of Treaty and Law of the Chinese Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs noted that developing countries have been striving for a more 

equitable international order for a while with remarkable success. He mentioned the 

G77 + China and the Non-Alignment Movement (NAM) (in which China is an 

observer) as examples of platforms for such negotiations. According to him, the 

challenges involved with global issues (diseases, global warming, terrorism, etc.) 

combined with changes in the world order (UN reform, the reform of the international 

financial system, etc.) lead to a New International Economic Order which 

necessitates a more inclusive international legal discourse. 

Besides political reasons, the economic benefits of closer cooperation in the field of 

law and regulations were discussed at this Legal Forum as well. According to Liu 

Yang, the executive Vice-President of the China Law Society, even the primary 

purpose of creating the Legal Forum was ―to set up a long-acting platform for the 

Chinese and African legal circles to enhance cooperation on the basis of better 

understanding, so as to provide more support for economic and trade development 

between China and Africa.‖
5
   

Wang Xuehua, premier lawyer of Huanzhong & Partners Law Firm, argued for 

example that if African and Chinese lawyers cooperate more closely, they might be 

able to decrease the costs of Chinese import and export industries and thereby 

potentially attract more Chinese investors.  

Mr. Wang Weiguo, Vice President of CLS Academy of Law, warned that most 

countries seem to develop laws just to attract foreign direct investment (FDI), where 

the focus should be on ―developing these laws in order to get GDP out of it.‖ 

According to him, that was also the goal of erstwhile Chinese Premier, Deng 

Xiaoping, and the results of his efforts are visible today. Mr. Wang emphasised the 

importance of African countries developing their own regulations for Special 

Economic Zones. Like China, Egypt and Tanzania have done so successfully 

according to him. 

Mr. Zhu Ciyun, Vice-President and Secretary General of CLS Academy of 

Commercial Law, argued that China still has room for improvement in ―getting GDP 

out of FDI as well.‖ He mentioned that ―even‖ in China there are different rules and 

regulations for national companies and foreign companies and that the rules and 

regulations are in favour of the latter. For many of the African participants it was 

interesting to hear from Mr. Hong Yonghong that African labour laws are, in general, 

of a much higher quality than Chinese labour law. He acknowledged that China can 

also learn from Africa in that sense. He added that recent changes in China's labour 

law, had brought Chinese labour law onto a similar level as its African counterpart.  

The invitation to the Second FOCAC Legal Forum signed by Ms.  Liu Yang the 

Executive Vice-President of the China Law Society states:  

We will make the FOCAC Legal Forum an academic platform for 

the legal circles to exchange their ideas and experiences, a stage 

for commercial circles to expand their business opportunities, and 

a bridge for the participants to make friends and foster 

cooperation.
6 
 

However, the Forum was not experienced as such by all participants. During the 

welcoming dinner, several of the African participants remarked that they were 

―African labour laws are, in 
general, of a much higher 
quality than Chinese labour 
law. China can also learn from 
Africa in that sense.‖ 

© Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Stellenbosch; All Rights Reserved  

The primary purpose of the Legal Forum is to set 
up a long-acting platform for the Chinese and 
African legal circles to enhance cooperation. 
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missing the academic element at the Forum. Without academic input, the discussion 

became highly political and even superficial, according to them. Indeed, many of the 

presentations were not very inspiring, and mainly summated what the country of the 

speaker at the podium could contribute to the cooperation in the field of law and 

regulation, with most ending with a wish to enhance Sino-Africa relations.  

The most interesting element of this Forum was to hear the motivations for closer 

cooperation in law and regulation, specifically: ―in order to make international law 

more inclusive, to strengthen and formalise the framework of Sino-Africa relations, to 

make trade between China and Africa more efficient and to make Chinese actors in 

Africa more accountable.‖ The Forum ended with the approval of the Beijing 

Declaration of the FOCAC Legal Forum which states amongst other things:  

 With the expansion of common interests, the increase of mutual 

demands, reinforcing and promoting exchanges and cooperation 

between Chinese and African legal circles has increasing 

importance for promoting mutual trust and understanding between 

China and African countries, ensuring the normal China-Africa 

trade and investment, boosting the common development of China 

and Africa, promoting democracy in international relations and 

justice in the international order and contributing to the effort of 

building a harmonious world of enduring peace and common 

prosperity.  

