
... 

 The Weekly China Briefing                            2 March 2012 

Sudan asks China for help in resolving oil dispute with South Sudan 

The Sudanese government asked China to intervene and attempt to break the deadlock with South  

Sudan over the issue of oil. South Sudan has accused several oil companies of collaborating with the 

Sudanese government to "steal" its oil. Recently, it expelled the Chinese head of the largest foreign oil 

company, Petrodar Operating Company, as reported in Sudan Tribune. Vice-President Xi Jinping told 

the Sudanese Foreign Minister Ali Ahmed Karti that China hopes that Sudan and South Sudan can 

maintain contact for both their interests and the overall regional situation, says China Daily. 

Nigerian finance minister to meet Chinese bank officials over US$ 3 billion loans 

A Nigerian business delegation led by the Minister of Finance, Mrs Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, travelled to 

China last week to seek support funding to finance infrastructure development in key sectors of the 

economy. The visit was also to explore strategic relationships that could help pull Chinese firms to set 

up manufacturing plants in Nigeria, says the Nigerian Business Day.The Minister said that her  

government is working hard to ensure that most of the projects the loans are meant for are either  

completed or at the level of completion before the end of this administration, as reported by Top Asia 

News  

Ghanaian parliament approves Chinese loan agreement  

The Ghanaian parliament recently approved the Subsidiary Agreement between Ghana and China  

Development Bank Corporation (CDB) for US$850 million to finance the Western Corridor Gas Infra-

structure Development Project as reported in Vibe Ghana.  According to Reuters, the Ghanaian govern-

ment has said it plans to use the money to finance infrastructure projects and transform its economy 

through gas- and oil-driven industrialisation.  
 

Ethiopia courts Chinese investors for stake in tantalum mine 

Ethiopia’s government is courting investors from at least four countries including China and Germany to 

buy a stake in the state-owned company that operates one of the world’s top 10 tantalum producers 

according to Bloomsberg Businessweek. According to Ethiopian news agency Ethiosun, Zerihun Desta, 

general manager of Ethiopian Mineral Development said that they were looking for a  potential partner 

who has technology for the value-adding factory and that Chinese companies are “aggressively looking” 

at entering into a joint venture. 

Morsi Receives Chinese Delegation 

Dr. Mohamed Morsi, Chairman of the Egyptian Freedom and Justice Party (FJP), recently received  

Chinese officials at the FJP’s headquarters in Manyal Alrodah. Morsi underlined the importance of 

Egyptian-Chinese relations, with Egypt being China’s gateway into Africa. He also called on the Chinese 

officials to urge its leaders to support the democratic process taking place in Syria, and to respect the 

will of its people, says the Egyptian Ikhwanweb. China has taken a responsible attitude toward the  

interests of the Syrian people, and all its efforts to promote peace talks among various opposing parties 

are aimed at helping Syrians realize their desire for peace and stability, says the Chinese People Daily  
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