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   Editorial 编辑 

Dear Reader, 

2012 was a busy year—in China, in China-Africa 

relations and for the Centre for Chinese Studies 

at Stellenbosch University.   

China has had a leadership change in 2012, a 

once-in-a-decade event that obviously also im-

pacts on China’s relations to the world. In China-

Africa relations, we have seen the 5th meeting of 

the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 

(FOCAC) in Beijing in July, accompanied by the 

2nd Think Tank Meeting in Addis Ababa. Eco-

nomic relations flourish—and debates about 

Chinese engagement in African states are abun-

dant, including some controversial debates on 

the African continent, including remarks by 

South Africa’s president on the ‘unsustainability’ 

of the current trade relation. There are tasks at 

hand for research to provide evidence on the 

practice of China-Africa relations and give input 

into the debate. We believe that we are up for 

that challenge at the CCS!  

At the CCS, we are at full staff capacity since May 

2012, with four research analysts and two post-

doctoral research fellows. We have provided 

input to the major events and have made our 

website commentaries a weekly feature. There-

by, we do share our views on current events and 

longer trends, aiming at broader public input 

into the debate. We have also had two visiting 

fellows from African countries at the CCS, 

thanks to a grant from the Open Society Founda-

tion. Last, but not least, we have fully launched 

our work strand on environmental aspects of 

China-Africa relations with an international con-

ference in Stellenbosch that saw the participa-

tion of Chinese and African scholars, with an 

opening address by the Chinese Ambassador to 

South Africa, HE Tian Xuejun. In brief: we have  

 

 

 

 

 

increased our capacity in staff, in finance and in 

subject matters of China-Africa relations.  

More quality output in terms of publications is 

almost a natural consequence of this. Some of 

the changes in our output, however, are also due 

to our African vocation. We believe that the di-

rect engagement between Africa and East-

Asia—not least among them, obviously: China –

is a major theme for Africa’s decision-makers 

and for its academic community! We thus have 

changed the format of our house journal to a 

more academic standard, thereby hoping to pro-

vide a platform for African research on the re-

gions to our Far-East.  

This academic vocation should not come at the 

expense of policy-relevance, of course, as we are 

dealing with pertinent issues for current socie-

ties and contemporary economic challenges in 

Africa’s development. We are thus proud to 

have also increased our output of policy brief-

ings, not least so with a mini-series in the wake 

of the FOCAC V meeting in Beijing.  Our engage-

ment with the international media is clearly 

stemming from a similar drive.  

We very much value the engagement with our 

colleagues in Africa, China and globally and are 

very much looking forward to more debates in 

2013! 

Yours sincerely,  

  

 Dr Sven Grimm 

 CCS Director 
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    欢迎的单词  Words of welcome 

Dear Reader, 

Welcome to the Annual Report of the Centre for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch 

University. The Centre has had a successful year in 2012, further positioning 

itself as central to debates and research on China and China-Africa relations 

from an African perspective. Through its increased research output the CCS 

continues to play an important collaborative role to the academic goals of the 

Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, which include the extension of research in-

novation, with a view to increase the impact of research in society that can 

bring about economic and/or social improvement in South Africa and further 

afield in the continent.  

The spectrum of work that is highlighted in this report illustrates the vocation 

of the centre as Africa’s first and foremost research centre for the study of China 

and China-Africa relations. Positioned within the University of Stellenbosch, the 

CCS contributes to the continued growth and increased quality of academic out-

put produced by Stellenbosch as a research institution. The University of Stel-

lenbosch is a public institution of an emerging country, and consequently, our 

research aims to address pertinent issues in the further development of our 

country. We see research as the cornerstone for providing input and sustainable 

solutions for current challenges and in unlocking the future potential of the 

communities which we form part of.  

China is Africa’s and South Africa’s largest trading partner and increasingly an important international 

political ally through forums such as FOCAC and the BRICS. China is a significant source of foreign direct 

investment and increasingly contributes to tourism, one of South Africa’s key economic industries. Africa 

and China also have to face global challenges such as climate change and its consequences, which merits 

further exploration of joint activities for adapting to changing settings. Stellenbosch University is working 

on this unfolding relationship and aims to facilitate the country’s engagement with tomorrow’s opportu-

nities. Only through understanding our challenges can we work towards optimising tomorrow’s opportu-

nities – and quite a few of these opportunities are likely to be in Asia. 

The CCS’ work in three main thematic research streams with political, economic, and environmental di-

mensions, provides input into pertinent debates on the continent at large. These topics include but are not 

limited to: the search for how improvements in governance can be conducted, understanding the dimen-

sions of economic development, and promoting environmental sustainability. All of these aspects are cru-

cial to the African continent and its continued development. The CCS provides independent multidiscipli-

nary research to a number of stakeholders with application ranging from government ministries and em-

bassies to national and international research organisations and NGOs. As part of the Faculty of Arts and 

Social Sciences the Centre works within a knowledge cluster that also comprises the Department of Mod-

 

Prof. Johan Hattingh, 

Dean Faculty of Arts  

and Social Sciences, 

Stellenbosch University 
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    欢迎的单词  Words of welcome 

ern Foreign Languages and the Confucius Institute in our Post-Graduate and International Office.  

We are particularly proud of the international partnerships that the CCS has established over the 

years, with top Chinese research institutions, African researchers, and other centres of excel-

lence across the globe. Large parts of the centre’s research output that is presented in this report 

included co-operation through international linkages and engagements, for which I would like to 

thank our partners. 

I do wish you a stimulating journey through this collection of the CCS’ work in 2012 and I hope 

for your continuous engagement with and support for the research conducted at the Faculty. 

Best regards 
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Future directions for China’s 
engagement in Africa’s Peace 
and Security  

Islamic Extremism and Multilateral Action 

All five permanent members of the Security 

Council have been fighting Islamic militancy 

within their own territories, the case of China 

probably being the least well known. In the Chi-

nese north-west region of Xinjiang, the state ac-

cuses Uyghur separatists of using Islam militancy 

to achieve their aims. Particularly since the Sep-

tember 11 attacks of 2001 in the United States, 

the PRC government has strengthened involve-

ment in multilateral and bilateral counter terror-

ism efforts, including having certain Uyghur sep-

aratist groups listed as terrorist organizations by 

both the United Nations and the U.S Department 

of State. The current head of al Qaeda, Ayman al-

Zawahiri, recently listed China as one of the "five 

arrogant powers” singling out its presence in the 

Xinjiang region as part of a greater encroach-

ment on Islamic territories. Militant Islam is a 

force which has dictated major shifts in geopolit-

ical strategy in the last decade. Prior to a brief 

period in the 1990s, where the world enjoyed 

“the end of history”, Cold War politics saw Africa 

as a chessboard where superpowers carried out 

deferred “hot” wars. China was no stranger to 

this game where, for instance, in Angola, UNITA 

was supported by the likes of the US and China in 

its war against the socialist orientated MPLA 

which was supported by the USSR.  

 If the threat of Islam continues in the coming 

years, and weak African states continue to serve 

as a haven for such groups, then it seems likely 

that the inverse of cold war logic is likely to de-

velop: namely superpower increasingly working 

together with African states to eradicate the 

threat. If this is the case then it is likely to see 

more global co-operation not only in West Africa 

but also East Africa. In this latter region, coun-

tries such as Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya pose 

an equally challenging environment, where the 

2012 has seen increasing signs that China’s policy toward peace and security within Africa are shifting. 