The further promises made in this Declaration involve: pushing forward the legal 

exchange and cooperation between China and Africa; reinforcing the understanding, 

friendship and cooperation between legal circles; and promoting actively the 

pragmatic legal cooperation between China and Africa. Despite the good intentions, 

the promises made are still quite vague and superficial. This was the comment of 

several African participants. The China Africa Legal Forum (CALF) is still a young 

initiative and needs time to mature and find focus. A bigger role for academics, as 

was suggested by some of the African participants, might hasten progress towards 

the Forum‘s objectives. 
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―The China Africa Legal Forum 
(CALF) is still a young initiative 
and needs time to mature and 
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of International Law, with implications on issues 
such as the ongoing incidence of piracy off the 
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Business Briefs 

The Business Briefs section summarises key events regarding China’s economy during the month of August 

 

China enforces new 

regulations for new 

energy projects It is 

reported that China 

recently stepped up its 

efforts to boost energy 

conservation across the 

country, enforcing new 

rules that demand 

energy-saving assessments be carried out on new 

fixed-asset investment projects. The National 

Development and Reform Commission, China top 

economic planner said all new investments must 

undergo independent assessments and government 

reviews to establish whether they actually save energy 

before approval can be granted by regulators.  

 

U.S. business fears "downward spiral" in China 

trade Congressional passage of a bill pressuring 

Beijing to revalue its currency could further harm U.S.-

Chinese trade relations already hampered by mutual 

mistrust and suspicion, U.S. companies invested in 

China said recently. With U.S. congressional elections 

looming, many U.S. lawmakers who blame unfair 

Chinese trade practices for American job losses are 

eager to show they are taking steps to get tough with 

Beijing and help tackle high U.S. unemployment.  

 

Yuan climbs to 

strongest level since 

1993 before U.S. Vote 

China‘s Yuan rose to the 

strongest level since 

1993 on speculation the 

government will allow 

faster appreciation as 

the U.S. steps up pressure for the currency to trade 

more freely. The currency climbed has climbed 

consistently for the past ten days, appreciating even 

after the People‘s Bank of China set a weaker 

reference rate. American lawmakers will vote soon on 

legislation that would let American companies petition 

for higher duties on imports from China to compensate 

for the effect of a weak currency.  

 

China launches lunar probe as NASA turns its 

back on the moon China recently launched its second  

 

lunar probe, the same week NASA severely cut back 

its moon programme, more than 40 years after Neil 

Armstrong's giant leap for mankind. China launched 

the Chang'e-2 probe from a site in Sichuan province. 

The probe was expected to reach lunar orbit in about 

five days since the time of it being launched. The 

launch is part of an ambitious space programme that 

aims to put a man on the moon later this decade. The 

probe will take pictures of the moon's surface, 

including a potential site for an unmanned landing.  

 

National Day 

celebration held at 

Chinese embassies 

around the world 

Chinese embassies 

and consulates 

around the world 

continued to hold 

receptions and other activities to mark the 61st 

birthday of the People's Republic of China, which fell 

on October 1. The Chinese embassy in Russia hosted 

a grand reception, which gathered 600 guests, toasting 

the festive occasion and the long-enduring Sino-

Russian friendship while expressing the best wishes 

for China's future prosperity. The Chinese ambassador 

to the UN office in Geneva, He Yafei, hosted a 

reception which was attended by around 400 UN 

officials and representatives from different countries.  

 

China to enhance 

international energy 

cooperation Chinese 

State Councilor Ma Kai 

said recently that 

China was willing to 

enhance energy 

dialogue and 

cooperation with other nations. China attaches great 

importance to energy-saving and environmental 

protection while striving to achieve a comprehensive, 

coordinated and sustainable development of energy, 

Ma said during a meeting with some participants of the 

2010 China International Energy Forum in Beijing. The 

participants included Pierre Gadonneix, chairman of 

the World Energy Council, and Randall Gossen, 

president of the World Petroleum Council.  

xhinuanet.com 

 shurenribet.org 

 

 wsj.com 

 
chinadigitaltimes.org 
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China's leaders meet 

to plan economic 

future China's ruling 

Communist Party is 

meeting in Beijing to 

draw up its next five-

year plan for the 

economy. The agenda is 

secret but analysts say that instead of seeking a high 

rate of economic growth, China's leaders want to close 

the gap between rich and poor and between coastal 

and inland areas. Analysts will also be watching for 

signs that Vice-President Xi Jinping and Vice-Premier 

Li Keqiang - the presumed successors to Mr Hu and 

Mr Wen - will move closer to power in a reshuffle.  

