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Nearly half the timber exports from Mozambique to China is illegal 

Forty-eight percent of the timber making its way from Mozambique's forests to Chinese companies was 

harvested illegally, according to a new report by the Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA), which 

blames the problem on widespread corruption and poor governance, according to San Francisco’s 

Mongabay. Illegal logging costs  Mozambique tens of millions of dollars a year in lost tax revenues, 

says the BBC news. 

 

President of the African Union to Visit China  

The president of the African Union, Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, will arrive in China this week on an  

official visit on the invitation of Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi and will participate in the  

Strategic Dialogue China-African Union, said the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, according to Latin  

American news agency Presan Latina. China is willing to make joint efforts with AU and African  

countries to deepen strategic mutual trust and expand cooperation and coordination, and  

further promote China-AU relations, reported China Daily. 

  

China jails 1, detains 70 to quell Tibet protests 

A Chinese court sentenced a Tibetan man to 13 years in prison for goading a monk to self-immolate, 

as Beijing steps up a crackdown on self-immolations aimed at protesting communist rule. The Chinese 

government has detained 70 people in the province's ethnic Tibetan areas, reports American   

The Miami Herald. Protesters are calling for Beijing to allow greater religious freedom and the return 

from exile of the Dalai Lama, who lives in India, according to U.S. based ABC news. 

. 

Anti-pollution, austerity drives mark China’s Year of the Snake 

China brought in the Year of the Snake with unusually quiet celebrations, amid campaigns by the  

government to tackle rising pollution and to promote austerity as part of a drive against "extravagance" 

and corruption, according to Indian The Hindu. Mr. Xi has banned government departments from  

hosting large banquets – another tradition on the eve of the Lunar New Year – while the State  

Administration of Radio, Film and Television (SARFT) has stopped broadcasting commercials for  

           luxury goods, reported CNN. 

 

Spring Festival celebrated in South Africa 

Thousands of people thronged to Johannesburg's China Town for the Lunar New Year (Spring  

Festival) celebrations on Saturday. People came from all the provinces of South Africa to celebrate the 

dawn of the New Year, reports China’s People’s Daily Online. The Johannesburg-based Chinese  

Association, which was formed in 1903, has been holding this annual event for the past 50 years,  

reported the Global Times. 
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