One such transformation is the use of multi-lateral institutions. China has already gained some experi-

ence in this regard with its deployment of UN peacekeepers to Liberia; in 2012, this trend continued 

with its offer of military assistance to ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African States) with re-

gards to re-gaining territory lost to Mali in the Touareg region. This involvement has the backing of the 

United Nations Security Council.  While the rebellion is ethno-separatist in nature, it has also acquired 

an Islamic militant element, with Touareg rebels joining al-Qaeda affiliated groups. The link between 

Islamic militancy and China’s increased role in multilateral co-operation mat pave the way for further 

multilateral co-operation in years to come.  
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threat of Islamic militancy is coupled with a 

recent oil and gas bonanza which may enflame 

the situation. In fact, East Africa is already one 

of the most exemplary scenes for co-operation 

between superpowers in the form of piracy off 

the horn of Africa. As in the case of militant Is-

lam, it is in the interests of all major global 

powers to secure open sea channels, and multi-

lateral efforts have seen major success in stav-

ing off piracy.  

Such examples demonstrate that under certain 

conditions, powerful global actors are able to 

work together to solve problems in Africa. It is 

hoped that in the coming years, similar such 

global governance issues within Africa could be 

achieved in other areas of concern, such as in 

the extractive industries, where environmental 

degradation, corruption and civil war all come 

into play. However, because of the short-term 

economic benefits to be had in these situations, 

it is often the case that the immediate self-

interest of companies and nations trump longer 

term issues of peace and security. 

The Threat of Narrow Interests 

Like other significant investors in Africa, China 

has the capacity to act in this manner, particu-

larly in the narrow realm of protecting person-

al and infrastructure. One possible trend in 

coming years might be an increase in Chinese 

security firms on the continent. Han Fangming 

of the Foreign Affairs department of the Chi-

nese People’s Political Consultative Conference 

(CPPCC) recently suggested the establishment 

of a Chinese version of Backwater – an Ameri-

can security firm which played a significant 

role in the American invasion of Iraq (and en-

joyed immunity from local prosecution). In-

deed, there are already a number of Chinese 

private security outfits offering expertise 

abroad; they are often run by former People’s 

Liberation Army (PLA) personnel and include 

the Shandong Huawei Security Group and the 

Political relations 
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Beijing-based GSA. An increase of such outfits 

within Africa may pose challenges to China’s 

project of “soft power” on the continent:  what 

could be more detrimental to such aims than, 

for instance, a situation in which Chinese 

agents find themselves firing upon locals – a 

scenario which happened recently in Zambia 

between Chinese bosses and local workers and 

which hurt China’s reputation immensely.  

AS China increases its presence on the conti-

nent, it seems likely that the policy of “non-

interference” will increasingly come under 

strain, if not at the level of discourse, then at 

the level of practice. In fact Peking University 

academic Wang Yizhou has recently suggested 

the adaption of the term “creative involve-

ment”, pointing toward a more constructive 

mediation drawing on Chinese cultural charac-

teristics. From an African perspective it is im-

perative that shifts in Chinese foreign policy 

contribute toward peace and security on the 

continent, rather than simply guarding narrow 

national interests. This will not only contribute 

to African development but will also create long 

term stability for Chinese enterprise – a genu-

ine “win-win” situation. While there are Chi-

nese parties engaged in short-term acquisition, 

there is a growing body of officials, policy mak-

ers and academics genuinely concerned with 

Africa’s development and who are engaged in 

innovative models aimed at bolstering peace, 

security and economic development on the con-

tinent. Their increased influence upon China’s 

decision-makers in 2013 and beyond, will bode 

well for Sino-African relations.  

 

 

Dr Ross Anthony 

Research Fellow 

Centre for Chinese Studies 

Stellenbosch University 



12 

 

The planned transition of leadership in the CCP is a 

clear factor in changing the timing for FOCAC, as 

President Hu Jintao and Premier Wen Jiabao leave 

office, making way for their successors in the early 

part of 2013. President Hu is already labelled as 

“the African”. The symbolic importance of FOCAC 

to Sino-African relations is tremendous, as it serves 

as a milestone to the ever-expanding relationships 

of over four dozen African countries with China. 

FOCAC V would be the last with President Hu at 

China’s helm. Certainly, an earlier FOCAC would 

allow “the African” a graceful swan song before 

leaving centre stage of Chinese policy-making. Ad-

ditionally, big symbolic events need public atten-

tion. Having both the CCP congress and FOCAC in 

town would be a logistical challenge – but it would 

also draw focus away from the Africa relations. 

Inner-Chinese debates dominate in 2012 

Current frictions within the party seem to be reso-

nant and are a hotly debated topic within China – 

even if not explicitly in the Chinese state media. 

Looking at the planned transition of power come 

October, current Vice President Xi Jinping is set to 

ascend to leadership of the Party by March next 

year, aided by current Vice-Premier and Party Sec-

retary, Li Keqiang. In all, seven of the nine seats on 

China’s Political Standing Committee are up for 

grabs. The PSC steers China’s political agenda, and 

consists of China’s most powerful and influential 

politicians. China’s leadership has been uncomfort-

able with international scrutiny and interference in 

their domestic affairs for decades, and the current 

tensions have only increased as they’ve moved 

more into international prominence. Already this 

year, the messy political dogfighting around sacked 

mayor of Chongqing, Bo Xilai, revealed much more 

of the guts of the party’s political games of brink-

manship than any inside Zhongnanhai, the Chinese 

leadership’s compound in downtown Beijing are 

comfortable with. More recently, the snafu that 

developed with the U.S. Embassy when activist and 

artist Cheng Guangcheng mysteriously escaped 

house arrest and took refuge there was immensely 

embarrassing to the party elites, no less because 

the microblogs and newsfeeds in China were as 

alive with the story as their international counter-

parts. Would anyone in this situation want to have 

the international media be present in Beijing and 

hunting for a story? From the Chinese perspective, 

it makes sense to separate one already media-

saturated event (FOCAC) from another that has the 

Political relations  

Summer 2012 in Beijing: FOCAC V is 
coming to town  
China recently announced that the much-anticipated FOCAC V Ministerial Meeting in Beijing is  

going to take place in July- a full four months earlier than its usual end of year perch. What’s the rush? A curious 

mix of domestic political scandal and another upcoming high level event may be at work, as increasingly, inter-

national news rolls are filled with China’s domestic political soap operas, much to the ruling party’s chagrin. Tac-

tical scheduling aside, is Africa even ready for a summer FOCAC? Let’s take a look at the pieces of this puzzle, 

and see if we can fit them together satisfactorily. 
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potential to prove damaging to the secretive CCP 

should the political mud start to fly, and it is thus 

the likely reason why FOCAC is coming four months 

early this year. On the other hand, if the party con-

gress is so sensitive, FOCAC might well have divert-

ed attention from it as drawn scrutiny to it, but the 

thinking on this seems to have come to a different 

conclusion among China’s decision-makers. 

Is Africa ready for FOCAC V?  

The short notice of FOCAC’s scheduling will be dis-

ruptive to most African governments’ that are due 

to attend, and some coordination was necessary to 

avoid conflict of schedule with the regular June 

meeting of the African Union. Yet, frankly, African 

governments have had just about three years to 

make sure they are ready, and none of those years 

has gone by without significant interaction with 

China either. FOCAC is one larger part of an already 

expanding China-Africa relationship that continues 

to develop, the Forum notwithstanding. FOCAC has 

contributed to deepening the relationship, with 

legal and socio-cultural forums, political and eco-

nomic think tank meetings, trade agreements and 

educational exchanges, and providing a high-profile 

international event. All of this, however, is on top 

of all the pageantry of normal bilateral relations. As 

FOCAC approaches a decade and a half of life, the 

time for pageantry is over, and proactivity in the 

relationship, especially from the African side, is the 

order of the day. The scope and growth of the rela-

tionship is not the key issue any longer, but the 

quality of the relationship is. 

