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VENUE:  Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  

 

The 2nd China-Africa Think Tanks Forum (CATTF II) was held in Bishoftu, Ethiopia, October 12-13, 

2012. The forum was hosted by the Institute of African Studies of Zhejiang Normal University and 

the Institute for Peace and Security Studies of Addis Ababa University under the theme of “Chinese 

and African Common Interests: Current Issues and Future Perspectives in Governance, Peace and 

Security”. The CCS, Director Sven Grimm, Research Fellow Ross Anthony, and Research Analyst Yejoo 

Kim attended the forum. The conference participants also had the opportunity to visit one of the 

Chinese-led Special Economic Zones in Africa, the Eastern Industry Zone located in Dukem, as well as 

the Chinese-funded African Union headquarters located in Addis Ababa. During the two-day forum, 

academics and experts exchanged perspectives on the current issues of China-Africa relations. It is 

intended that the discussions will contribute to China-Africa relations in a sustainable manner.  

The workshop was organized into sessions of four different topics:  

 

 Perspectives on the Potential of China-Africa relations to improve governance, peace and 

security  

 Debating the effectiveness of China’s role in regional integration, peace-building and its non-

interference policy  

 Chinese alternatives to economic and social development in Africa  

 Challenges and opportunities in China-Africa relations: cases from Eastern and Southern 

Africa  

A central point of discussion during the wrap-up session focused on the issue of “non-interference” – 

a key term in the Chinese foreign policy toolkit referring to a robust mutual respect for sovereign 

integrity in state-to-state relations. A question much debated was how non-interference will 

affected by the increase of China’s economic and political influence on the African continent. Various 

options were discussed, including those who felt that this strict non-interference will continue to be 

an appropriate approach in state-to-state relations, and those who felt that that there should be a 

shift to re-adapt to a changing situation that would require more engagement. Certainly, if the 

Chinese government continues its present growth trajectory in Africa, it will increasingly be pressed 

to define, and possibly re-define, its understanding of the term.  

All in all, the discussions on the opportunities and challenges that China-Africa relations face were 

seen as an important step for deepening the understanding from both entities. 

See Chinese media coverage on CATTF II: 

http://www.diretube.com/cctv/china-africa-think-tanks-forum-opens-in-ethiopia-

video_fa9d31007.html 
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