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China appoints hard-liner as Tibet governor 

China has appointed a hard-line politician, Losang Gyaltsen, as governor and head of Tibet's centrally 

approved, regional assembly, belying expectations that the new regime headed by Xi Jinping, will 

bring about a change in policy in the minority dominated areas, according to Times of India. China has 

defended its actions in Tibet, saying the mountainous region suffered from dire poverty until 1950, 

when communist troops "peacefully liberated" it, reports Reuters. 

 

Africa's WTO nominee vows to further China-Africa trade gains 

The African nominee for the job of the director general of the World Trade Organization,  

Amina Mohamed, says she will work to build on the trade gains resulting from China's engagement 

with Africa, according to China’s Shanghai Daily. Trade between China and African countries reached  

US$163.9 billion in the first 10 months of 2011, up 20 percent year on year, according to statistics 

released by the China Ministry of Commerce in December 2012, reports Rwanda’s The New Times. 

 

Chinese court denies trial opening for Bo Xilai 

Disgraced Chinese politician, Bo Xilai, will reportedly not stand trial until March at the earliest. The 

former party chief of the south western metropolis of Chongqing faces charges of taking bribes and 

improper sexual relations with multiple women, according to The West Australian. Jiang Hao, head of 

the Intermediate People's Court in Guiyang in Guizhou  Province said the court will inform the media 

when it receives notice to begin the trial, reports China.org.cn. 

 

Zambia-China trade worth US$3.5 billion  

The Chinese Ambassador to Zambia, Zhou Yuxiao, said that the trade volume between Zambia and  

China stood at US$3.5 billion last year (2012) and is projected to increase this year due to continued 

trade ties between the two countries, reports Zambia Daily Mail. Ndhlovu, Director of Investrust Bank, 

said that his bank values the contribution made by the Chinese business community in alleviating pov-

erty among Zambians. He pledges to continue to partner with the Chinese business community in  

order to boost the country’s economic activities, reports the South African Metro Business Standard. 

 

China-assisted hospital commissioned in Nigeria 

A new 150-bed hospital has officially been commissioned in Abuja, capital of Nigeria, in partnership 

with China. The China-Nigeria Friendship Hospital, marks the 42nd anniversary of the establishment 

of diplomatic relations between China and Nigeria, according to China’s Shanghai Daily. President  

Goodluck Jonathan says that this new federal staff hospital and an accompanying upgrade of tertiary 

hospitals would reduce the number of people that needed to be referred abroad for medical treatment, 

reports the Nigerian Daily Trust. 
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