Two years ago, the CCS published a report which 

highlighted major challenges in FOCAC for the Afri-

can actors, specifically for five African countries and 

two regional organisations that were included in 

the study. The CCS study concluded that African 

actors should put six aspects at the top of their 

agendas in order to make the most effective use of 

the opportunities the Forum presented. Issues we 

listed back then were, (1) develop labour rights and 

legislation and pay special attention to local work-

ers’ skills; (2) focus on the establishment of joint-

ventures to build capacity; (3) find solutions to mul-

ti-faceted language barriers in Sino-African rela-

tions; (4) appoint China co-ordinators in key gov-

ernment departments; (5) re-assess the value and 

insights the civil society organisations can bring to 

developing FOCAC’s agenda and (6) synthesize local 

solutions to the ‘made in China’ problem besieging 

industries and markets, particularly construction. 

In 2012, all of these points are still on the agenda. 

True, there has been some progress, and some of 

that even meaningful: Legal and think tank forum 

abound, migration between China and Africa is 

growing, both in educational exchange, but also 

capital and goods and services, Mandarin language 

uptake across the continent is increasing, and civil 

society is a voice to reckon with in many African 

governance arenas. Yet, the core concern remains 

the coherence of this progress and where its driv-

ers are to be found. It still happens too little and far 

between to add real proactivity to the FOCAC agen-

da from the African side. With FOCAC now on the 

doorstep, an unprepared Africa is unlikely to find 

that strong collective, coherent agenda to put for-

ward in Beijing, which is a missed opportunity in-

deed.                                                                         

 

 

 
Matthew McDonald 

Research Analyst 

Centre for Chinese Studies 

Stellenbosch University 

CCS Commentary, published on our website on 09 July 2012  
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研究 Research 

Changing the horses in the 
Chinese economy— 
What’s the effect for Africa-
China relations? 
China’s rising presence in the world political and economic order shapes global international rela-

tions patterns between developed and developing countries. In 2012, many observers were strongly 

interested in the Chinese political leadership change that occurred in October during the Chinese 

Communist Party’s (CCP) 18th congress. The nomination of seven instead of the usual nine members 

of the politburo and the political turmoil around the Bo Xilai and Wang Lijun scandals were juicy sto-

ries, indeed. Yet, less focus has been given on the African countries’ side which have growing political, 

diplomatic and economic co-operation with China. Economically, before its accession to the World 

Trade Organisation (WTO) in 2001, China did not benefit from important global engagement; it only 

realised its economic success by opening to the world. This openness to the rest of the world for in-

vestments and trade has developed its relations with all the regions of the world, thus becoming a 

non-negligible economic and political partner – including for many African countries.  

  研究 Research 

In 2012, the Forum on China-Africa Coopera-

tion (FOCAC) convened for the fifth time since 

its establishment in 2000. FOCAC is an example 

of bilateral relations that China has developed 

with African countries. The previous FOCAC 

meetings between African and Chinese policy-

makers have been platforms for dialogue to 

strengthen economic co-operation; yet, numer-

ous challenges in the economic, political, social 

and environmental realms prevail. Addressing 

them may reshape the future of China-Africa 

relations.  

At FOCAC 2006, one of the main agreements 

signed between China and a few African coun-

tries was the establishment of Chinese Special 

Economic Zones in Africa to contribute to the 

development of local private investment and 

entrepreneurship, technology and skills trans-

fer, job creation and so on. However, such eco-

nomic zones have not (yet?) yielded the ex-

pected results in Africa. The lack of co-

ordination between policymakers, entrepre-

neurs and companies which manage the zones 

in African countries as well as lack of broader 

economic reforms have made it difficult for the 

Special Economic Zones in Africa to really take 

off compared to those in Southern China.  

Sino-African trade is mainly characterised by 

consumer goods imports from China and raw 

material exports to China. China's hunger for 

more resources from other countries mainly in 

Africa, Southeast Asia and Latin America with 

strong endowment in resources drives raw ma-

terial prices in the world resources markets 
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(see figure) and contributes to a booming trade 

between China and many resource rich African 

countries. Even though the volume of African 

exports to China (US$ 93 billion) is higher than 

the volume of African imports from China (US$ 

73 billion), the composition of trade remains an 

issue in China-Africa trade relations. Such trade 

remains unbalanced for Africa and has implica-

tions on the continent’s social and environmen-

tal protection. During the FOCAC V in Beijing in 

July 2012, President Zuma has drawn attention 

to the current lack of sustainability of Chinese 

trade and investment from an African perspec-

tive. However, diversification of African exports 

and imports to and from China has not been 

helped by policies. Particularly persistent are 

deficiencies of industrialisation policies and the 

absence of an enabling environment for the 

manufacturing industries to produce goods in 

order to satisfy African customers’ needs.  

At the global economic level, and even though 

China recovered relatively fast from the finan-

cial crisis that keeps on shaking many devel-

oped countries' economies, China’s economy 

faces internal challenges related to sustaining 

its economic growth by moving from an export 

to a consumption-driven economy. Over the last 

Economic co-operation 

Figure: Price indices for selected energy and commodity products 

Source: http://indexmundi.com/commodities 
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years, China’s double digit economic growth 

noticed in the past three decades has slack-

ened; therefore leading to political and eco-

nomic challenges to sustain the country’s econ-

omy. Such growth relied on important exports 

volume driven by mass production based on 

low costs of labour and manufacturing. During 

these decades, many foreign multinational com-

panies have localised in China in order to in-

crease their profit margins and exports; ena-

bling the country to become the largest FDI re-

cipient. Today with social reforms aiming at 

providing better working conditions and wages 

to millions of Chinese workers from the inland 

provinces to coastal cities in Southern and East-

ern China and the rising costs of production, 

China is shifting its economic growth model 

from exports to local consumption. The Chinese 

economy is therefore catering for its growing 

middle class with relatively high incomes to 

boost the national consumption and develop 

the local market. Not only Chinese but also for-

eign companies are aiming at selling more in 

China by offering competitive prices to Chinese 

consumers at home. However the rising invest-

ment costs doubled with the needs of the work-

ers for social reforms have pushed many com-

panies including Chinese to delocalise in neigh-

bouring Asian countries (Cambodia, Vietnam, 

Bangladesh and so on) and Africa.  

At a more micro-economic level, small traders 

play a role in the distribution of products and 

socio-economic development in their host and 

home country. Chinese small traders are pre-

sent in every larger African city today and Afri-

can traders regularly travel to China or settled 

in Yiwu and Guangzhou. Their presence in Afri-

ca and China – despite a people-to-people 

friendship rhetoric – has always evoked ten-

sions: protests emerge in Africa against Chinese 

competition, resulting in market protection in 

some places (e.g. legislation in Malawi reserv-

ing small retail for Malawians and in Nigeria 

where Chinese small traders have been caught 

for operating in the informal trade sector). Con-

trary to Yiwu, that also hosts an important pop-

ulation of African traders, we have seen pro-

tests arise in the city of Guangzhou. African 

communities in the southern industrial heart-

land of Guangdong are at times submitted to 

immigration controls and changes related to 

Chinese migration policies and regulations 

based on circumstances; i.e. major cultural or 

sports events . 

The change of China’s growth model – while 

trying to continue growth at the same time – 

resembles the change of horses during the race. 

