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New AU head to boost China ties 

Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, South Africa’s minister of home affairs was recently elected as the first  

female head of the African Union Commission (AU), ahead of incumbent and rival Jean Ping of Gabon 

as reported in the South African Business Day. According to Xu Weizhong, an expert on African  

studies at the China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations, the AU under Dlamini-Zuma is 

expected to play a bigger role in expanding cooperation with China, especially in infrastructure  

construction projects that help connect African nations, according to China Daily Online.  

FOCAC produces new measures to boost China-Africa ties  

Chinese President Hu Jintao recently proposed new measures in five priority areas to boost China-

Africa ties, as he recently addressed the Fifth Ministerial Conference of the Forum on China-Africa 

Cooperation (FOCAC) in Beijing, as reported in Chinese news agency Xinhua.net. However, South 

African President Jacob Zuma, who heads the delegation from South Africa attending FOCAC, men-

tioned that an unequal trade relationship in terms of Africa’s supply of raw materials to China was un-

sustainable, according to the Mail & Guardian.  

 

Chinese and Nigerian firms plan coal power plant 

The search for alternative sources of energy for power generation may soon come to an end, with 

plans by an Indian firm- Sepco III and its technical partner, Pacific Holding, to construct a 1,200 mega 

watt coal power plant in Nigeria, according to The Guardian Nigeria. Speaking at the ceremony, the 

Chinese Consular-General in Nigeria, Liu Xianfa applauded the opportunities given to the Chinese 

firms to aid Nigeria's power sector. However Xianfa also stressed the need to accommodate more Chi-

nese firms in the Nigerian power sector to achieve the desired 20,000 Mega Watts (MW) by the year 

2020 as reported on Chinamining.org.  

China to promote Yuan in African trade and investment 

China will promote its currency for settling trade and investment with Africa, Li Dongrong, the assistant 

governor of the People’s Bank of China said recently as reported by Bloomberg News. According to 

China Daily Online, Li Dongrong further mentioned that Africa has the capability of becoming a new 

hub of international capital flow, and the Yuan’s use in Africa should be further improved in accord-

ance with rising demand for the currency.  

 

UN head visits China seeking tough action on Syria 

U.N. leader Ban Ki-moon called for action by the Security Council on Syria, as he arrived in Beijing 

recently as part of a diplomatic push to get Russia and China to back a tougher response to attacks by 

President Bashar Assad's regime according to ABC News. However, Russia and China again vetoed 

the Western-backed UN Security Council resolution that threatened Syrian authorities with sanctions 

against heavy weapons use and the withdrawal of troops, as reported in China Daily Online.  

Contact Us 
  +27 21 808 2840 

  +27 21 808 2841 

  ccsino@sun.ac.za 

  www.sun.ac.za/ccs 

 @CCS_STELL 

 facebook.com/CCS.Stell           

     About Us 
The Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS) at  

Stellenbosch University is the leading African  
research institution for innovative and  

policy relevant analysis of the relations  
between China and Africa.  

http://www.businessday.co.za/articles/Content.aspx?id=176300
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/cndy/2012-07/17/content_15588031.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/china/2012-07/19/c_131726133.htm
http://mg.co.za/article/2012-07-19-south-africa-and-china-in-awkward-embrace
http://www.ngrguardiannews.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=92628:chinese-nigerian-firms-plan-n624bn-coal-power-plant-in-benue&catid=31:business&Itemid=562
http://www.chinamining.org/Investment/2012-07-18/1342575102d58100.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-07-14/china-to-promote-yuan-in-africa-trade-and-investment-daily-says.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/cndy/2012-07/14/content_15579858.htm
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/head-visits-china-seeking-tough-action-syria-16791884
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2012-07/20/content_15601583.htm
http://www.sun.ac.za/ccs


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

 

. 

 

  

 

 


