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New African Union Conference Centre to be inaugurated  

The African Union is preparing for its summit in January, the first since the death of Muammar Gadda-

fi. Many AU summits have been dominated by talks on the continent's conflict hot spots, but the  

coming summit’s official theme is "Boosting Intra-African Trade”. The chair of China's political advisory 

body, Jia Qinglin, will attend the summit in a demonstration of strengthening ties between Africa and 

China, says South Africa’s News 24. The African Union Secretary-General, Ambassador Jean  

Mfasoni, told reporters that China provided full support of US$200 million for the construction of the 

new conference centre, according to Ethiosports.com. 

China to help stem Sudan / South Sudan oil dispute? 

As the two Sudans slide ever closer to all out conflict over the disputed transit of oil from the South 

through its northern neighbour, some nations are looking to China, the largest buyer of Sudanese oil, 

to assist in mediating between the two countries, according to Asia Times Online. South Sudanese 

President Salva Kiir told his parliament that they have no guarantees that oil flowing through the  

Republic of Sudan will reach its intended destination since the South will not allow assets which clearly 

belong to South Sudan to be subject to further diversion by Omar Bashir, reports Bloomberg.  

Beijing releases pollution data after public pressure 

Environmental authorities in Beijing have started releasing more detailed pollution data in response to 

public pressure. But one expert said measurements from the first day were low compared with data 

US officials have been collecting for years, as reported by The Guardian in the UK. The deputy  

director of the Beijing Municipal Environmental Monitoring Centre, Zhao Yue, said the data is provided 

to better serve the residents of the capital. Residents generally hailed the move, but some said more 

needs to be done. They also complained that authorities failed to explain why air quality differs  

significantly between southern and northern Beijing, says China Daily 

World Economic Forum: Africa & Asia to be centre of world economy within decades  

An HSBC economist speaking at the World Economic Forum in Davos has proposed that the world’s 

economic activity will repeat the pattern of over a hundred centuries ago by being focused on the east 

coast of Africa, India, South-East Asia and China, reports UK-based The Telegraph. This is borne out 

somewhat by news that in spite of the hobbled economies of Europe, African leaders are forging 

ahead to create a Common Trade Area on the continent, aiming to maximise the benefits of Africa’s 

trade with partners like China, according to Kenya’s The Standard. 

President Hu joins public to celebrate Chinese New Year  

Chinese President Hu Jintao visited grassroots urban and rural areas in Beijing on the eve of the 

Spring Festival, extending greetings to the people and celebrating the start of the Year of the Water 

Dragon with them . Hu arrived at the old style Qianmen shopping street, waving hands to the  

passers-by, who were surprised but pleased by Hu's appearance, according to China’s Xinhua. The 

meaning of the year of the Dragon was a topic in global media, including Tanzania Daily News; it is 

understood as a manifestation of being energetic, fearless, warm-hearted and charismatic. 
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