
... 

 The Weekly China Briefing                                 24 May 2013 

500 Chinese troops to be deployed to UN Mali force 

China has pledged 500 troops towards the UN peacekeeping mission in Mali.  An expert from New York 

University argued that this move will soothe China’s relations with the West, notably France, over  

disagreements regarding the on-going crisis in Syria, reports News24 (South Africa). The promised  

Chinese peacekeepers are  expected to strengthen China-Africa ties as they represent proof of China’s 

commitment to continental security. Currently Beijing has more troops in UN forces than the other four 

permanent Security Council members including the US. , according to the Global Times (China.)  

Uganda set to take advantage of increased Chinese demand for coffee 

The Ugandan coffee trade is booming due to increased demand from ex-pat Chinese returning to China 

with a newly found love for coffee. Demand is especially high in southern China where many Chinese 

returning from abroad have settled, reports ChinaDaily (China).  Uganda currently accounts for an  

estimated 76 per cent of total African coffee exports, a significant rise from recent years. Ugandan  

exporters benefit from greater investor confidence and ease of access to Kenyan ports, according to 

Monitor (Uganda). 

State Forestry Administration: China not to blame for ivory poaching 

The Chinese State Forestry Administration, said that the increase in the demand for ivory ornaments in 

China cannot be blamed the dramatic increase in poaching of African elephants. Nonetheless, estimates 

done by NGOs indicate that up to 90 per-cent  of Chinese ivory is still sourced illegally, according to  

Reuters (International). Mr Yan’s statement comes shortly after actress Li Bingbing followed the example 

of other Chinese celebrities and identified the ignorance of Chinese consumers regarding the sources of 

ivory and the Chinese ivory trade as major drivers of elephant poaching in Africa, reports  the Guardian 

(UK). 

Chinese Vice Premier concludes visit to Zimbabwe 

Chinese Vice Premier, Wang Yang, has concluded a three-day visit to Zimbabwe. Mr Wang met with 

President Mugabe to discuss bilateral ties and  with Finance Minister Samuel Nkomo to sign an  

interest-free loan agreement of US$ 16 million, reports The Herald (Zimbabwe). Increasing bilateral 

trade, which peaked at US$ 1 billion in 2012, forms the basis of China-Zimbabwe relations. China is  

currently the top investor in Zimbabwe, according to Xinhua (China). 

Chinese authorities hopeful North Korean envoy could ease regional tensions 

Choe Ryong-hae, special envoy of North Korea, met with senior Chinese officials this week. He was sent 

by Pyongyang after relations with Beijing took a nosedive after North Korea conducted nuclear tests,  

provoking a standoff with South Korea and the United States, and unidentified North Koreans kidnapped 

a Chinese fishing crew, according to ChinaDaily (China). Chinese officials are hopeful that this meeting 

will ease regional tensions. However, Korea experts elsewhere are not convinced Pyongyang is ready to 

give up its nuclear program, reports Reuters (International). 
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