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Zimbabwe bans chrome exports, affecting China and SA 
 

Zimbabwe has banned the export of chrome as it looks to build an internal refinery capacity. Ac-

cording to the US Geological Survey, along with South Africa, Zimbabwe holds about 90% of the 

world’s chromite reserves. The ban is set to affect exports to China and South Africa. The move 

comes after African finance ministers who recently attended an IMF World Bank Spring Meeting 

called on African countries not remain dependent on commodity exports. Read more 

 

 
Chinese language newspaper published in West Africa 
 

The growing Chinese population in Africa has been given credence with the publication of a Man-

darin newspaper. The ‘West Africa United Business Weekly’ is printed in Nigeria and circulated in 

other West African countries. According to old statistics of August 2007, published by China’s 

Xinhua news agency, there were at least 750,000 Chinese people in Africa, of which 8,540 were 

working in state-owned companies in Nigeria, Ghana, Zimbabwe and Kenya. Read more 

 
China faces headwinds on uranium mining deal in Namibia 
 

A series of challenges are hampering Chinese efforts to finalise their biggest uranium deal yet 

ahead of a deadline including heightened sovereign risk in Africa and doubts about the valuation 

of its target. The fate of China Guangdong Nuclear Power Holding Co.'s US$ 1.26 billion deal for 

Kalahari Minerals PLC is also significant as China is in the middle of a major expansion of nuclear 

power to reduce its CO2 emissions; China does not have enough own uranium reserves.  Read 

more 

 
US worries about China's state-backed companies 
 

A senior US government official has voiced concern about privileges enjoyed by China's state-

backed enterprises and is saying a level playing field is necessary. Undersecretary of State 

Robert Hormats said such enterprises enjoyed financial support and regulatory privileges and 

benefited from government efforts to limit foreign investment in certain sectors. He said such poli-

cies distorted competition, and the US was encouraging China to adopt international standards. 

Read more 

 

Kenyan minister praises Chinese workmanship 
 

Kenya's Minister for Water and Irrigation, Charity Ngilu, has praised Chinese engineering exper-

tise saying local engineers ‘have a lot to learn from their Asian counterparts’. Ngilu made the re-

marks shortly during the commissioning of Sasamua Dam in Central Kenya that was renovated 

by Chinese company Sino Hydro. The government has embarked on an ambitious infrastructure 

investment programme, with major projects carried out by Chinese contractors. Read more 
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