 

World's first ceramic stamps unveiled in east 

China The world's first set of ceramic stamps -- 11 

pieces of 0.3 mm thick ceramic chips -- was unveiled 

in Jingdezhen in east China's Jiangxi province, a 

spokesperson with the China National Philatelic 

Corporation said recently. The company will release 

only 10,000 limited edition sets of the "World Expo 

National Ceramic Stamp", made with Chinese 

traditional craftsmanship and modern techniques. The 

patterns of the ceramic stamps are based on 11 World 

Expo-themed stamps released by China since 2007.  

 

China says Yuan not 

scapegoat for US 

economic problems 

The Yuan shouldn‘t be 

a scapegoat for the US 

economic and 

unemployment 

problems, Yao Jian, 

spokesman for China‘s Ministry of Commerce, said at 

a press conference in Beijing recently.Other countries 

are in no position to judge what is an appropriate level 

for China‘s trade surplus, Yao said. China‘s current 

account surplus is about 5% of gross domestic product 

this year, which is appropriate, Yao said. China will 

continue with Yuan reform as a responsible nation, he 

continued.  

 

Emerging markets point the way forward For the 

past three years, the mantra among global dealmakers 

was that emerging markets would pick up the slack as 

their US and European counterparts hunkered down. 

This now appears to have come true as companies in 

developing countries cement their position as a new 

breed of global dealmakers. Although Asian  

 

economies have not been immune to the global 

financial crisis, the region‘s capacity to overcome the 

downturn, while western economies are still suffering, 

has confirmed the notion that the balance of 

commercial power is shifting from west to east. 

Chinese investment is surging in Africa, Latin America 

and south-east Asia, while Russian and central Asian 

natural resources companies are looking to list shares 

in Hong Kong. 

  

Brazil seeks closer 

defense relationship 

with China Brazil is 

seeking closer 

defense relations with 

China by various 

means, Brazilian 

Defense Minister 

Nelson Jobim said recently. "We are looking at 

cooperation in terms of basic training and the 

possibility of producing basic defense materials," said 

on the sidelines of an event marking the 61st birthday 

of the People's Republic of China. Brazil considers 

China an important trade partner as China recently 

replaced the United States as the largest buyer of 

Brazil's raw material exports.  

 

China hosts climate talks The United Nations' chief 

climate negotiator called for "flexibility" and "a spirit of 

compromise" to reach a balanced outcome at climate 

talks this week in China. Some 3,100 delegates from 

177 parties under the U.N. Framework Convention on 

Climate Change have gathered in the port city of 

Tianjin, the final meeting prior to the U.N. climate 

change summit in Cancun, Mexico, in November and 

December. They face the challenge of paring down 

some 70 pages of negotiating text, including 1,630 

specific terms and targets under dispute, that nations 

will debate at Cancun. 

 

China reveals 74 

subsidized energy-

efficient auto 

models The 

Chinese government 

announced that 74 

energy-efficient auto 

models will be 

offered subsidy of 

RMB 3,000 for every buyer, which was the third batch 

of such subsidy plan this year.   Forty-six of the 74 

auto models are domestically manufactured,  

Igadi.org 

 

Wheels.org.uk 

 

youngester.com 

paultan.org 
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accounting for around 62% of the total, compared with 

the proportion of 36.6% and 38% in the first and 

second batch of subsidy plan, respectively.  According 

to the policy jointly issued by the National 

Development and Reform Commission, the Ministry of 

Industry and Information Technology and the Ministry 

of Finance, the 74 auto models produced from 17 

companies include Beijing Hyundai, Brilliance Motor, 

BYD Auto, Changan Ford and Chongqing Changan. 

 

China vows to double 

trade with crisis-hit 

Greece Chinese 

Premier Wen Jiabao 

vowed recently to 

double trade with 

Greece within five 

years, and to buy 

Greek bonds when the crisis-hit country returns to 

international markets. Wen had a weeklong tour of 

European countries in Athens, heading a delegation 

that signed 11 private business deals and two state 

cooperation agreements for trade and cultural affairs. 