African policy-makers, however, need to be 

aware that China’s economic success story is 

one of continuous policy reforms and economic 

changes. These reforms are usually undertaken 

(and tested) in limited areas and then broad-

ened if proven successful; in other words: in 

these cases, empirical and pragmatic economic 

policy-making rather than ideological purity 

prevails. For the political system, however, oth-

er rules appear to apply. To sustain the eco-

nomic growth by taking into account the social 

and environmental consequences that come 

along and ensuring a better livelihood for the 

Chinese population remains a major challenge 

for the newly appointed Chinese policymakers.  

 

Dr Daouda  Cissé 

Research Fellow 

Centre for Chinese Studies 

Stellenbosch University 
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Evolution of Korea’s approach towards Africa  

The Korean government has started putting 

effort into vying for influence on the continent. 

KOAFEC can be seen as in competition with oth-

er Asian countries’ cooperation mechanisms, 

especially China’s Forum on China–Africa Coop-

eration (FOCAC) and Japan’s Tokyo International 

Conference on African Development (TICAD). 

There is no doubt that China is the biggest part-

ner in Africa and its rapid economic growth has 

been deemed an example to follow by a number 

of African countries. However, Korea also has its 

own development experience to share with Afri-

can countries and some, indeed, refer to Seoul’s 

experiences in discussions, rather than the much 

larger emerging great power China.   

South Korea began to establish diplomatic rela-

tions with African countries in the early 1960s 

but Korea-Africa relations have been marginal-

ized in Korea itself. In 2006, then President Roh 

Moo-hyun visited Egypt, Algeria and Nigeria and 

it was the first time a head of state had visited 

since 1982. Right after President Roh’s visit, in 

November 2006 the First Korea-Africa Forum 

was held to formulate a plan for strengthening 

cooperation with Africa. This conference was 

attended by delegates from 15 African countries. 

In 2012, an increase in interest on the African 

side led to 35 countries being represented. The 

Export-Import Bank of Korea and the Ministry of 

Strategy and Finance played a key role and the 

African Development Bank participated as co-

organiser hoping that African countries’ needs 

would be reflected. Initially, former President 

Roh’s visit was closely linked to strengthening 

the economic partnership with economic powers 

and oil producers on the continent – a pattern 

that sounds familiar throughout Asia. However, 

the conference has evolved over time and the 

Korean government, having acceded to member-

ship of the Development Committee of the 

OECD, now highlights inclusive growth in African 

countries. In other words, economic growth is 

crucial and this can be made sustainable by gen-

erating jobs. By creating income, it is hoped to 

eradicate poverty in the first place and achieve 

sustainable development eventually.  

Economic co-operation 

Korea’s approach for Africa’s 
inclusive growth: KOAFEC 
Besides China’s strong presence in Africa, another Asian country, South Korea has also expanded its 

footprint on the African continent, less noticed, though. Korea’s presence that can contribute to Africa’s 

long term development has been minimal so far. Under the circumstances, the Korea Africa Forum on 

Economic Cooperation (KOAFEC), held in 15-18 October 2012, has drawn attention. Since the First Korea

-Africa Forum which aimed at strengthening cooperation between Korea and African countries, was held 

in November 2006, this interaction has become active and its scope has been expanded from a discus-

sion on trade and investment to considering socio-economic issues. How does South Korea engage with 

African states? Can this approach become a foundation for Africa’s inclusive growth?  
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KOAFEC as a smaller actor – with opportunities 

Compared to what China or Japan offer, the Ko-

rean government’s offer of US$590 million in 

2013-2014 is relatively small. Consequently, on-

ly a few countries in Africa stand to receive sub-

stantial amounts, including Rwanda, Uganda, 

DRC and Ethiopia. More specifically, funding 

includes US$370 for natural resources and infra-

structure development. Other sectors include 

information technology (IT), training human re-

sources and agriculture projects. Given the Ko-

rean background, a focus on the IT sector and 

training for government officials is understanda-

ble: government efficiency is deemed as one of 

the driving forces of Korea’s remarkable eco-

nomic growth. This is an area where Korea can 

share its development experiences. Yet, the li-

on’s share of the financial aid will be allocated 

to natural resources and infrastructure. It is 

therefore questionable if the government will 

commit itself to contribute to achieving inclu-

sive growth in Africa. In other words, ultimately, 

it seems that the government’s sharing of expe-

rience in successful economic development is 

not quite (yet) the priority.  

It is good news that Korea has committed itself 

to increasing the volume of aid as well as being 

aware of the need of ensuring the better use of 

aid resources for inclusive growth on the African 

continent. Hopefully, KOAFEC will lay the 

groundwork so that the Korean government can 

manifest its actual commitment. In order to 

achieve this goal, there are several conditions 

that must be met – and most of them will ring a 

bell in Beijing, too. First, the Korean government 

should invest in its own human resources. There 

are 54 different countries in Africa and they all 

have different political-economic backgrounds. 

Even though the Korean government has initiat-

ed a programme, in reality, there are not 

enough human resources who can assess and 

react to the actual needs of African recipient 

countries,  

implement programmes and eventually monitor 

success. Mere discourse is not enough. Even 

though Korea has promised to increase its en-

gagement, there is a profound lack of 

knowledge about Africa in this East-Asian coun-

try. The government has run scholarship pro-

grammes for its government officials and stu-

dents, but the number of people who can con-

tribute to fostering Korea-Africa relations is lim-

ited. African countries are still seen merely as 

countries requiring assistance or as business 

targets. The discourse about African countries 

as future partners is still at the nascent level. If 

this is not addressed, the slogan of inclusive 

growth risks becoming an empty shell.  

Not unlike Beijing, Seoul highlights its own expe-

riences in socio-economic development. South 

Korea achieved tremendous export-led econom-

ic growth – at the expense of labour and the 

environment. Also, rampant corruption in the 

government and big businesses fuelled if not 

caused the financial crisis of 1997. However, 

these negative points were forgotten over the 

country’s overall economic success. Seoul, just 

like Beijing, reminds African states that long-

term goals and improvements for the people 

should be kept in mind, rather than current 

numbers or statistics. The Korean government 

should share the lessons that the country has 

learned as well. It is, in any case, a reminder 

that economic growth can lead to prosperous 

and more open societies, if managed well. Bei-

jing does not need to be the only inspiration.   

 

Yejoo Kim 

Research Analyst 

Centre for Chinese Studies 

Stellenbosch University 

CCS Commentary, published on our website on 10 December 2012  
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Greening China-Africa  
relations - a debate might 
have started 

 In the last two years, a growing frustration 

among the Chinese population with pollution 

has been visible, with many taking to the 

streets in protest against possible further envi-

ronmental degradation. The ‘Not In My Back 

Yard’ (NIMBY) protests continued throughout 

2012 by local communities who do not want 

polluting factories in their communities or 

‘backyard’; environmental pollution has be-

come a political issue. A successful NIMBY pro-

test took place in Ningbo, Zhejiang, where thou-

sands of locals protested against the building of 

a new petrochemical plant. Locals believed that 

this plant would cause large amounts of pollu-

tion and further environmental damage in the 

city. The Ningbo protest was notable as it took 

place two weeks before the once-a-decade 

Communist Party leadership change conference 

in 2012. The strategic timing of the protests 

could be viewed as a (successful) means of 

challenging the Chinese leadership and getting 

their attention on environmental issues. Quick 

action was necessary in order for the protests 

not to highlight negative issues around the con-

ference. This led to the local government quick-

ly halting the project and thus satisfying the 

locals for the time being. What proceeded dur-

ing the conference was a focus on environmen-

tal issues, many leaders alluding to the need for 

development to take place with the environ-

ment in mind. Although these protests were 

successful in halting the opening of the factory 

plants, much work needs to be done in terms of 

the Chinese government’s approach to environ-

mental concerns. Reports have shown that in 

previous cases, plans for factory openings were 

reactivated later without much reaction from 

the public.  

