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Beijing: Still partner of Sudan north and south post referendum  
China will continue to cooperate with Sudan's north and south to seek mutual benefit 

regardless of the outcome of the southern Sudan referendum, a senior Chinese diplo-

mat said recently. The referendum is a central part of the Comprehensive Peace 

Agreement signed between the north and the south in 2005. Sudan as a whole is 

China’s third largest trade partner in Africa, while China is Sudan's largest trade part-

ner. Read more 

 

Nigeria adds Chinese Yuan Renminbi to tradeable currencies 
Nigeria's central bank recently reported it had added the Chinese Yuan Renminbi to a 

list of currencies that can be used for trade settlement in the domestic foreign ex-

change market as trade flows with Beijing increase. China is encouraging countries to 

use the Yuan for trade settlement and diversify bilateral trade away from the dollar. 

Around a third of Nigeria's imports come from Asia, most of them from China, accord-

ing to the central bank. Read more 

 

Vodafone Ghana and Huawei ink five-year managed service deal 
Fixed- and mobile operator Vodafone Ghana has selected China’s Huawei for a five-

year managed services agreement. Under the agreement Huawei will take over respon-

sibilities for the operations and maintenance of the Vodafone mobile, microwave, SDH 

and fixed switching networks. It is expected that the long term partnership will provide 

the Ghanaian company with a sustainable operating model, reducing its operating ex-

penses and enabling it to focus further on providing more attractive new services to its 

customers. Read more 

 

China to invest in national energy supply in its Western Provinces  
China plans to strengthen building of five major energy bases for the national energy 

strategy in regions rich in energy resources in the coming five years to back up the 

country's long-term economic development. The five energy bases are in Shanxi, east-

ern Inner Mongolia, Erdos, southwestern China and Xinjiang, whose coal, oil, gas and 

water power resources account for more than 70% of the nation's total. Read more 

 

 

Gates seeks more stable China relations as Pentagon hedges bets 
US Defence Secretary Robert Gates will try to persuade Chinese leaders to be more 

forthcoming about their intentions for the weapons they are developing, as the Penta-

gon rearranges budget priorities partly in response. Gates recently arrived in Beijing on 

a three-day visit that included talks with his counterpart, PRC Defence Minister Liang 

Guanglie, as well as President Hu Jintao and General Xu Caihou, the vice chairman of 

the Central Military Commission. His trip precedes Chinese President Hu Jintao’s 

planned visit to Washington this month. Read more 
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