He said China planned to double its annual trade 

volume with Greece to US$ 8 billion by 2015. 

 

Honda plans US$ 600 China motorbike to take on 

emerging rivals Honda Motor Co., the world‘s largest 

motorcycle maker, plans to introduce a new motorbike 

that may be its cheapest to raise sales in emerging 

markets amid rising competition from Chinese and 

Indian rivals.  Honda will build and sell the two-wheeler 

for as little as US$ 599 in China starting next year and 

also introduce it in Nigeria and Latin America, 

Tatsuhiro Oyama, senior managing director in charge 

of Honda‘s motorcycle operations, said in an interview 

in Tokyo recently.  

 

IMF says China policy to 

help Yuan revalue Policy 

moves by the Chinese 

government to free the 

Yuan from a dollar peg will 

help the Chinese currency 

rise, Dominique Strauss-

Kahn, the head of the 

International Monetary 

Fund, said on Saturday. Finance Ministers from the 

Group of Seven major industrialized nations will meet 

informally on the sidelines of an IMF meeting in 

Washington on October 8, which will focus on potential  

 

 

currency depreciations by some countries who may 

seek to increase exports 

 

China plans to 

reduce its exports of 

minerals The Chinese 

government plans a 

further reduction, of up 

to 30%, next year in its 

quotas for exports of 

rare earth minerals, in 

an attempt to conserve dwindling reserves of the 

materials, the official newspaper China Daily said 

recently. Plans for smaller export quotas come just 

four days after U.S. trade officials announced they 

would investigate whether China was violating 

international trade rules with a wide range of policies to 

help its clean energy industries. One of the policies 

under investigation involves China‘s steady reductions 

in rare earth export quotas since 2005 and its 

imposition of steep taxes on the exports. 

 

After Chile, pits collapse in China and Ecuador Joy 

at the safe rescue of all 33 trapped miners in Chile 

recently has been thrown into sharp relief by news of 

two more mining catastrophes. At least 28 men have 

died in China and Ecuador, while 13 remain trapped or 

unaccounted for, emphasizing just how exceptional the 

Chile rescue was in an all-too-dangerous occupation. 

Hours after the Casa Negra collapse, a gas explosion 

in a coal mine in central China – near Yuzhou in 

Henan province – killed 26 men outright, and trapped 

another 11.  

 

Morgan Stanley gets 

nod for CICC stake 

sale Morgan Stanley 

(MS.N) has obtained 

regulatory approval for 

its planned sale of a 

34.3% stake in 

Chinese investment 

bank China International Capital Corp (CICC), state 

media reported recently. Morgan Stanley was in late 

stage talks to sell its stake in CICC to Kohlberg Kravis 

Roberts & Co and TPG Capital for more than US$ 1 

billion. 

 
Sourced from: Business Week, Reuters, NY Times,  China Daily, 
Wall Street Journal, Engineering News, The Guardian, Google, 
Bloomberg, Washington post, Huffington post, Abcnews.com,    

Greenwichmeantime.org 

Hardwaresource.com 
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China and Africa 

The latest updates on China’s involvement on the African continent. 

  
China plans US$ 20 

billion investment in 

Nigeria’s 

infrastructure The 

Director General of the 

Commonwealth 

Business Council has 

said that a consortium 

from China is planning to use a credit line owned by the 

Chinese government to invest about US$20 billion on 

infrastructure and capacity building in Nigeria. Dr. Mohan 

Kaul made the remarks in Abuja at a round table during 

the Nigerian international investor's forum, organised by 

the Nigerian Investment Promotion Commission (NIPC) 

in collaboration with the Commonwealth Business 

Council.  

 

China to aid transformation of Nairobi city Chinese 

participation in Kenya's infrastructural projects has been 

significant in recent years, with various construction firms 

involved with major highway projects, including the 

Mombasa Road. According to reports, the Ministry of 

Metropolitan Development is working to combat capital 

Nairobi's challenges so that it becomes the city of choice 

for investors within the next two decades. Foreign 

investment will also be a major factor in bringing the 

vision to fruition. The Chinese government is among 

those that have been approached.  

 

Ghana’s President 

Mills signs US 3 

billion agreement 

with China 

President Mills of 

Ghana and Chinese 

President Hu Jintao 

have signed a US$3 

billion agreement. 