Loss of biodiversity and global action  

Global environmental concerns and responsi-

bility was a further feature in China’s interac-

tion with the global community. Two headlines 

caught attention in 2012 regarding biodiversi-

China is often accused as a country that does not care for the environment, both domestically and 

globally. In 2012, numerous events and some regulatory changes  were attempts to change this char-

acterisation. The proposed amendments to the Environmental Protection Law of 1989 are indicative 

of a Chinese government becoming more environmentally conscious. Further, 2012 saw a number of 

environmental issues raised in China: increasing environmental protests against the development of 

polluting factories, calling for more attention on the environment by the government; the call from 

the global community for countries to address the increasing loss of biodiversity; with China’s in-

creasing engagement and investment in Africa, the topic of Corporate Social (and environmental) Re-

sponsibility (CSR) has gained relevance. Not least so the impacts of climate change have become a 

crucial topic for both China and African countries, making renewable energy an increasingly signifi-

cant topic in Africa. Overall, the necessary debates regarding ‘Greening China-Africa relations’ has 

started.  
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ty: one was the commitment to double finance 

for the protection of biodiversity, made at the 

11th Conference of the Parties (COP) meeting 

for the Convention of Biological Diversity (CBD) 

in Hyderabad, India. Sources indicated that this 

would amount to roughly US$ 12 billion. The 

Hyderabad summit came after a still increasing 

loss of biodiversity globally; and governments 

far from achieving international environmental 

goals. Countries like China, India and many Af-

rican countries have development and econom-

ic growth as a priority although they recognise 

the importance of biodiversity conservation. 

Far more investment is being put in activities 

such as industrialisation and urbanisation, with 

negative environmental impacts on society. In 

China, there has been an escalation in the num-

ber of threats to biodiversity, leading to the en-

dangerment and extinction of species. The cul-

mination of the global negotiation in CoP 11 

saw both developed and developing countries 

pledging additional funds towards CBD targets. 

This promise is a further step, but does not en-

sure action. In order for countries to achieve 

the biodiversity targets, governments can no 

longer just agree to conventions, pledge fund-

ing and fail to implement strategic plans - im-

plementation and delivery on promises is key. 

The second news item was an illustration of the 

need to protect endangered species: after a tip-

off from the Chinese police, Hong Kong customs 

made the biggest confiscation of illegal ivory in 

its history, worth an estimated US$ 3.4 million. 

There has been an increase in illegal wildlife 

trade (for example, the poaching of rhino in 

Africa and Asia for rhino horn). South Africa 

lost a record 633 rhinos in 2012. The poaching 

crisis has mostly been driven by the Asian mar-

ket for rhino horn used in traditional medicine 

practices. China has been implicated as a top 

consumer of rhino horn, among other East 

Asian countries such as Vietnam and Thailand. 

These are big amounts of money and big 

events, illustrating the global challenge and its 

local need for action. This led to questions re-

garding biodiversity protection and what can 

be done in the framework of China-Africa rela-

tions to make our future more sustainable? Chi-

na needs to step up and assist where it can be-

Environmental aspects 
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fore its involvement and lack of law enforce-

ment for illegal wildlife trade becomes a major 

public diplomacy issue. National parks have 

been viewed as the top protected area among 

the global community due to its first priority of 

environmental education and secondly, educa-

tion and recreation. Africa and especially South 

Africa, has good examples of successfully man-

aged national parks. This is an area where Afri-

can expertise could be used for mutual learning 

between China and Africa.  

Corporate  responsibility 

Environmental issues increasingly demand the 

involvement of economic actors. For many Chi-

nese enterprises, especially those operating in 

Africa, Corporate Social (and Environmental) 

Responsibility (CSR) needs to become a bigger 

topic. China has increased its trade and invest-

ment in Africa (targeting key sectors such as 

resources extraction, dams building for power 

generation and access to water with huge envi-

ronmental impacts). Yet, many Chinese enter-

prises fail to take CSR and environmental re-

sponsibility into account.  

Efforts have been made on the Chinese side to 

guide companies investing in Africa about envi-

ronmental issues. The need for better corpo-

rate environmental responsibility was included 

in FOCAC in 2009 already, featuring again in 

the new FOCAC 2012. CSR reports are released 

by 70 per cent of Chinese companies in Africa. 

When companies do not apply CSR, Chinese 

state funds can be withdrawn. But are they? 

The implementation of the environmental reg-

ulations and guidelines set by Chinese state 

political and financial institutions has not al-

ways been consistent. Scholars have mentioned 

the need for Chinese companies to better un-

derstand the concept of CSR. It should not be 

simply about financing some communities’ pro-

jects, but rather about considering people’s 

livelihoods and environmental rights. Though 

there is a lack of CSR expertise in Chinese com-

panies, learning can take place, especially with-

in the China-Africa framework. 

Climate change and renewable energy as an 

increasing topic in Africa 

At the July 2012 FOCAC ministerial meeting 

held in Beijing, African leaders were vocal 

about the desire for increasing the focus of sus-

tainable development in the China – Africa 

partnership. In the 5th FOCAC Action Plan, sus-

tainable development has taken greater prece-

dence than in any other FOCAC policy. In sec-

tion 4.5.2, China pledges to provide a US$ 20 

billion credit line for development cooperation 

that is explicitly related to sustainable develop-

ment.  

Prioritising sustainable development has in-

creased the importance of understanding bilat-

eral relations and state polices related to re-

newables. Renewable energy, associated tech-

nologies and associated products are set to in-

crease in demand due to climate change. In 

2011, China was responsible for over a fifth of 

global renewable energy spending, with US$ 52 

billion, making it the largest investor in renew-

ables in the world. Renewable energy sources 

have the potential to provide for all of Africa’s 

energy (electrification) needs today and in fu-

ture. Renewable energy has many benefits such 

as health, environmental and installation ad-

vantages over fossil fuel powered power sta-

tions. It is also often a surprisingly affordable 

solution. With adequate policy and policy im-

plementation in Africa, China can serve as a 

highly efficient energy partner. The hope is that 

this partnership will see Africa gain access to 

advanced renewable energy technology and 

consequently be able to realise its vast renewa-

ble energy potential. 
Meryl Burgess 

Research Analyst 

Centre for Chinese Studies 

Stellenbosch University 
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China’s environmental poli-
cy moving stick by stick – 
now it is time for the carrot 
China is amending its environmental laws and potentially addressing policy implementation issues. This 

is good news. The country has often been singled out as caring little for the environment. This charac-

terisation might partially be due to environmental slippages or carelessness in China, with cases such as 

the chemical spill incident in the Songhua River and the building of the Three Gorges dam receiving jus-

tified criticism for their environmental and social destructive impacts. However, it should not be missed 

that China has made large strides in becoming more environmentally conscious, both in law and in prac-

tice. The latest proposed amendments to the Environmental Protection Law of 1989 is indicative of a 

Chinese government aware of the challenges and risks posed by environmental degradation, but also by 

the lack of local policy implementation. In a 1.3 billion strong federal state such as China, what is need-

ed for policy implementation is both the correct sticks but, even more importantly, the right carrots, to 

ensure the implementation of central policy. 

China’s past environmental problems and poli-

cies 

When thinking of China, many foreigners envi-

sion an all-powerful state that controls even the 

smallest detail of people’s lives, and by extension 

of companies, organisations and institutions. This 

is actually far from the reality. Underneath the 

one-party unity, China is a federal state, in which 

local provinces and local government officials are 

able to strongly influence the implementation of 

central government or party policy. Take environ-

mental policy, for instance. 

