
... 

 The Weekly China Briefing                                 07 June 2013 

Chinese firms wearing out their welcome in some parts of Africa? 

Gabon’s oil ministry plans to seize an oil field from China Petrochemical Corporation’s Addax Petroleum, 

as a dispute over production contracts worsens, reports Bloomberg (USA). Addax is embroiled in a legal 

dispute with Gabon over an oil field in which claims and counterclaims total more than US$ 1 billion. The 

case adds to questions about whether African enthusiasm for Chinese investment in the continent’s  

resources is fading. Earlier an iron-ore project in Gabon was placed under review and three Chinese  

licences were revoked in Zambia’s coal sector, according to Business Day (South Africa). 

 

Illegal Chinese miners arrested in Ghana 

Ghana Immigration Services arrested 124 Chinese citizens involved in illegal gold mining in the central 

region of Ashanti, as well as in the western and eastern regions. Some of the miners arrested had over-

stayed their visas, reports Xinhua (China). The detentions pose a delicate diplomatic problem for China. 

On the international stage, the country needs to show that  Chinese interests and activities overseas are 

lawful and socially and environmentally responsible, while domestically it must be seen as capable of 

maintaining the security and rights of its citizens abroad, according to The Globe and Mail (Canada). 

 

“Global hub” in Ethiopia created by Chinese investment 

Huajian Group and other investors are creating a shoe manufacturing cluster in Ethiopia that is set to 

employ more than 100 000 Ethiopians over the next 10 years, reports The Africa Report. This  

investment plan acts as a sign that Chinese manufacturers are starting to move to Africa to benefit from 

preferential trade tariffs and lower labour costs at a time when labour costs in China are rising and more 

barriers are put in place against Chinese product “dumping” internationally, according to Financial Times 

(USA). 

 

New Chinese minibus enters South African market  

The Beijing Automotive Works South Africa (BAW SA) has introduced its, Sasuka 16-seater minibus, 

into the South African taxi market. The company started local production at a plant on the East Rand of 

Johannesburg, reports Global Times (China). Competition is set to intensify in South Africa’s taxi indus-

try with the launch of this locally produced Chinese minibus into the market. John Jessup, the head of 

sales, said the Sasuka would be priced 15 per cent below its main competitor, according to Business 

Report (South Africa). 

 

Japan offers US$ 32 billion to Africa as it plays catch up with China 

Japanese Prime Minister, Shinzo Abe, pledged US$ 32 billion to Africa as his government seeks to 

catch up with China in pursuing resources, markets and influence on the continent. Around half of the 

money will be targeted at infrastructure development programmes, reports Bloomberg (USA). China’s 

government has been pleased to see Japan introduce co-operative initiatives with Africa and hopes the 

measures will aid Africa's peace and development. China and Japan are known to employ similar 

“infrastructure for  resources” approaches in development, according to Xinhua (China). 
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