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 Somalia urged to end transitional period on time 

President of Somaliland, Ahmed Mohamed Mohamud Sillanyo, called on the international community to 

support and recognize Somaliland as an independent state, in a bid to promote peace and stability in 

Somalia as reported in The Somaliland Times. According to China Daily, China urged relevant parties in 

Somalia to enhance unity and reconciliation in order to end the transitional period on time. Wang Min, 

China's deputy permanent representative to the United Nations, remarked that the humanitarian situa-

tion in the country has significantly improved and that China welcomes these developments. 

Sierra Leone’s media to receive Chinese investment 

China’s Communication Network Technology, Star Times, has expressed interest to not only invest its 

financial resources in Sierra Leone, but to also see how the average Sierra Leonean could have access 

to quality and affordable digital television as reported in Sierra Express Media. According to Sierra Leo-

ne’s national news agency Cocorioko International, the strategy of the company is to obtain satellite 

communication technology and terrestrial DTV system, setting up and advanced broadband information 

platform in the country. 

 

China Guotai Steel expands steel making facilities in Zambia 

According to China Ministry of Commerce, China-based steelmaker Guotai Iron and Steel Co is invest-

ing in expanding its steelmaking facilities in Zambia including the establishment of a plant for the produc-

tion of steel angles as reported in news agency Steel Guru.  According to China Daily, Wang Xiaoqi, 

vice-chairman of the China Iron and Steel Association, told a trade conference that iron ore prices have 

entered a declining path and that the recent rapid price downturn is a clear signal.  

 

China calls on both sides to end Syria violence 

China called on the Syrian government and other parties concerned to cease all acts of violence and 

seek a peaceful resolution to the crisis. China had previously block UN Security Council decision on Syr-

ia. China did not support any outside interferences as reported in Xinhuanet. According to news agency 

Reuters, the statement issued said China supported the United Nations' leading role in coordinating hu-

manitarian relief efforts and was ready to provide humanitarian assistance to the Syrian people. 

 

Beijing reduces holdings of US government bonds 

China has made the first annual reduction in its holdings of US Treasury bonds in a decade. Central 

bank governor Zhou Xiaochuan, has emphasized the importance of diversification of China's foreign-

exchange reserves as reported in China Daily. According to the Los Angeles Times, the slowing accu-

mulation of U.S. debt suggests China is trying to diversify its holdings and is looking for other places to 

stockpile its trove of foreign exchange. 
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