The implementation of environmental policy has 

been the responsibility of environmental protec-

tion bureaus (EPB). These bureaus are however 

at a disadvantage, because they are fully funded 

by local governments and not by the central envi-

ronmental agencies. Local government is also 

responsible for approving advancement in rank  

for EPB staff. This creates disincentives for staff 

to enforce policy that is against the policy wishes 

of the local government - and often the local gov-

ernment is not all too keen on environmental 

protection, as economic growth is the key meas-

urement of performance for them. Economic 

GDP growth has become the main indicator of 

administrative performance necessary for pro-

motion. At the same time economic growth also 

improves the local budget and immediately im-

proves the local range of manoeuvre. Thus when 

the Ministry of Environmental Protection an-

nounces a new policy or environmental law, it is 

not guaranteed to immediately be enforced at 

every level of government. Without local en-

forcement, a policy/implementation gap is 

formed.  
 

Environmental aspects  
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Signs of a conscious government 

Cynically it can be argued that a government can 

use this gap as an opportunity for window dress-

ing. If the government does not wish to reduce 

economic growth but at the same time wants to 

appear environmentally conscious, it would be 

beneficial to be able to decree policy that is not 

fully implemented. However the Chinese govern-

ment has begun taking action in redressing the 

problem of policy implementation by making use 

of different forms of incentives. This is in line with 

the Chinese National Climate Change Programme, 

which calls for the strengthening of environmental 

protection laws and implementation.  

One surprising amendment to be considered for 

the Environmental Protection Law is that it will 

now give the public the right to know and request 

information on environmental quality, pollution-

related accidents and the use of pollutant dis-

charge fees. Regions are also to be given pollutant 

discharge limits, whereby regions that exceed the 

limit face the suspension of new projects. More 

importantly, the draft also calls for the suspension 

of new projects in cases where environmental 

standards are breached. This might not sound like 

much, however when you consider the recent his-

tory of environmental protests in China along with 

all the amendments combined, a more powerful 

regulatory mechanism seems to emerge. Public 

outcry has been able to stop local authorities from 

continuing or allowing environmentally damaging 

projects such as in Qidong, Jiangsu province, 

where the construction of a wastewater dumping 

pipeline was cancelled after public anger. The 

draft law will give people easier access to infor-

mation on projects, thus creating potential for 

‘whistle-blowing’. 

With more information in the public domain and 

with a public who knows it has a right to demand  

information, local governments and companies 

risk stricter scrutiny than from the EPBs. The can-

celation of projects that exceed pollutant limits 

acts as a stick. If enterprises and local government 

cross the line, they can be penalised with project 

cancellations. This seems to be the most insignifi-

cant amendment, because it seems rather likely 

that pollutant limit figures can be tweaked by lo-

cal governments. However, the last mentioned 

amendment, the cancellation of projects when 

environmental standards are breached, allows for 

much more action from whistle-blowers or a con-

cerned public since these violations are often 

more readily visible or deducible – especially with 

more readily available information.  

Public scrutiny in the making 

Like many other industrialised and industrialising 

countries, China is far from having a clean green 

record and mending the damage done in the past 

is not an instant process. However, the new draft-

ed amendments to the Environmental Protection 

Law might put China on a road to where policy 

statements can become enacted realities. The in-

teresting possibilities of these amendments are 

the scope it creates for the furthering of the pub-

lic outcry model of recent months. 

On a pure policy level it begins to close the gap 

between policy as an expressed “want” and  

implementation as a reality. By creating a new 

system of sticks and carrots, local government 

might just begin to see the benefit in becoming 

more responsive to environmental concerns and 

turn towards a more environmentally sustainable 

approach. If (or when) the benefits or carrots of 

environmental protection become a reality for 

local Chinese authorities, China’s real green revo-

lution will start.  

 

                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

Harrie Esterhuyse 

Research Analyst 

Centre for Chinese Studies 

Stellenbosch University 

CCS Commentary, published on our website on 24 September 2012  
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讲座 Lectures          

 

China Forum -  

The Challenges of Transforming China 

Dr Anja Lahtinen  

23 October 2012 

Dr Lahtinen is the Director of the Confucius Institute at 

the University of Helsinki. She presented a seminar that 

gave an overview of challenges faced by China, including 

China’s declining growth, pressing environmental con-

cerns, rapidly aging society, urbanization, social manage-

ment and the change of leadership. 

 

 

Panel Discussion -  

The Chinese Impact on African Labour: Myths 

and Facts from Zambia 

Matt Wells  

19 October 2012 

In 2011, Human Rights Watch (HRW) published a report 

“You’ll Be Fired If You Refuse” stipulating human rights 

abuses in Chinese-owned copper mining companies in 

Zambia. He presented a debate on the issue of Chinese 

investment and labour practices on the continent, 

through the case of Zambia. 

 

 

China Forum -  

China’s Aid and Soft Power in Africa: the Case 

of Education 

Prof Kenneth King and Pravina King,  

05 October 2012 

This forum looked at China’s dramatic economic and 

trade impact, especially the critical role of China’s support 

for training and human resource development for Afri-

cans in China, but also within Africa itself.  

 

 

 

 

 

China Forum -  

China and Africa’s resources: Gabon’s timber  

Emeric Billard  

17 September 2012 

This forum was a presentation on recent field work done 

in the logging industry. Asian interest in Africa’s forests 

has risen strongly over the past two decades. However, 

despite policies currently being implemented in Gabon, 

Asian operators have a reputation for not being com-

mitted to sustainable management. 

 

 

China Forum -  

Socio-Economic Trends and Prospects for Eco-

nomic Development in Tibet  

Luorong Zhandui, Zha Luo  

28 August 2012 

The presenters were two ethnic Tibetans from the Peo-

ple’s Republic of China: Luorong Zhandui, an economist at 

the China Tibetology Research Centre and Zha Luo, an 

anthropologist at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.  

They presented some of their personal experience on 

Tibet. 

 

 

China Forum -  

Environmental information transparency and 

implications for green growth in China 

Assistant Professor Wanxin Li  

21 May 2012 

Sustainability is a broad concept and can include many 

things, from political and social to economic or ecological 

aspects. Wanxin Li presented her work on the green 

growth framework and the long-term development goal 

of constructing a harmonious society in China.  
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Greening China and her relations with Africa,  

Stellenbosch South Africa, 17-18 May 2012 

The workshop was hosted by the CCS and the Chinese Embassy to South Africa, providing space 

for academic discussion and input for the upcoming FOCAC V meeting in Beijing. 

China’s economic development has been overall a large success story over the last 25 years. Chi-

na’s GNI has grown tenfold over the last 25 years and since the late 1990s, the country is engag-

ing increasingly with global politics, including co-operation with-in African states. In China itself, 

the economic growth has led to numerous environmental problems (water, soil, air pollution, 

waste management, etc.) that are increasingly addressed by policy makers. Environmental pro-

tection institutions like the State Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) were strengthened 

and legislation as well as law enforcement tightened, despite persistent implementation chal-

lenges (cf. Oberheitmann 2007, see also the 12th Five Year Plan of the PRC).  

The workshop brought together researchers from China and Africa with a broad range of aca-

demic background. The workshop discussed progress and challenges with regard to incorpo-

rating environmentally-friendly practice into Chinese and African development and in China-

Africa cooperation. Participants included researchers from various disciplines from China and 

African states as well as Chinese and African NGOs.  

