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FOCAC: Africans urge China to help create sustainable development 

China has pledged US$20 billion in credit for Africa over the next three years, in a push for closer ties 

and increased trade. Making the announcement at the FOCAC summit in Beijing, President Hu Jintao 

said that the loans would support infrastructure, agriculture and the development of small businesses, 

reports Club of Mozambique. On their side, African leaders have urged China to prioritize sustainable 

development in its trade with African countries. Chinese investments in environmentally sensitive  

sectors such as agriculture, oil, gas and mining have caused serious environmental problems, thereby 

causing an anti-Chinese sentiment in the continent, according to Voice of America. 

China and Mozambique sign anti-poverty deal 

China and Mozambique have recently launched a Centre for Cooperation on Poverty Reduction, in 

which the Chinese government expects to spend around US$1 million over three years. The Chinese 

Director of the State, Fan Xiaojian, said his country would bring to Mozambique its experiences in  

reducing poverty in rural areas, reports Africa Review. According to the Mozambique’s Development 

Minister, Aiuba Cuereneia, alleviating poverty should be based on building facilities and training, so 

that people could take best advantage of the opportunities offered to them, reports Macauhub. 
 

China aims for Zambian cultural integration as business relations expand 

The Zambian Foreign Minister Given Lubinda told reporters recently that Chinese enterprises need to 

combine economic investment with cultural integration as more Chinese companies do business in 

Africa, particularly in Zambia. He added that Chinese brands such as Huawei and ZTE are already 

deeply involved in the country's development, according to Izambia. Lubinda urged Chinese firms to 

produce copper products locally in order to create added value and more job opportunities for  

Zambian citizens, reports China Daily. 

Chinese firms pitch in to boost Africa's human capital   

Chinese companies are helping to train Africa’s business talent, as the lack of business professionals 

has become a bottleneck for increased China-Africa business cooperation. Recently, 31 students from 

Angola received their bachelor's degrees from Changsha University, reports China Daily. China Road 

& Bridge Corporation sponsored each of the students’ tuition and living expenses during their study, 

as well as 112 others from Equatorial Guinea and the Republic of Congo. Xiao Jinquan, a senior  

partner at Dacheng Law Offices, says that the firm is in talks with several universities and companies 

to sponsor new training programs for African professionals, reports the U.S.-based Atlanta Black Star. 

Rainstorms kill 95 in China  

Torrential rain has ravaged 17 Chinese provincial areas recently, leaving 95 dead and another 45 

missing. Rainstorms also left 29 000 houses destroyed and caused other damage. National disaster 

authorities initiated an emergency response and sent teams to the worst-affected areas, such as  

Beijing and Hebei, to direct relief work, reports Xinhua. Many citizens have posted dramatic pictures of 

the storm on the popular site Sina Weibo. Some complained that the government should have been 

prepared, especially as it had issued a severe storm warning the day before, reports Chicago Tribune. 
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