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BRICS summit 2013—Preparations underway in South Africa 

South African President Jacob Zuma and International Relations Minister Maite Nkoana-Mashabane 

have held separate meetings this week with visiting Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi. Jiechi and 

his delegation are in the country to assist with preparations for the next BRICS summit, says 

SouthAfrica.Info. President Zuma has invited the president of China to attend the BRICS meeting and 

pay a state visit to South Africa, according to China Daily. 

 

Cyber security and espionage troubles China  
  

Classified intelligence documents support the recent claim by security firm Mandiant that an elite  

military unit of Chinese hackers is continuously attacking U.S. government and private computer  

networks, says Washington’s The Hill. A Foreign Ministry spokesperson said that the Chinese  

government is worried about these recent negative allegations and hopes that  

relevant parties will stop lodging accusations and work together to safeguard cyberspace security, 

says China’s news agency Xinhua.  

 
Open letter to CCP calls for reforms 
 

An open letter, signed by more than 100 prominent Chinese scholars, economists, journalists and 

former Communist Party officials, has issued an unprecedented call for political reforms, freedom of 

speech, freedom of assembly and the independence of the judiciary, according to The Hindu (Indian). 

The document comes as the Communist Party’s new leaders, including General Secretary Xi Jinping, 

have demanded some reforms including a crackdown on corruption and a halt to extravagance by 

government officials, reported U.S. based Bloomberg. 

 

South Africa promotes wine, fruit exports to China 
 

Western Cape Premier Helen Zille said in her State of the Province address, that government expects 

significant job losses following the recent farm worker strikes and will consequently seek to improve 

trade in wine and fruits between the province and new markets such as China, according Chinese 

news agency Xinhua. Zille warned that increasing mechanization will change farming, limiting it as a 

current major source that absorbs unskilled labour, reported South African TimesLive. 

Xi Jinping to take reins along with a government revamp 
 

The Chinese government is set for a revamp to reduce red tape in the world’s second-biggest  

economy, as it grapples with the need to boost consumption and tackle issues such as environmental  

degradation and corruption, according to U.S. based Bloomberg Business week.China’s Politburo 

endorsed a draft of a State Council restructuring plan that will be tabled for approval in the National 

People's Congress in two weeks' time, reported South China Morning Post.  
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