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Ghana receives US$500 million Chinese loan for railway rehabilitation 

The Ghanaian Minister of Transport, Alhaji Dauda, has announced that a $US500 million Chinese loan 

will be used to rehabilitate the Takoradi-Kumasi railway line, reports Ghana Filla. Transportation  

remains one of the strategic sectors of Ghana's economy, forming a substantial part of the social  

safety nets, facilitating the distribution of wealth through trade and employment opportunities in both 

urban and rural communities, according to People's Daily. 

 

Sino-African trade expected to surpass US$200 billion in 2012 

South Africa's biggest bank, Standard Bank, reported that Sino-African trade is likely to be over 

US$200 billion this year. China's trade with Africa has grown nearly twice as fast as its trade with Latin 

America, which is the second strongest performer according to the report, reports Xinhua China  

continues to gain market share in Africa. Standard Bank estimates that 18% of Africa's imports were 

sourced from China this year so far, according to  Africa Business 

 

China’s arms supply to Africa in focus 

While China’s aggressive new strategy to sell weapons in Africa was on clear display at a recent  

defence exposition in Johannesburg, experts say the growing number of Chinese small arms coming 

to Africa is far more worrying, according to America’s world news site Global Post. Deliveries of major 

arms from China to sub-Saharan Africa are estimated to have grown from just 3% of the total volume 

between 1996 and 2000 to 25% from 2006 to 2010, reports China Daily Mail 

  

China takes anti-corruption drive to Macau's casino halls 

The Chinese government is increasing its scrutiny of Macau's booming casino industry and the junket 

operators that bankroll its high-rolling gamblers, the first sign of a crackdown on corruption following 

stepped-up rhetoric by China's new leadership, according to the U.S.-based Wall Street Journal. As 

Beijing tightens oversight of civil servants and keeps an ever closer watch on flamboyant luxury 

spending, Macau is an obvious focus, says the Indian The Economic Times. 

 

Report on “black jail” sentences retracted by China media 

A Chinese court has asked for an apology from a domestic newspaper which said it jailed ten 

"interceptors" who illegally held petitioners attempting to lodge complaints with the government,  

according to Pakistan’s Business Recorder. This week, the Guangmingwang, People’s Daily and 

Global Times newspapers claimed the original report was not true. Illegal detention of petitioners is 

believed to be common. Such petitioners are intercepted by local government agents and detained 

illegally in shabby hostels commonly known as “black jails”, South China Morning Post reports. 
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