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Angola’s balance of trade surplus increases, with China as main customer 
 

Angola has boosted its balance of trade surpluses by reducing imports and increasing exports, not 
least to China as its main customer, official Angolan statistics showed. According to the latest re-
port from Angola’s Customs Service, imports fell by 12.5% in 2010 to US$18.1 billion, whilst ex-
ports rose 2.1% to US$52.3 billion. Angola’s foreign trade figures in 2010 showed a change in the 
geographical distribution of Angola’s trade with Portugal remaining the main supplier, Read more 
 
 
 

China plans to light up Africa with solar 
 

China plans to build solar power projects in 40 African nations, aiming at cutting the continent’s 
reliance on fossil fuels and at opening a new market for Chinese manufacturers, the biggest pro-
ducers of solar panels. The programme would require US$100 million in investment, Sun Guang-
bin, the secretary-general of photovoltaic products at the China Chamber of Commerce for Import 
& Export of Machinery and Electronic Products, said in a recent interview. The projects would use 
competitive bidding and Chinese-made panels, Sun added. Read more 

 

 
China to increase imports from SADC countries, says vice premier  

 

Chinese Vice Premier Wang Qishan said China will increase imports from member states of the 
Southern African Development Community (SADC), so to facilitate stronger mutually-beneficial 
trade ties. Wang made the remarks while addressing the opening ceremony of China-SADC Busi-
ness Forum in Beijing, which was attended by SADC Chairman Hifikepunye Pohamba and over 
200 Chinese and African entrepreneurs. Trade volume between China and SADC countries stood 
at US$61 billion last year, nearly half of the overall China-Africa trade volume. Read more 

 
 
South Africa seeks to alter balance of BRICS trade, report says 

 

South Africa wants to address “structural imbalances” in its trade relations with Brazil, Russia, In-
dia and China, Business Report said, citing Rob Davies, the minister of trade and industry. The 
aim is to get South Africa to sell more “value-added products” to its BRICS partners, instead of 
just primary products and raw materials, the Johannesburg-based newspaper said. Read more 

  
 
 
A cooling down of  Chinese interest in Africa? 
 

According to a recent article of IPS, Chinese investors become more cautious about Africa as a 
destination with too many risk factors. Safer political destinations and countries closer to China are 
likely to benefit from the shift. According to press reports, China’s Ministry of Commerce new five-
year plan, which is being finalised at the moment, makes Asia and the new emerging economies 
the centrepiece of the country’s "go out" investment strategy.  Read more 
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