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Bo Xilai expelled from Chinese congress 

The Standing Committee of the National People's Congress (NPC), China's top legislature, announced 

the termination of Bo Xilai's post as an NPC deputy this week. The committee removed Bo who was 

suspended last month for violating party laws, reports Xinhua. His expulsion from the NPC removes 

his immunity from prosecution and sets the stage for a criminal case involving  

accusations of corruption and abuse of power, revealing the party’s determination to resolve the  

China’s messiest political scandal in decades, according to the British Guardian. 

 

Vietnam snubs South Africa on key rhino poaching agreement 

Vietnam has failed to sign a law enforcement agreement with South Africa aimed at curbing rhino 

poaching. The news came as South Africa announced that poaching levels had reached a record high 

this year, reports the South African Mail & Guardian. To get the attention of Chinese authorities, a 

South African film designer, Mark Wilby, is threatening to send his toenail clippings to the Chinese 

embassy in Pretoria. Rhino horn, he says, which is widely used in Chinese medicine, is made up of 

keratin — a protein which is a component in human nails, according to Times of India 

China contacts Nigeria over Chinese worker's death 

China has lodged a representation with Nigeria over the murder of a Chinese construction worker by 

gunmen in the city of Maiduguri. Hong Lei, spokesman at the Chinese Foreign Ministry, said that  

China takes the incident very seriously, according to Chinese newspaper, People Daily. The killing of 

the Chinese worker exacerbates security concerns for foreign workers in Nigeria. Two weeks ago a 

Chinese cook working for another construction company was shot dead while shopping at a food  

market in Maiduguri, according to the U.S.-based Washington Post. 

 

South Africa snaps up locomotives from China with fast delivery pledge  

South Africa is buying locomotives from China for the first time in its history, with Transnet Freight Rail 

signing a contract with China South Rail (CSR) Zhouzhou Electric Locomotive worth about US$300 

million. The acquisition of the new locomotives is part of the government’s strategy to create jobs 

through infrastructure investment, reports the South African Business Day. Fearing criticism about 

violation of labour regulations in African countries, CSR president Xu Zongxiang said his company 

was familiar with South African labour policies, especially BEE requirements, according to South  

Africa’s IOL. 

 

China slams U.S. presidential candidates  

During the final presidential candidate debate with U.S. President Barack Obama, Republican  

nominee Mitt Romney pledged to declare China a currency manipulator on his first day in office should 

he be elected, allowing the U.S. to raise tariffs on Chinese imports. The U.S.- China Business Council, 

however, has been critical of such campaign rhetoric, according to Bloomberg. Beijing has urged the 

candidates to refrain from stoking tensions with China during their campaigns, reports The Australian. 
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