  会议 Conferences  
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 Conferences 会议 

Chinese in Africa and Africans in China,  

Johannesburg South Africa,  

21-22 August 2012 

The 2012 working conference and public seminar was a collaborative venture between the CA/

AC Research Network, Monash-South Africa, and Monash University, Australia.   

While there is a growing body of literature – both popular and academic – on China/Africa, what 

distinguishes our network is a focus both historical and contemporary engagement between 

Chinese and African people, grounded in archival, ethnographic and field research. This working 

conference provided an opportunity to share research findings with other scholars engaged in 

similar projects throughout Africa and in China. 
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The Weekly Briefing 每周简报  

MAP 30 November 2012 

19 October 2012 

7 September 2012 

12 October 2012 

The Weekly China Briefing 
is compiled by the Centre 
for Chinese Studies and in-
forms subscribers (free of 
charge) about China busi-
ness news with a special fo-
cus on Chinese trade and 
investment activity on the 
African continent. 
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The Weekly Briefing 每周简报  

MAP 
You can subscribe to The Weekly 
China Briefing free of charge by 
sending an e-mail to  
ccsinfo@sun.ac.za   

Our subscribers are located globally, 
with readers in Africa, China, Europe, 
North America, rest of Asia and else-
where.  

24 February 2012 

26 April 2012 
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中国显示器 The China Monitor                                                   African East Asian Affairs 

Issues China Monitor 

February  Issue 68  Environmental perspectives on Chinese global engagement 

March  Issue 69  The second wave of Chinese investment in Africa - Agriculture and the Service Sector 

April   Issue 70  Asian cooperation with Africa: Japan and South Korea 

May   Issue 71  Sustainability as a topic: Preparing for FOCAC V 

June   Issue 72  China-Mozambique relations: Support and governance challenges 

July   Issue 73  East Asia at the frontiers: Japan then - China now 

Quo Vadis FOCAC?  

The fifth Ministerial Meeting of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 

July Issue 74  

In July 2013 the Centre for Chinese Studies published a special edition of 

The China Monitor, with articles on the fifth ministerial meeting of FOCAC.  

Articles in this issue: 

After FOCAC: Have China-Africa relations finally turned a corner, or was 

FOCAC V simply more of the same? Matthew McDonald; Forum on China-

Africa Cooperation: Development and Prospects Huang Meibo and QI Xie; 

The Sustainable Development of Sino-African Cooperation: Actors, Gaps 

and Reforms Zhu Ming; From Santa Claus to serious business: Where 

should FOCAC go next? Ian Taylor. 

Special Issue  

November  2012 - Issue 2   

What People, What Cultural Exchange?  A Reflection 
on China-Africa  by Tu T. Huynh 

Grassroots Perceptions of China in Namibia: Effects on 
Domestic Politics and Foreign Policy  

by Nelago Amadhila 

China in the Pacific islands: What are the lessons  

for Africa?  by Hilary Patroba 

Regional inequality in distribution of the economic d 

evelopment results in China  

by Ewa Cieślik 

August  2012 - Issue 1   

China and Small-Island Developing States  

by Richard.Bernal 

Imperial Ethiopia’s relations with Maoist Chi-
na Seifudein Adem 

A survey of Zambian views on Chinese people  
and their involvement in Zambia  

by Gérard Van Bracht 

China’s transition to innovation and IT market  

by Aravind Yelery 

African East-Asian Affairs  
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中国显示器 The China Monitor                                                   African East Asian Affairs 

One of the continuous tasks of the CCS is to 

ensure the quality of its research output and 

its publications. One major task in 2012 was a 

step further with our in-house journal.  

In August 2012, the new CCS house journal 

was published in its new format, bringing one 

of our efforts to a visible new 

level. Our monthly China 

Monitor has now graduated 

to a quarterly journal with a 

clear academic vocation and 

aspiration. The China Moni-

tor format has been pre-

served for special editions  

that provide input to special 

events, such as, in 2012, the 

5th FOCAC meeting.  

As the CCS continued to be 

the only African institution 

solely dedicated to the re-

search of China on the Afri-

can continent, it is clearly 

committed to providing an 

African platform for research 

on East Asia’s growing im-

portance for the global 

setting and the consequences 

thereof for the African conti-

nent. While our focus contin-

ues to be on China-Africa re-

lations. We do also provide 

space for academic article for 

other East Asian powers who, 

somewhat in the shadow of 

China, intensify their relations with African 

countries.  The comparison with other Asian 

states will, in any case, sharpen the analysis 

about China’s unique features—and its com-

munalities with other Asian states in its policy 

processes and its interactions with Africa.  

African East-Asian Affairs—The China Monitor  
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 Publications 刊物 刊物 Publications  

Research Reports 

Chinese Investors – Saving the 

Zambian Textile and Clothing In-

dustry?  

Ina Eirin Eliassen, October 2012 

 

African students in China: An ex-

ploration of increasing numbers 

and their motivations in Beijing  

Hannane Ferdjani, September 2012 

Discussion Papers 
Climate change risk and response: Droughts as extreme weather events in China, 5/2012,  

by Harrie Esterhuyse 

Trilateral development cooperation between the European Union, China and Africa:  

What prospects for South Africa? 4/2012,  

by Anna Katharina Stahl 

Development in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region: Spatial Transformation  

and the Construction of Difference in Western China, 3/2012,  

by Ross Anthony 

The Challenge in Conservation of Biodiversity: Regulation of National Parks in China  

and South Africa in Comparison, 2/20 12,  

by Meryl Burgess 

A 21st Century Scramble: South Africa, China and Rare Earths Metals Industry, 1/2012,  

by Nick Jepson 
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 Publications 刊物 

 
Rhino poaching and East Asian poli-

cies: Facts and debates,  

by Meryl Burgess, December 2012 

Climate change in China: risks and 

responses,  

by Harrie Esterhuyse,  November 2012 

China’s role in the East African oil 

and gas sector:  a new model of en-

gagement?  

by  Ross Anthony, August 2012 

“Going global” in growth markets - 
Chinese investments in telecommu-
nications in Africa,  
by Daouda Cissé, April 2012 

 

The FOCAC mini-series 
 
The Forum on China-Africa Coopera-
tion (FOCAC) - Political rationale and 
functioning,  
by Sven Grimm, May 2012 

FOCAC: trade, investments and aid in 
China-Africa relations,  

by Daouda Cissé, May 2012 

FOCAC: Addressing joint environ-
mental challenges? 
by Meryl Burgess and Harrie Esterhuyse,  

May 2012 

 

CCS Policy Briefings 
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其他出版物 Other publications   

External Publications 
 

“‘The Persistence of the Nation-State at the Chinese-Kazakh Border’ By 

Ross Anthony in Franck Bille, Gregory Delaplace and Caroline Humph-

rey (Eds): Frontier Encounters: Knowledge and Practice at the Russian, 

Chinese and Mongolian Border, Open book publishers, Cambridge, 

2012 [pages 199-210] 

 

“European Engagement with Emerging Actors in Development: Forging 

New Partnerships?” By Sven Grimm and Christine Hackenesch, in Stef-

an Gänzle, Sven Grimm and Davina Makhan (Eds): The European Union 

and Global Development: An ‘Enlightened Superpower’ in the Making?  

Houndsmill: Palgrave Macmillan, May 2012 [pages 211-228] 

 

“Emerging Partners and Their Impact on African Development” By Sven 

Grimm, in: E. Lundsgaarde (ed.): “Africa Towards 2030: Challenges for 

Development Policy”. Houndmills: Palgrave Macmillan. January 2012. 

