
... 

 The Weekly China Briefing                                                    4 February 2011 

China evacuates nationals from Egypt mid rising tensions 
As tensions between the government and supporters of Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and 
opposition forces rise in Cairo, the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs has dispatched at least six 
separate flights from China to collect Chinese nationals and tourists in Egypt and return them to 
China. While China remains „friendly‟ with the Egyptian government, it has joined voices across 
the globe calling for „calm,‟ between the Egyptian factions. Reports have also emerged that the 
Chinese government have censored a large part of the media reporting of the Egyptian unrest, 
making it difficult for Chinese to access information regarding ongoing events in the North African 
country. Read More 

 

China poised to invest heavily into Zimbabwe's ailing economy 
Zimbabwe could be in line for a windfall of up to US$10bn from China, a potentially huge boost to 
its ailing economy, its ministers have claimed. Details of the deal are unclear and the overall figure 
was questioned by observers. Yet, such an investment would be likely to heighten concerns about 
President Robert Mugabe's increasingly warm relationship with China, which has been accused of 
turning a blind eye to human rights violations across Africa. Zimbabwe's coalition government is 
putting up a united front on the issue, however, insisting that Chinese investment in mining and 
agriculture could help turn the economy around. Read more 

 

Trade between China and Zambia soars to US$2.2 billion 
Trade between China and Zambia has remained robust at over US$2.2 billion because of the 
closer bilateral relationship the two countries enjoy, Chinese Ambassador to Zambia Li Qiangmin 
has announced. Mr Li said the influx of Chinese investment in Zambia is a sign that the two coun-
tries want to promote fair trade. He said if the country wants to grow its economy, it should do so 
with the help of China. “If you want to grow your economy as Zambia, do business with China 
which is an emerging economy,” he said. Speaking at the same function, Standard Chartered 
Bank managing director Mizinga Melu said in 2010, African-Chinese trade exceeded US$110 bil-

lion from US$90 billion recorded in 2009. Read more 

China praises Sudan over referendum 
China said recently that a referendum in southern Sudan, in which voters overwhelmingly chose 
to secede from the north, was an “important step” towards a lasting peace in the oil-rich country. 
Nearly 99% of south Sudanese voted to separate from the north in the landmark referendum, ac-
cording to full preliminary results released. Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Hong Lei said 
Beijing welcomed the result and viewed the vote as an “important step towards implementation of 

the comprehensive peace agreement” — but not the end of the process. Read more 

 

China reports robust trade growth with emerging markets in 2010 
China reported robust trade growth with emerging markets last year, Ministry of Commerce 
(MOC) figures show. China's trade with member countries of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) increased 37.5 percent year on year in 2010. It's trade with Brazil climbed 47.5 
percent year on year. Chinese trade with Russia expanded 43.1 percent year on year while that 
with South Africa grew 59.5 percent. Trade with India increased 42.4 percent year on year. China 
has become the top trade partner and export destination for Japan, the Republic of Korea, 

ASEAN, Australia and South Africa. Read More 
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