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About Us 

 
Dear Reader, 

 
The Weekly China Briefing is compiled by the Centre for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa. It monitors key developments in China-Africa commerce and 
development.   
 
Regards, 
 
The Centre for Chinese Studies Research Team 

 
Archaeological discovery reveals China's link to Africa 

 

A Chinese and Kenyan archaeological team has 
discovered evidence that Chinese traders visited Kenya 
in the 15th century. A coin minted between 1403 and 
1424 and a shred of porcelain dating to the early Ming 
dynasty were found in the remains of a village. The coin 
was of a special make used by representatives of the 
emperor, and the porcelain may have come from a kiln 
reserved for the use of the royal family. Read more 

Khartoum refinery to start main repairs in February 

 

Khartoum refinery, an equally-owned joint venture 
between China National Petroleum Corp, the 
Sudanese government and the largest refinery in 
Sudan, will start major maintenance work in February 
next year, a newspaper run by CNPC reported 
recently. The report did not provide more details about 
the planned repairs, other than saying the refinery had 
invited Lanzhou refinery, a plant run by CNPC's listed 
arm, PetroChina, to participate in the work. Khartoum 
refinery's last main overhaul was in May 2008 when 
the plant closed half of its 100,000 barrel-per-day (bpd) 
crude capacity for some two months. Read more 
 

Chinese firm secures US$ 5 million Tazara wagons deal 

 

A Chinese firm has secured a US$ 5 million contract to 
build 90 wagons for the regional Tanzania-Zambia 
Railway Authority (Tazara). The Chinese Civil 
Engineering and Construction Company (CCECC) will 
secure the 50-tonne container open wagons, assisted 
by China South Locomotive and Rolling Stock 
Corporation and Meishan Company, a subsidiary of 
CCECC. The US$ 5 million is part of a US$ 40 million 
loan that the Chinese Government granted Tazara, 
through the governments of Tanzania and Zambia, 
under the 14th Protocol in December 2009.  
Read more 
 

http://www.gadling.com/2010/10/20/archaeological-discovery-reveals-chinas-link-to-africa/
http://af.reuters.com/article/investingNews/idAFJOE69J00X20101020
http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/business/-/2560/1034198/-/cemt25z/-/
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Standard Bank offers Yuan bank accounts to Africa 

 

South Africa's Standard Bank is offering clients across 
the continent yuan bank accounts for trade with China, 
a sign of the Chinese currency's emergence as a 
global commercial currency. "Trade with China and 
Africa has seen massive growth in the last decade and 
Standard Bank, with its African roots, is uniquely 
placed to assist in the two-way trade flows between 
China and Africa," its China chief executive, Craig 
Bond, said. The ability to transact in yuan applies to all 
of the 17 countries where Standard Bank, the 
continent's largest bank by assets, has a presence and 
reduces companies' exposure to fluctuations in the 
value of the dollar, the company added. Read more 
 

Rare earth prices soar even as China pledges supply 

 

Rare-earth prices have jumped as Chinese export 
quotas crimped worldwide supplies for the elements 
used in the manufacture of disk drives, wind turbines 
and smart bombs. Prices have climbed sevenfold in 
the last six months for cerium oxide, which is used for 
polishing semiconductors, and other elements have 
more than doubled, according to Metal-Pages Ltd. in 
London, which tracks rare-earth prices.  Actions by 
China, which produces more than 90% of the world’s 
rare earths, have drawn criticism from US lawmakers 
and officials in Japan and Germany. China reduced its 
second-half export quota for the minerals by 72% in 
July. It is now further restricting exports, according to 
industry participants. Read more 
 

World Bank makes case for stronger Yuan  

 

China could help stem the rising inflation it is likely to 
face in the short term by guiding the yuan higher, the 
World Bank said in a report issued recently. While 
further asset-price increases would pose a risk to 
China's rapidly growing economy, "a gradual rise" in 
the Chinese currency's nominal exchange rate could 
"help stem price pressures," the Washington-based 
international financial institution said. Read more 
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