The comprehensive project finance facility was agreed 

between the Ghana government and the China 

Development Bank. The money is expected to boost 

health, railways and road sectors of the Ghanaian 

economy. This is one of many agreements to be signed 

by President Mills during his state visit to China, 

according to Communications Director at the Presidency, 

Koku Anyidoho.  

 

China Union Pay enlists Equity Bank Equity Bank has 

become the third in Africa to link up with China‘s Union 

Pay, thus increasing the number of ATM outlets available  

to its customers. The deal makes the East African bank 

China Union Pay‘s sole agent in the region, and joins 

South Africa and Mauritius in the network. Equity Bank 

customers with Visa cards can now access their 

accounts from China Union Pay ATMs and points of sale 

all around the world.  

 

FOCAC Legal Forum 

opens in Beijing The 

second legal officials' 

forum under the 

framework of Forum on 

China-Africa 

Cooperation (FOCAC) 

recently opened in 

Beijing. At the opening ceremony, Han Zhubin, president 

of the China Law Society, proposed the two sides 

strengthen law-related exchanges, expand cooperation 

fields, enhance the role of laws and enrich the forum with 

more content. Han expressed the hope that law societies 

of the two sides will strengthen mutual trust and 

understanding, and give full play to laws in promoting 

people's livelihood and regional cooperation.  

 

China, Ghana sign US$15 billion deal for 

infrastructure, oil and gas China and Ghana recently 

signed US$15 billion worth of contracts, including 

US$10.4 billion of bank lending for infrastructure project 

and US$3 billion of bank loan for oil and gas 

development, during a six-day Beijing visit by Ghanaian 

President John Atta Mills, sources reported. The move is 

the latest in a string of Chinese investments on the 

resource-rich continent China Export Import Bank and 

the government of Ghana signed a US$10.4 billion 

concessionary-loan agreement for various infrastructure 

projects. The 20-year loan is subject to approval from the 

Ghanaian parliament and cabinet.  

 

Bidvest trades in Yuan 

notes Craig 

MacFarlane, head of 

retail operations, said in 

a statement, that 

demand for Chinese 

Yuan among South  

Peopledaily.com.cn 

Peopledaily.com.cn 

Mcccapitalprojects.org 

Mcccapitalprojects.org 
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African business and leisure travelers has been growing 

for some time. Bidvest is the first local bank to deal in 

Yuan notes. "Local demand for Yuan is already 

significant and is expected to grow in view of increasing 

trade and travel links between China and South Africa." 

He said. MacFarlane continued that currency restrictions 

applied in China and people were only permitted to take 

a maximum of 20,000 Yuan into or out of China.  

 

Sudan works with CNPC, 

Petronas on oil extraction 

Sudapet, Sudan's national 

petroleum company, is working 

with China's CNPC and 

Malaysia's Petronas to boost 

its oil recovery yield by another 

1 billion barrels by 2020, a senior Sudapet official said 

recently. Split by a north-south civil war and hurt by U.S 

sanctions, Sudan is courting more international 

exploration deals as investors look to exploit its oil 

reserves, which are estimated at 16-17 billion barrels 

onshore.  

 

South Africa's Wesizwe in funding talks with the 

Chinese South Africa's Wesizwe Platinum Ltd said 

recently that it was in advanced talks with a Chinese 

consortium for an US$877 million financing package, 

after it posted a first-half loss. Wesizwe, a mining 

exploration group, said the talks with China's Jinchuan 

Group Ltd and the China-Africa Development Fund were 

aimed at securing the funds in the form of debt and 

equity for its key Frischgewaagd-Ledig project.  

 

South Africa sends 

leaders to study in 

China Under a training 

programme devised by 

China and the African 

National Congress 

(ANC), at least 35 

senior ANC members 

have travelled to Beijing over the past year to attend 

lectures about Chinese national planning and the 

Communist Party‘s political education system. A group of 

provincial-level party secretaries will make the trip by the 

end of this year, and dozens of other ANC cadres are 

expected to visit China for the same training. The ANC 

wants all members of its national executive committee to 

take part in Chinese Communist Party lessons, ―as part 

of the ongoing political education for the leadership of our 

movement,‖ according to a report delivered at an ANC 

policy conference last week.  

 

China-Africa trade set to 

achieve record high China-

Africa trade is expected to 

bounce back to "pre-crisis 

levels" and is on track to hit a 

record high of more than 

US$110 billion this year, the 

Ministry of Commerce said. 

