
... 

 The Weekly China Briefing                            3 February 2012 

China claims 29 workers still captive in Sudan amid widespread public concern 

Chinese road workers were kidnapped by rebels in Southern Kordofan, an oil-rich, rebellion-racked 

state of Sudan. China sent a Foreign Ministry-led working group to Sudan to assist the rescue of the 

29 workers, says China Daily but it remains unclear what their status is, says the New York Times. 

China's Vice Foreign Minister, Xie Hangsheng, recently told Sudan's Charge d'Affaires in Beijing that 

his country was “deeply shocked" by the abductions and "much concerned" with the safety of the 29 

people, reported Xinhua. 

 

Chinese hostages freed in Egypt 

Elsewhere in Africa, a group of 25 Chinese taken hostage in Egypt has been freed. The people who 

seized them demanded that the Egyptian government release their relatives who had been detained 

years ago for suspected involvement in attacks in south Sinai, as reported by The Seattle Times.  The 

Chinese Foreign Ministry warned Chinese nationals and overseas companies to 

be more wary of safety risks, strengthen preventative measures and contact China's diplomatic mis-

sions in emergency situations, reported China Daily. 

 

Sudan urges China to exert pressure on South Sudan to reach oil deal 

Sudanese President Al-Bashir recently complained about South Sudan’s “stubbornness” and its  

rejection of all solutions presented by mediators forcing the Sudanese government to take its share of 

oil without the South’s permission to satisfy financial arrears, says Sudan Tribune. Stephen Dhieu 

Dau, South Sudan's Minister of Petroleum and mining, said his country was "committed to  

negotiations'' but Khartoum would have to accept their demand of a US$2.4bn financial assistance 

package before they turn on production again, reports Aljazeera. 

 

Wen holds talks with German chancellor Merkel on Euro 

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao held talks with German Chancellor Angela Merkel on her tour to China. 

Wen said it was "urgent" to solve the European debt crisis, and China is willing to "involve itself more" 

in efforts to resolve Europe's debt issues through the International Monetary Fund, the European Fi-

nancial Stability Facility and the European Stability Mechanism, reported China Daily. Wen did not 

make any explicit financial, according to Reuters.  

 

 WTO rules against China’s rare earths stockpiling 

China’s rationing of rare earth minerals used in the production of high tech and renewable energy 

hardware has run afoul of World Trade Organization (WTO) rules. Beijing has time to comply with the 

ruling before a penalty is assessed, reports the CBS website Smart Planet. Yu Fang, deputy Director 

of the department of treaty and law under the Chinese Ministry Commerce told China Daily that his 

country is "ready" to deal with pressure from developed nations to loosen export restrictions on rare 

earths after the failure of an appeal against a World Trade Organization (WTO) ruling.  
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