
... 

 The Weekly China Briefing                                   11 May 2012 

African infrastructure key to China’s growth Glencore CEO says 

Investing in the development of Africa’s commodities infrastructure is key to China’s long-term growth, 

Glencore International Plc Chief Executive Officer Ivan Glasenberg said recently. According to 

Glasenberg the Chinese are not investing in mines in Africa, but they are investing in infrastructure as 

reported in news agency Bloomberg. According to news agency Fox Business, Glencore further  

mentioned that commodity-induced inflation is the biggest risk in the next two to four years, as China 

continues to consume a large amount of commodities.   

Angola is China’s second biggest supplier of oil in first quarter of 2012 

Angola was the second largest supplier of oil to China in the first quarter of 2012, after Saudi Arabia. 

Between January and March 2012, China imported 9.5 million tons of crude oil from Angola, which 

was 4.7 million tons less than imports from Saudi Arabia, according to news agency Macauhub. Ac-

cording to China Daily, China, the top buyer of Iranian crude oil, reduced its oil imports from Iran by 

5% in January year-on-year and 45% in February year-on-year. 

 

Group urges US and China to help resolve Sudan crisis 

Civil society groups in African and the Arab world want the US and China to intervene in the on-going 

conflict between Sudan and South Sudan. According to the groups, recent escalation of cross-border 

violence poses a very grave threat to international peace and security as reported in news agency the 

Africa Review. According to the Sudan Vision, the government of Khartoum has ruled out any under-

standing with Juba unless security issues are settled and before conducting any mediation by the In-

tergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD).  

China expels Al-Jazeera English reporter 

News agency Al-Jazeera says it has been forced to close its English-language bureau in Beijing after 

its reporter was expelled. China's decision not to renew the press credentials and visa of Melissa 

Chan is the first such action against a foreign reporter for many years as reported in BBC News. Ac-

cording to Al-Jazeera, a Chinese foreign ministry spokesman recently rebuffed inquiries about the 

non-renewal of Melissa Chan's credentials at a regular press briefing, saying only that journalists 

must follow China's laws and regulations.  

Chinese dissident Chen says officials must face justice 

Blind dissident Chen Guangcheng has demanded the central Chinese government punish officials, 

he blames for false imprisonment and years of persecution as reported in the Chicago Tribune. Ac-

cording to news agency Reuters Africa, Chen, who wants to travel to the United States after saying 

he does not feel secure in China, said he remains committed to continuing the rights defence cause, 

that brought him years of jail and house arrest and now international fame as a symbol of Chinese 

dissidence.   
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