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Great Western to build SA rare earths separation plant with Chinese partner  
 

Great Western Minerals recently said it had signed a heads of terms agreement with China’s Gan-
zhou Qiandong Rare Earth Group (GQD) to build a rare earths separation plant in South Africa, 
where it also hopes to build a mine. The new joint company, called Great Western GQD Rare 
Earth Materials, will design, build and operate the new separation plant that will produce individual 
rare-earth oxides from ore out of Great Western’s Steenkampskraal mine. Read more 

 

 
Indian BHEL seeks to join hands with Chinese firm in 120MW Zambian hydro project 
 

India-based Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd (BHEL) is seeking to join hands with China's Sinohydro 
Corp. by supplying electromechanical equipment for the development of 120 megawatts hydro-
power project in Zambia. For the hydropower project in Zambia, India has offered a US$ 50 million 
line of credit. Read more 

 

 
Diamond trader De Beers eyes China expansion  
 

De Beers SA, the world's largest producer of rough diamonds, said shortly it plans to further ex-
pand its retail outlets in China this year. De Beer expects China, India and the Middle East to out-
pace US demand by 2015.The Johannesburg-headquartered company said it will open a second 
store in Hong Kong and more stores in mainland China. Read more 

 
 

 
China, Nigeria spend US$ 629 million on construction of Abuja to Kaduna Rail 
 

China and Nigeria have spent US$ 629 million on the construction of a rail line linking the capital, 
Abuja, to the northern city of Kaduna, Nigeria’s Transport Ministry said shortly. The Export-Import 
Bank of China provided US$ 500 million in concessionary loans for the US$ 850 million project 
being built by the China Civil Engineering and Construction Company. Read more 

 

 
 
China's Xinhua issues criticism of U.S. debt debate 
 

China's state news agency, Xinhua, recently issued a sharply worded commentary highlighting 
rising concerns in America's biggest creditor nation over a possible default or downgrade of U.S. 
debt, as a deadline for compromise in Washington was sought. With over a trillion US dollars in 
Treasury bills, China is among those that would be most immediately impacted by any U.S. default 
or downgrade. In some of the strongest language from China's government on the issue so far, 
Xinhua castigated U.S. leaders for putting the world economy in jeopardy in their wrangling over 

the debt limit, calling on them to show "some sense of global responsibility." Read More 
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