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Dear Reader, 

 
The Weekly China Briefing is compiled by the Centre for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa. It monitors key developments in China-Africa commerce and 
development.   
 
Regards, 
 
The Centre for Chinese Studies Research Team 
 

Obama urges China to ‘get tough’ on North Korea 

 

Speaking to Chinese President Hu Jintao by telephone, 
US President Obama asked China  „to send a clear 
message to North Korea that its provocations are 
unacceptable,‟ the White House reported recently. 
China has pointedly refused to condemn the North 
Korean regime of Kim Jong-il after it launched an 
artillery bombardment against a South Korean village 
nearly two weeks ago, killing two marines and two 
civilians, instead urging all sides to return to stalled 
disarmament talks. Read More 

 

China tightens Nobel Prize security clampdown 

 China tightened a wide-ranging clampdown on 
dissidents and blocked some news websites, hours 
ahead of the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to 
imprisoned democracy activist Liu Xiaobo. Liu's award 
has elicited a furious response from Beijing, with daily 
tirades in state media berating the Norwegian Nobel 
committee as misguided and inherently opposed to 
China's development. China and 18 other countries — 
mostly fellow authoritarian states — have declined 
invitations to attend the event.  
Read More 
 

 Leaked US cable says China has 'no morals' in Africa 

 The United States thinks China is a "pernicious 
economic competitor with no morals" whose booming 
investments in Africa are propping up unsavoury 
regimes, according to a leaked diplomatic cable. The 
frank assessment by the US assistant secretary of 
state for African affairs, Johnnie Carson, was among 
the latest revelations in thousands of documents 
released by whistleblower website WikiLeaks. Beijing 
had pumped a total of US$9.3 billion into Africa by the 
end of 2009, according to the China-Africa Trade and 
Economic Relationship Annual Report 2010.  
Read More 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/northkorea/8183987/Barack-Obama-urges-China-to-get-tough-with-North-Korea.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gC7zdeffHbGZ0gSSbr6cnG4JKYaw?docId=3042e9f953af4ae594c77a18017af48e
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gNV4PQJy0-vBVobjbRuITqI21wcA?docId=CNG.c41db06392485b1ac24c577f6d55fb67.441
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Sudanese Foreign Minister visits China  

 

Foreign Minister Ahmed Ali Karti will start a visit to 
China, at the invitation of Chinese Foreign Minister 
Yang Jiechi, it was announced by China‟s Foreign 
Ministry recently. Both sides will exchange views on 
China-Sudan relations and international and regional 
issues of common concern. According to a Chinese 
official, China is considered the biggest foreign 
investor in Sudan. 
Read More  
 

Dependence on commodities hurts COMESA countries 
 Economies within the Common Market for Eastern and 

Southern Africa (COMESA) remain vulnerable to the 
aftershocks of the global economic crisis due to 
continued dependence on commodities, the bloc‟s 
secretary-general said and urged for diversification to 
other sectors. “The recovery of our economy remains 
fragile because it depends on the price of our export 
commodities which have remained at an all time high 
except for 2008 and 2009,” Sindiso Ngwenya told a 
meeting of the COMESA council of ministers in 
Lusaka. Huge demand by nations such as China and 
India have helped drive-up prices of commodities since 
2008 — handing a reprieve for commodity exporters 
even as other sectors took a hit. Read More 
 

China trade growth rebounds in November 

 China's export growth accelerated in November in a 
possible sign global demand is recovering, government 
figures showed recently. Exports jumped 34.9% from a 
year earlier to US$153.3 billion, boosted by a surge in 
sales to other developing economies, which are 
recovering faster than the United States and Europe 
from the global crisis. That was up sharply from 
October's 22.9% growth and surprised analysts, who 
had forecast growth of about 25%. China's imports also 
grew strongly, rising 37.7% to US$130.4 billion, up from 
October's 25.3% growth. That was driven by Chinese 
demand for iron ore and other raw materials from 
developing economies but imports from the United 
States and Europe also rose. Read More 
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