Huo Jianguo, director of the Chinese Academy of 

International Trade and Economic Cooperation under the 

ministry, also predicted China-Africa trade will "likely 

grow by around 20% in three to five years". Trade with 

the continent has outperformed that of China's major 

trade partners, including the United States and the 

European Union. China is Africa's largest trade partner.  

 

China calls for commitment to Africa ODA China 

recently called on developed countries to "expeditiously 

raise" their official development assistance (ODA) for 

Africa in order to meet the pledged targets of the 

international community and the actual needs of Africa. 

The statement came as Wang Min, the Chinese deputy 

permanent representative to the United Nations, was 

taking the floor at the UN General Assembly in a meeting 

to discuss how to strengthen the partnership with Africa 

in order to promote development on the continent.  

 

First China-Africa cross-

border cash platform 

starts operation Industrial 

and Commercial Bank of 

China (ICBC) held the 

signing ceremony of global 

cash  management with two 

large conglomerates in 

Wuhan recently, marking the start of the China-Africa 

cross-border cash-management platform. The cross-

border cash-management platform is jointly developed by 

the Standard Bank of South Africa and ICBC. It enables 

headquarters of Chinese enterprises to know account 

information of their African branches by real-time ICBC 

online bank and manage the changes in internal funds to 

achieve unified payment management at headquarters.  

 

China pledges to boost Southern Sudan ties after 

January vote China will continue to improve ties with 

Southern Sudan after a referendum in January in which 

the oil-rich semi-autonomous East African region will vote 

on secession. A delegation of Communist Party of China 

officials met Southern Sudanese leaders today in Juba, 

the capital. China is the biggest importer of oil pumped in 

Sudan, where output of 490,000 barrels of oil per day  

Csmonitor.com Thailand-fr.com 
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ranks the country as sub-Saharan Africa‘s third-largest 

producer. ―China stands ready to provide help to the 

south within its capacity, no matter what the changes will 

be in the situation here,‖ Du Yanling, director-general in 

the international department of the Communist Party of 

China Central Committee, told reporters today in Juba.  

 

 Ghana and China's 

TCC Plan $1.8 billion 

refinery Ghana and TCC 

of China are reviewing a 

memorandum of 

understanding for the 

building of a US$ 1.8 

billion refinery to add to 

the capacity of the country‘s Tema Oil Refinery. The new 

facility to be constructed by the Chinese engineering 

company will refine 120,000 barrels of crude per day, the 

Accra-based said  Emmanuel Buah, deputy minister of 

energy. Buah said Ghana consumes 65,000 barrels a 

day while Tema can only process 45,000 barrels a day at 

full capacity.  

 

China interest rate rise sends rand down The rand slid 

to a two-week low recently as a drop in emerging market 

stocks encouraged sales of developing nations assets 

and an increase in China‘s interest rates sparked 

concern that its economy would slow. Emerging market 

stocks fell after Apple forecast lower-than-estimated 

profit. The dollar rebounded against the euro after US 

Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner said the nation 

would not allow a devaluation of its currency. China 

unexpectedly increased its benchmark lending and 

deposit rates for the first time since 2007 to quell the 

fastest rate of inflation in 22 months. "The primary 

intention of the hike in China is to curb asset price 

bubbles, but there could be a secondary impact on 

growth," said Citigroup's sub-Saharan Africa fixed-

income and currency strategist Leon Myburgh in 

Johannesburg.  

 

 Angola government 

and China discuss 

reinforcement of 

cooperation The vice 

presidents of Angola 

and China, Fernando da 

Piedade Dias dos 

Santos, and Xi Jinping, 

respectively, recently 

discussed the reinforcement of cooperation between the 

two countries. Speaking to Angolan journalists, Fernando  

 

da Piedade Dias dos Santos said the meeting was 

positive and of courtesy the parties used to analyse 

existing relations and outline cooperation between the 

two countries. "Bilateral cooperation with China has had 

positive results and at the meeting the parties agreed to 

reinforce these ties with a view to even better results," he 

stressed. 

 

 Citigroup opens China 

desk in South Africa 

Citigroup said recently it 

has opened a China desk 

in South Africa, to support 

Chinese companies‘ 

expansion on the 

continent. The desk will work with trade and investment 

flows in and out of China, and help Chinese firms as they 

expand overseas, the U.S. financial services firm said in 

a statement. 

