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Portugal’s REN and China State Grid set up joint venture to operate in Mozambican market 

Portuguese National Energy Network (REN) and China State Grid will form a joint venture to operate 

in northern Mozambique in 2013. The China State Grid will take a 25 percent stake in the  

Portuguese company, according to the Mozambican Macauhub. The project is part of an agreement 

on the privatization of Mozambique's power and natural gas infrastructure. The joint venture will   

reduce  Mozambique's dependence on electricity from South Africa, reports Xinhua. 

 

China urges Sudan and South Sudan to maintain negotiations 

The presidents of Sudan and South Sudan recently agreed to set up a demilitarised zone along their 

disputed border, a condition for restarting oil exports. The African Union called a summit to defuse 

tensions after months of inclusive talks between the two countries, reports Reuters. China expects 

both sides to preserve regional peace and stability, carry out their signed agreements and resolve 

unsettled issues at an early date, according to Global Times. 

 

Two Chinese miners shot dead in Ghana 

Two Chinese miners, Jian Sheng (40) and Chao Hua (35), were allegedly shot and killed when  

suspected armed robbers stormed their camp in the Central Region of Ghana. The incident  

happened on 31st December 2012, just a month after they were robbed at gunpoint at the same site, 

reports Modern Ghana. The killing highlighted the mounting social and environmental problems in 

the booming small-scale mining sector in Ghana, Africa’s second-largest gold producer, according to 

Washington Post. 

 

The new Zambian currency good for Chinese investors 

Chinese Ambassador to Zambia, Zhou Yuxiao, says that the newly launched rebased Zambian  

currency will make business easier for Chinese investors working in Zambia due to its similarity to the  

Yuan. Mr Yuxiao added that the embassy will post the rebased currency on its website as part of a  

sensitization campaign, according to Zambian Watchdog. China lauded the Zambian government for 

ending 2012 with positive economic results and pledged to forge deeper economic relations in 2013 

to push socio-economic development in Zambia, reports Times of Zambia. 

 

China denies rejecting Australian journalist Chris Buckley's visa 

A New York Times (NYT) journalist, who has worked in China for over a decade, has been forced to 

leave the country after his visa was not renewed. The NYT  recently published an article that alleged 

Premier Wen Jiabao’s family amassed an estimated fortune of US$ 2.7 billion, according to the  

Indian The Hindu. China has denied rejecting the visa to Chris Buckley, arguing that Buckley’s visa  

application did not meet all requirements and has only been delayed, reports the American 

Herald Sun. 
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