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New Chinese president, Xi Jinping, to visit Africa on first international trip  

Xi Jinping, will visit Africa on his first foreign trip, sending a strong indication of the importance  

attached to Sino-Africa relations by Beijing. He will attend the fifth BRICS summit in South Africa  

during his trip, according to US based RT. China has courted Africa for decades, but its efforts have 

kicked into high gear in recent years as Beijing seeks to satisfy growing demand for raw materials and 

energy. Last year China offered $20 billion in loans to African countries over the coming three years, 

part of China’s “no-strings-attached aid policy”, reports South African Iol News. 

CNPC plans to enter gas exploration sector in Mozambique 

China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) is negotiating with the Italian group ENI for the sale of 

a 20 per cent stake in an oil block in Mozambique where large natural gas deposits have been found, 

reported financial news agency Bloomberg. The deal would rank as the biggest overseas investment 

made by CNPC or Petro China Co., and give China a foothold in one of the world’s largest gas  

deposits, according to The Washington Post. 

China-Africa honeymoon over, claims Nigerian central bank governor 

The governor of Nigeria’s Central bank, Lamido Sanusi, warned that Africa must view China as a  

competitor. “China takes from us primary goods and sells us manufactured ones”, he said, according 

to China’s NTD . Trade between China and Africa was worth more than $200bn in 2012, 20 times 

what it was in 2000, driven by commodities. But a boom in commodities has coincided with the relative  

decline of African manufacturing from 12.8 per cent to 10.5 per cent of regional GDP (UN figures), 

according to The Financial Times. 

Nearly 6,000 dead pigs pulled from Shanghai river 

Shanghai authorities said that 5,916 dead pigs had been removed from the Shanghai river by  

Tuesday. Despite fears of contamination, authorities claimed water from the river was safe, meeting 

government-set standards of water quality, according to the BBC. For many Chinese, this bizarre  

incident, complete with graphic pictures and videos of pig carcasses bobbing in garbage-choked  

waterways, deepens their worries about the appalling state of China's rivers, lakes and underground 

water, and its wider environment, after decades of breakneck economic growth and industrialization, 

reports USA Today.   

Xi Jinping’s "Chinese dream"  

Soon after taking over as Communist Party chief, Xi Jinping, launched a series of speeches referring 

to  the “Chinese dream”, in his view, the great revival of the Chinese nation, with relevance not only 

socially but also in building a strong military, reports The Wall Street Journal. The "Chinese dream" 

has since become a hot topic. “Chinese dream” is a cnccp promoted perception, that every Chinese 

should be able to realize their own values, ideals, improve their lives and pursue happiness as they 

devote themselves to the cause of national rejuvenation , according to Chinese news agency Xinhua.  
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