
... 

 The Weekly China Briefing                                   25 May 2012 

PetroSA teams up with China’s Sinopec on Project Mthombo  

South African national oil company PetroSA and China Petroleum Corporation (Sinopec) recently 

sealed a joint study agreement for Project Mthombo, a new refinery at the South African Coega  

industrial development zone in Nelson Mandela Bay, as reported in news agency Creamer Media’s 

Engineering  News. According to news agency 7
th
 Space Interactive, the US$11 billion refinery will 

have a 400 000 barrels a day capacity and will ensure security of fuel supply in South Africa.  

 

Agreement to grow Chinese cotton in East Sudan 

The Sudanese Ministry of Agriculture and the Chinese Centre for Transfer of Agricultural Technologies 

in Sudan Al Fao Farmers Council, recently agreed to grow genetically engineered Chinese cotton in Al 

Rahad Agricultural Scheme, in the regions of Gadarif and eastern Sudan as reported in the Sudan 

Vision Daily. According to Sudan Commerce News, Director of Al Rahad Scheme Abdallah Mohamed 

Ahmed said during the signing ceremony, that the Chinese and Sudanese sides can show the world a 

model of joint cooperation and can establish a strategic agricultural partnership.  

 

Spike in agricultural trade with Africa 

China-Africa trade on agricultural products has gone through years of fast growth and the trade  

volume reached US$ 4.78 billion in 2011, a Chinese official said recently as reported in China Daily. 

According to Kenyan news agency Capital News, Chinese director of the Department of International 

Cooperation of the Ministry of Agriculture Wang Ying, mentioned that the figure marked a 40.2 % rise 

from the trade volume of the previous year and was 7.7 times that of 2001.  

 

Chinese cinema firm to buy AMC in US$ 2.6 billion deal 

Dalian Wanda Group Corp Ltd, the owner of China's largest cinema chain by box office receipts,  

acquired the world's second-largest theatre chain AMC Entertainment Holdings Inc. for US $2.6 billion 

recently as reported in China Daily. According to the Los Angeles Times, the deal marks the largest 

investment to date by a Chinese company in the U.S. entertainment industry. It gives Wanda a  

foothold in the U.S. cinema business through what some analysts view as a trophy acquisition.  

 

China and Croatia to enhance economic ties 

China and Croatia recently sought to enhance bilateral economic and trade cooperation in a bid to  

promote each other's national economic and social development, and to consolidate relations between 

the two countries as reported in China Daily. According to news agency CNC World, China's top  

legislator Wu Bangguo met with Croatian Prime Minister Zoran Milanovic in Zagreb as part of a Wu’s 

four-European nation tour. Croatia is set to be the European Union’s 28th member state by next year.  

Contact Us 
  +27 21 808 2840 

  +27 21 808 2841 

  ccsino@sun.ac.za 

  www.sun.ac.za/ccs 

 @CCS_STELL 

 Facebook.com/CCS.Stell           

     About Us 
The Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS) at  

Stellenbosch University is the leading African  
research institution for innovative and  

policy relevant analysis of the relations  
between China and Africa.  

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/petrosa-teams-up-with-chinas-sinopec-on-mthombo-2012-05-21
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/petrosa-teams-up-with-chinas-sinopec-on-mthombo-2012-05-21
http://7thspace.com/headlines/412982/south_africa_petrosa_partners_with_chinas_sinopec_group_for_mthombo_refinery.html
http://news.sudanvisiondaily.com/details.html?rsnpid=210408
http://news.sudanvisiondaily.com/details.html?rsnpid=210408
http://www.sdeconews.com/story-z6576261
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2012-05/20/content_15340606.htm
http://www.capitalfm.co.ke/news/2012/05/china-reports-spike-in-agricultural-trade-with-africa/
http://europe.chinadaily.com.cn/business/2012-05/22/content_15354418.htm
http://articles.latimes.com/2012/may/20/business/la-fi-ct-amc-wanda-20120521
http://europe.chinadaily.com.cn/europe/2012-05/21/content_15344163.htm
http://www.cncworld.tv/news/v_show/24533_China-Croatia_ties.shtml
http://www.sun.ac.za/ccs

