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China mines in Zambia 'unsafe' says Human Rights Watch  

Chinese-run copper mines in Zambia are dangerously unsafe and owners routinely flout the rights of 

workers, says a report by Human Rights Watch (HRW). The pressure group says miners are threat-

ened with dismissal if they became involved in union activities.  It urged Zambia's new President,  

Michael Sata, to fulfil election promises and take decisive action against the owners. Read More  

 

Chinese investment positive for Africa, U.S. senate told 

Chinese investment in Africa has had a positive impact on Africa in the long run, a U.S. senate com-

mittee was told recently. "In terms of China's long-term investment in the continent, and its impact in 

the long term, I think I am going to basically give a positive response to that," David Shinn, former 

U.S. ambassador to Ethiopia and Burkina Faso, testified at a hearing of the Senate Committee on 

Foreign Relations. "If the African countries don't have much-improved infrastructure, they are never 

going to improve their economies. Read More 

Congo copper output hinges on infrastructure success  

Congo’s lofty expansion plans for copper output risk remain a pipe dream as a Chinese infrastructure 

deal has yet to fall into place and the government struggles to secure partnerships with mining firms 

to revamp railways and power stations. Kinshasa has revived mining since the end of a devastating 

civil war, expanding copper output fivefold, but is still operating well below its massive potential from 

some of the world’s biggest mineral reserves. Read More.  

 

Chinese president, other BRICS leaders meet ahead of G-20 summit 

 Chinese President Hu Jintao and leaders of Brazil, Russia, India and South Africa met recently in 

Cannes, France, ahead of the Group of 20 (G20) summit. Hu said that the world's current economic 

situation is severe and complicated while the prominent sovereign debt issues in some developed 

countries have created turbulence in the financial markets. Under the current circumstances, Hu 

said, the G-20 countries should work together better to ride out the hard times and boost robust, sus-

tainable and balanced growth of the world economy. Read More 

 

China To save Europe’s economy? 

European leaders are hopeful that China will invest some €70 billion into a bail out fund created to 

aid debt-plagued Eurozone countries such as Greece, which has been hovering on the brink of de-

faulting on its loans for months. Recently, European leaders reached an agreement about how to 

prevent the debt crisis from spreading to other countries: Private banks holding Greek debt will have 

to take a “haircut,” (a write-off of 50 % of their returns); European banks must raise €106 billion in 

new capital by June of next year; and the European Financial Stability Facility (EFSF) will be in-

creased from €440 billion to €1 trillion. Read More 
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