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Conviction of ivory smugglers reveals problems with China’s legal ivory trade 

Three Chinese ivory smugglers were convicted in connection with the 2011 seizure of 7.7 tons of illegal 

ivory. The ivory came from 800 African elephants poached in the preceding year, reports the Sunday 

Times (South Africa). China has a legal market in ivory, which is supplied from a stockpile of 62 tons of 

ivory bought with international approval in 2008. The trial however revealed that the legal ivory trade  

effectively masks the illegal trade by giving smugglers an opportunity to “launder ivory”, according to 

News24 (South Africa).  

Tanzania to forge ahead with Chinese funded gas pipeline despite protests 

Tanzanian officials announced that they will forge ahead with the construction of a controversial,  

Chinese funded, natural gas pipeline. The proposed pipeline prompted violent protests in the Mtwara 

region, with the residents demanding a share of the gas wealth. Violent clashes have resulted in three 

deaths and 121 arrests, according to Reuters (International).  The Tanzanian police are currently  

searching for the instigators of the riots, who allegedly threatened Mtwara residents with violence if they 

engaged in economic activity during the protests, reports In2EastAfrica (Tanzania).   

Chinese firms begin construction of hydroelectric plant in Nigeria  

Two Chinese companies, Sinohydro Corporation Limited and Chinese National Electric Engineering,  

began the construction of the 700 megawatt Zangeru Hydroelectric Power Plant in Nigeria. The plant is 

to be located at the Zangeru Dam in northern Niger state. The project is expected to be completed by 

2017, reports ChinaDaily (China). The  project will cost and estimated US$ 1 billion, of which the  

Nigerian government will pay 25 per cent. China’s Exim Bank, will cover the remaining 75 per cent,  

according to AllAfrica.com (Nigeria).   

Germany to try block EU imposing punitive tariffs on Chinese imports 

German Chancellor, Angela Merkel, announced that Germany would use regional clout to stop the EU 

from imposing punitive tariffs on Chinese imports. Brussels and Beijing have engaged in an increasingly 

heated row over the apparent dumping of solar panels and mobile phones by Chinese companies on the 

European market. Chancellor Merkel hopes to prevent the trade dispute from evolving into a full-on 

trade war, reports ABC NEWS (USA). Germany is China’s largest European trading partner. China, for 

its part, is Germany’s largest non-European trading partner. The current friction is potentially damaging 

 to bilateral trade and both  countries are eager to put an end to it, according to the Financial Times (UK). 

Australian PM denies Chinese hacker story 

Australian Prime Minister, Julia Gillard, denied reports that Chinese hackers breached Australian cyber-

security firewalls and stole sensitive information, including the blueprints for the new headquarters of the 

intelligence service, reports Australian News (Australia). The apparent Australian leak coincides with 

similar reports from the United States. Information released by the Pentagon alleges that Chinese  

hackers gained access to recently developed defence technologies, including the plans for advanced 

Patriot Missiles and the Aegis Missile Defence Systems, according to ChannelNewsAsia (Singapore). 
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