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Africa set to replace EU as China’s main trading partner - Economists 

Trade between Africa and China has increased by 22% per year for the past decade and reached a 

total of 200 billion dollars in 2012. Wei Jinguo, of the China Centre for International Economic Ex-

change, said “Growing at such speed, Africa is set to replace the EU as China’s largest trading part-

ner”, reports China Daily. Senegalese president Macky Sall recently warned the United States and 

the West that they are loosing out on African investment opportunities, according to Radio France 

International. 

Chilling of relations between China and North Korea  

Chinese present Xi Jinping recently gave a speech which some commentators believe is a thin veiled 

criticism of North Korea’s bellicose rhetoric. President Xi said  “no one should be allowed to throw a 

region and even the whole world into chaos for selfish gains.” This could mark an important shift in 

Chinese Policy vis-à-vis North Korea, according to  the US Washington Post. The Democratic Peo-

ple’s Republic of Korea is currently seemingly gearing up for a fourth nuclear test which will heighten 

the existing tensions, reports Xinhua. 

Zambian President Michael Sata attends Boao forum in Beijing  

Michael Sata attended the Boao forum and used the opportunity to woo Asian investors. The Boao 

forum, often referred to as the “Asian Davos,” took place in Beijing last week, reports The Zambia 

Times. This marks an improvement in Sino-Zambian relations following the removal of mining licenses 

from Chinese firms earlier this year.  Chinese President Xi Jinping gave the keynote address and em-

phasized Asian and African development as going hand-in-hand, according to the China Daily.  

Bird Flu: 33 infections, 9 deaths 

The death toll from the H7N9 strain of bird flu has risen to nine, with total infections rising to 33.  The 

WHO has issued statements urging calm and has said that, thus far, there is no evidence to suggest 

that the newest bird flu strain spreads by human to human contact, reports the BBC. Widespread cull-

ing of poultry stocks has taken place in China’s eastern cities in an attempt to stop the spread of the 

disease, according to Xinhua.  

 

Japan-Taiwan sign fisheries deal for disputed islands, China concerned 

Japan and Taiwan have signed a fisheries deal  that allows Taiwanese trawlers to operate in the wa-

ter around the Senkaku/Diaoyu islands, which are at the centre of an on-going territorial spat between 

China and Japan, reports The Japan Times.  The deal would encourage Taiwanese fishing vessels to 

expel trawlers from mainland China from the disputed territory and notes that Chinese officials have 

expressed “grave concerns”, according to the South China Morning Post, 
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