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Evolving Pragmatism in China-Africa relationship, analysts 

Recent upheavals in China-Africa exchanges have led some analysts to believe that Africa’s relationship 

with its largest trading partner is evolving. On the one hand, African governments and businesses are  

becoming more pragmatic in how they deal with China, viewing the emergent super-power in the same 

way they might regard Western powers, reports Voice of America (USA). Additionally, anti-Chinese  

sentiment amongst African populations, especially with regard to labour relations between African workers 

and Chinese managers, is giving way to violence more frequently, which further strains Africa-China  

relations, according to the New Yorker (USA). 

China urges miners in Ghana to return home  

The 169 Chinese miners arrested by the Ghanaian authorities have been released. The delegation sent 

by Beijing to secure their release has urged Chinese gold miners in Ghana to return to China, reports 

Xinhua (China). The arrests of the miners was accompanied by a clampdown by the Ghanaian authorities 

on Chinese nationals. Many Chinese citizens are still hiding. There are reports that some Ghanaian  

security officials allegedly used it as an opportunity to loot Chinese businesses and steal personal  

possessions, according to the New York Times (USA). 

Hisense factory reopens in South Africa 

Hisense, a Chinese consumer electronics company, reopened its factory in Atlantis, an industrial town 

near Cape Town. Thus far, the company has invested R350 million in the factory and it is expected to  

create around 1200 jobs, according to Business Day (South Africa). The company received a R28.6  

million grant from the South African Department of Trade and Industries to aid with the reopening of the 

factory. This formed part of the department’s manufacturing investment program, a scheme to incentivise 

foreign investment in the manufacturing sector. Western Cape authorities are hopeful that the Hisense 

factory will encourage other investors and re-invigorate the town’s economy, reports Ventures-Africa.com 

(International). 

President Obama and President Xi meet in California 

US President, Barack Obama, and Chinese President, Xi Jinping, met in California for a two-day, informal 

meeting. The two presidents expressed optimism that the animosity between the two superpowers will 

eventually dissipate. With regard to security, both agreed that North Korea needs to halt its nuclear  

programme, reports the National Post (Canada). Cyber security, however, remains a contentious issue 

between the countries and the California meeting did not resolve this source of tension, according to USA 

Today (USA). 

Lift-off in the Gobi Desert: Shenzhou 10 is up, up and away  

Three Chinese astronauts, including China’s second female astronaut, embarked on China’s fifth manned 

mission to outer space aboard the Shenzhou 10. The three are to inhabit the Tiangong 1 space station, 

reports ChinaDaily (China). The Shenzhou 10 was launched from the Gobi Desert. President Xi wished 

them luck on their 15 day journey to Tiangong 1 and said they carry China’s “space dream” with them, a 

reference to President Xi’s  political slogan the “China Dream,” according to Xinhua (China).  
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