 

Ghana’s Bauxite and aluminium industry sign MOU 

with China Bosai Mineral Ghana's Bauxite and 

aluminium industries have received a major boost, with 

the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

with Chinese Firm, Bosai Minerals Group, to invest US$ 

1.2 billion into the sector, by establishing a modern 

alumina refinery plant in Ghana. The investment is part of 

a four-year development plan to massively upgrade the 

production capacity of the Ghana Bauxite Company 

Limited in Awaso, in the Western Region, in which Bosai 

Minerals recently acquired 80% shares, with the 

government controlling the remaining 20%. 

 

 China-Africa 2010 trade 

'to top US$ 100 billion'  

Beijing says its trade with 

Africa is on track to top 

US$ 100 billion this year 

as it benefits from 

investments in mines, 

farms and factories on the 

continent. Trade between China and Africa jumped 65% 

in the first half of 2010 to US$ 61.2 billion, China's 

Ministry of Commerce recently said. More than 1,600 

Chinese businesses are investing in Africa in the mining, 

processing, commerce, agriculture, construction and 

manufacturing sectors.  

 

Angolan government buys Chinese ships to combat 

illegal fishing The Angolan government has invested 

US$ 62 million to buy 10 new Chinese ships for coastal 

surveillance in order to combat illegal fishing along the  

FOCACsummit.org 

     cedipost.com 
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country‘s coast. The Minister for Agriculture, Rural 

Development and Fishing, Afonso Canga said the 

vessels would inspect and combat fishing infractions on 

the coast of the Angolan provinces of Cabinda, Zaire, 

Luanda, Benguela and Namibe. 

 

Standard Bank offers 

Yuan bank accounts to 

Africa South Africa's 

Standard Bank is offering 

clients across the 

continent yuan bank 

accounts for trade with 

China, a sign of the 

Chinese currency's emergence as a global commercial 

currency. "Trade with China and Africa has seen massive 

growth in the last decade and Standard Bank, with its 

African roots, is uniquely placed to assist in the two-way 

trade flows between China and Africa," its China chief 

executive, Craig Bond, said. The ability to transact in 

yuan applies to all of the 17 countries where Standard 

Bank, the continent's largest bank by assets, has a 

presence and reduces companies' exposure to 

fluctuations in the value of the dollar, the company 

added. 

 

Khartoum refinery to start main repairs in February 

Khartoum refinery, an equally-owned joint venture 

between China National Petroleum Corp, the Sudanese 

government and the largest refinery in Sudan, will start 

major maintenance work in February next year, a 

newspaper run by CNPC reported recently. The report 

did not provide more details about the planned repairs, 

other than saying the refinery had invited Lanzhou 

refinery, a plant run by CNPC's listed arm, PetroChina, to 

participate in the work. Khartoum refinery's last main 

overhaul was in May 2008 when the plant closed half of 

its 100,000 barrel-per-day (bpd) crude capacity for some 

two months.  

 

Archaeological 

discovery reveals 

China's link to Africa 

A Chinese and Kenyan 

archaeological team 

has discovered 

evidence that Chinese 

traders visited Kenya in 

the 15th century. A coin minted between 1403 and 1424 

and a shred of porcelain dating to the early Ming dynasty 

were found in the remains of a village. The coin was of a 

special make used by representatives of the emperor,  

 

and the porcelain may have come from a kiln reserved 

for the use of the royal family.  

 

Chinese firm secures 

US$ 5 million Tazara 

wagons deal A Chinese 

firm has secured a US$ 5 

million contract to build 90 

wagons for the regional 

Tanzania-Zambia Railway 

Authority (Tazara). The 

Chinese Civil Engineering and Construction Company 

(CCECC) will secure the 50-tonne container open 

wagons, assisted by China South Locomotive and 

Rolling Stock Corporation and Meishan Company, a 

subsidiary of CCECC. The US$ 5 million is part of a US$ 

40 million loan that the Chinese Government granted 

Tazara, through the governments of Tanzania and 

Zambia, under the 14th Protocol in December 2009. 

