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Chinese workers held in Sudan freed 

A group of 29 Chinese workers held for 11 days in custody of Sudanese rebels in the country’s border 

state of South Kordofan have been released. Sudan’s foreign ministry said that the workers were 

handed over to the International Committee of the Red Cross which flew them to Nairobi where they 

have been handed over to the Chinese embassy, says the Sudan Tribune. Qiu Xuejun, the head of 

the Chinese team sent to Sudan to assist the rescue operation, told Xinhua that the rescue operation 

had been a complete success. 

 

China starts trade talks with Libya 

The Chinese Ministry of Commerce team arrived in Tripoli recently to talk with Libyan officials about 

uncompleted projects and to check on damage to Chinese assets in post-war Libya as reported in 

Bloomberg. According to China Daily, Omran Ghali, a senior official at the Libyan Ministry of Economy, 

said priority would be given to contracts according to their importance to the needs of the Libyan peo-

ple, with subordinate consideration given to the projects' time limits and the nation's equity.  
 

Zambia-China Trade Zone generates US$500m in tax revenue 

The Zambia-China Economic and Trade Cooperation Zone (ZCCZ) has generated around US$500 

million in tax revenue over the last five years, according to a press release at the occasion of a cere-

mony held recently to celebrate the zone's five-year anniversary as reported in China Daily. The gen-

eral manager of ZCCZ, Zan Baosen, has called on the Government to fully market the zone, stating 

that the ZCCZ would look at increasing its power supply and other infrastructure developments this 

year, according to the Times of Zambia. 
 

After the UN veto on Syria: Protesters attack Chinese embassy in Tripoli 

China expressed serious concern after its embassy in Libya was attacked by demonstrators, and 

urged Tripoli to adopt practical measures to guarantee the safety of Chinese people and institutions in 

the country. Demonstrators attacked the embassy after Russia and China vetoed a UN Security Coun-

cil resolution backing an Arab League plan urging Syria's President Bashar al-Assad to cede power, 

says China Daily. Reuters Africa reports that the Chinese foreign ministry is considering sending an 

envoy to the Middle East to discuss the crisis in Syria as it sought to assuage popular anger at its veto. 

Citigroup wins approval to launch credit cards in China  

The Chinese unit of Citigroup will be the first non-Asian bank to launch credit cards in China. The US-

based bank announced recently that the move had been approved by China's banking regulator. The 

CEO of Citi Asia Pacific, Stephen Bird, said this approval represents a significant milestone in the con-

tinued expansion of Citi's business in China, as reported by BBC News. Access to China’s financial 

sector by foreign banking institutions is still highly limited, even though the government opened up part 

of the market upon its entry to the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 2001, says China Briefing. 
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