 

Nigeria’s Chinese investment reaches US$ 7 billion 

Chinese Minister of Industry and Information Technology, 

Li Yizhung has disclosed that China's investment 

portfolio in Nigeria has reached US $7 billion. He made 

the disclosure recently while paying a courtesy call on 

the Minister of Information and Communications, Dora 

Akunyili, in Abuja. Mr Li stated that the average crude oil 

export from Nigeria to China amounted to over US$ 4.7 

billion annually, adding that expectations are high that 

more African goods would be exported to China in the 

years ahead.  

 

IMF: China bolsters African 
growth Sub-Saharan Africa 
is expected to post better-
than-expected growth this 
year and next, due in part to 
increased trade with China 
and other fast-growing 
economies in Asia and Latin 
America, according to a new 
report by the International 
Monetary Fund. In a report released recently, the 
International Monetary Fund said that growth for the sub-
Saharan region—which typically counts 47 countries 
excluding North Africa—should reach 5% this year, up 
from an earlier prediction of 4.5%. 
 
 
 
 
Sourced from: Iol,  All Africa.com; BBC, Bloomberg; Engineering News; 
China Daily; Google; Wall Street Journal, Lusaka Times, Zambia Post; 
Timeslive; CRI.net; Reuters; Business Week; FT.com; Afrik.com; 
Xinhuanet 
 

Taringa.net 

BBC 

Imbani.com 
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       (L-R) Prof. Lixia Zhao, Mr. Jonathan      
       Battersby, Prof. Tu Weiming, Sanne van       
       der Lugt, Ms Gao Qing. Photo: CCS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     Guests enjoy Chinese hospitality at     
      the CI & PGIO celebration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 Mr. Willy Olsen 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCS Research assistant,  

Elizabeth Schicke 

 

 

The China Forum - Recent Events  

Harvard Professor Tu Weiming gives seminar at US for CCS and CI – 4
th

 
October, 2010 
On 4

th
 October, 2010, Prof. Tu Weiming from Harvard University visited 

Stellenbosch University to offer a seminar on developments in modern Humanist 
thought, with a focus on the contributions of Chinese Confucianism to the 
discourse. The seminar was co-hosted by the CCS and Confucius Institute, and 
was held in the J.S. Gericke library at Stellenbosch University. The respondent for 
Prof Tu‘s seminar was Mr. John Battersby from the International Marketing 
Council, who was accompanying the Professor on his visit. Professor Tu opened 
an Institute for Advanced Humanistic Study at Peking University in 2010.  
 
 
 
CCS attends Confucius Institute & PGIO celebration of Chinese National Day 
– 4

th
 October, 2010 

CCS staff were pleased to attend a celebration of the Peoples‘ Republic of China‘s 
National Day held in the Neelsie Student Centre on 4

th
 October, 2010, hosted by 

the Confucius Institute and the Postgraduate & International Office of Stellenbosch 
University. Though the National Day itself falls on 1 October, the celebration was 
held to coincide with the visit of Harvard Professor Tu Weiming to campus to offer 
a seminar. 
 
 
 
 
 
Senior Advisor from INTSOK – Norwegian Oil & Gas Partners visits the CCS 
– 6

th
 October, 2010 

On 6
th
 October, 2010, Mr. Willy Olsen, a senior advisor for INTSOK – Norwegian 

Oil & Gas Partners visited the CCS to lead a discussion regarding the oil and gas 
industries in Africa related to China and other world powers‘ extraction activities. 
Mr. Olsen is a specialist in the industry having worked for Norway‘s Statoil for 30 
years. Since 2003 he has been an advisor to the oil & gas industry. He recently 
attended Africa Energy Week in Cape Town. The discussion was attended by 
CCS staff and invited graduate students from relevant faculties. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chinese HEI’s visit University of Western Cape and Stellenbosch University 
– 14-15 October, 2010 
On Thursday, 14th October the CCS attended the China Education Exhibition held 
annually at the University of the Western Cape, along with representatives from 
Stellenbosch University‘s Confucius Institute and Postgraduate & International 
Office (PGIO). The exhibition was hosted by UWC and organized by the 
Consulate General of China in Cape Town and the China Scholarship Council 
(CSC) in Beijing, and included representatives from over twenty Chinese higher 
education institutions who gather to promote their respective offerings and answer 
South African students‘ questions. On the 15th, representatives from the exhibiting 
institutions and the CSC visited Stellenbosch University at the invitation of the 
PGIO. 
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Representatives from Chinese HEI‘s at 
Stellenbosch University. Photo: PGIO 
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