[pages 196-223] 

 

“Competition for development? ̶ Chinese telecom companies in Africa” 

By Daouda Cisse in: Global Development Studies, Vol 6 (4-5), 2011 

[pages 177-210]  
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   Visiting fellows 

 

Nicola Cabria was a Master’s student in “Peace Studies: Development Cooperation, 

Mediation and Conflict Transformation” at the University of Pisa. His thesis that he 

was working on was titled: "Planning and Evaluation in the Experience of  Develop-

ment Cooperation of China in Africa.” 

 

Ren Peiqiang  joined the CCS from the graduate school at Xiamen University, China, 

which was launched in May 2012. Peiqiang was a PhD student at the Economics 

School, Xiamen University. His PhD thesis is on the effect of Chinese investment on 

African countries. Some of his previous research focussed on international service 

trade and Chinese foreign aid management systems. 

 

Anna Katharina Stahl was a PhD researcher at the Institute for European Studies (IES) 

of the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB) and a research associate at the Brussels Insti-

tute of Contemporary China Studies (BICCS). Anna's doctoral dissertation examined 

the trilateral relations between the European Union (EU), China and Africa in the area 

of development and security policy.  

Visiting scholars in 2012 
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Phandulwazi nge China (Xhosa for Understanding China) scholarships in 2012 offered opportunities for Af-

rican researchers to spend research time at the CCS in Stellenbosch in order to advance mutual learning 

and a better exchange on interpretations of political, economic or environmental impact of Chinese en-

gagement in Africa. In this scheme, we welcomed two scholars, one from West Africa, one from our imme-

diate neighbourhood.  

The scholarship involves:  

 A fully funded 3-month visit at the CCS at Stellenbosch University, 

 A fully funded short research trip to China during the stay at the CCS.  

 Experience in evidence-based research and policy recommendation.  

 Publication of research results in a CCS publication format or similar formats. 

Phandulwazi nge China • Knowledge about China 

 

Hannane Ferdjani was the first Phandulwazi nge China fellow at the CCS. Her re-

search at the CCS focused on the growing influx of African students into China, look-

ing specifically into the African student population at two top universities in Beijing . 

Hannane, a Nigerien citizen (also with Algerian background), obtained her Master’s 

in Political Science (International Relations and Security Policy) at the University of 

Social Sciences of Toulouse, France.  

 

Clever Mapaure, a Zimbabwean national with a Master of Laws (cum laude), joined 

us from the University of Namibia where he was reading for his PhD in Law. His PhD 

is in international environmental law a subject which links with international invest-

ment law under which his research at the Centre is done.  While in Stellenbosch, 

Clever worked on the legal implications of Chinese investments in Africa with special 

focus on Zimbabwe and Namibia.  

Kindly supported by Open Society Institute (OSI) 
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Selected presentations by CCS staff 

Ross Anthony, Research Fellow 

“Ethnicity and Nationalism in China's Muslim North-West”, presented at the Department of Political Sci-

ence, Stellenbosch University, South Africa, August 17, 2012 

“Issues of non-interference in China’s East African Oil and Gas Sector”, presented at the 2nd Meeting of 

the China-Africa Think Tank Forum, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 12-13 October 2012. 

“The Modernization of China”, presented to the University of the Third Age, Hermanus, South Africa, 01 

October 2012. 

Chaired “Corporate social and environmental responsibility: debates in China and experiences abroad”, 

presented at the Heinrich Böll Foundation China-Africa Civil Society Dialogue Johannesburg, South Africa, 

12-15 November 2012. 

Daouda Cissé, Research Fellow 

”Lecture on Chinese investments and trade in Africa”, presented at the Faculty of Economics,  Stellen-

bosch University, Stellenbosch, October 2012. 

“Chinese telecom companies in Africa”, presented at the China  Studies Centre conference, Sydney Uni-

versity, Sydney 25 September 2012. 

“The role of African traders in the distribution of Chinese products in Africa”, presented at the CA/AC 

research network conference, Johannesburg, South Africa, 21-23 August 2012. 

Lecture on Special Economic Zones at a workshop jointly organized by the  UNDP China office and 

MOFCOM for delegates from African countries, Beijing, China, 12 July  2012.  

“Sino-African trade and investments presented at the UNDP China in the world  theme group”, present-

ed in Beijing, China, 10 July 2012. 

“Sino-African trade and investments”, presented at the Global prospectus Conference,  Johannesburg, 

South Africa, 22 May 2012. 
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Meryl Burgess,  Research Analyst 

“The Challenge in Conservation of Biodiversity: Regulation of National Parks in China and South Africa”, 

presented at Greening China and her relations with Africa Conference, Stellenbosch, South Africa, 17-18 

May 2012. 

Harrie Esterhuyse, Research Analyst 

“The World Political System”, presented at the International Office, Stellenbosch University, Stellenbosch, 

South Africa, 08 May 2012. 

“Climate change risk and response: Droughts as extreme weather events in China”,  

presented at Minzu University, Beijing, China, 21 December 2012. 

Sven Grimm, Director 

“Recent Developments in Chinese Governance of Marine Affairs”, Roundtable discussion at Stellenbosch 

University Law Faculty, 27 August 2012 

“Riding the Dragon or Being Its Pet?: South Africa‘s Middle Power Ambitions”, with Janis van der 

Westhuizen, Workshop on ‘Middle Power Responses to the Rise of the Middle Kingdom’ , Brisbane, Aus-

tralia, 24 July 2012.  

“China-African relations—The CCS and its research agenda”. Presentation at Hong Kong University, 13 

July 2012. 

“China’s engagement in Africa – blessing or curse for the continent?” Presentation at Wuerzburg Univer-

sity, Germany, 09 July 2012. 

“China as an evolving global power in Africa”, Presentation at the German Development Institute/

Deutsches Institut fuer Entwicklungspolitik, Bonn, Germany,  06 July 2012. 

Yejoo Kim,  Research Analyst 

“The Chinese impact on African labour: Myths and Facts from Zambia”, presented at CCS/Human Rights 

Watch Panel Discussion, Stellenbosch, South Africa, 19 October 2012.  

“Chinese investment and African peace and security: the case of Ethiopia”, presented at the China-Africa 

Think Tanks Forum II, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,  12-13 October 2012. 

简报 Presentations 
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CCS in the News 

Caixin, “Africa’s Telecom Wars”, Sven 

Grimm, 16 January 2012.  

Reuters, “China security blanket for citizens 

abroad has limits”, Sven Grimm, 3 February 

2012.  

The National [UAE]: Yuan advances from 

unsung to invaluable”, Daouda Cisse , 6 Feb-

ruary 2012. 

Global Finland, “The Lion King’s Economies 

Are Growing”, Sven Grimm and Daouda Cis-

se , 7 February 2012,  

Huffington Post / Metro Zimbabwe, “China 

skirting African corruption in direct aid”, 

Sven Grimm, 9 February 2012.  

Panorama.it, “La Cina alla conquista dell’e-

tere africano”,  Sven Grimm, 13 February 

2012. 

March 

CNBC Television, Eye on The Economy – 

BRICS Summit with Sven Grimm – 29 March 

2012  

ChinAfrica, “CCS Commentary “The Malian 

crisis—China’s reaction capacity at a test 

again?”, Daouda Cisse , 12 April 2012. 

Xinhua/AllAfrica.com, “Africa: China Urged 

to Increase Investment in the Continent”,  

Daouda Cisse , 26 April 2012. 

RSI.ch, “Swiss Radio Interview”, Daouda Cis-

se , 30 April 2012.  

New York Times, “Is the U.S. headed for a 

cold war with China?”, Sven Grimm, 2 May 

2012.  

ISN—Zurich “Southern Africa: Under the 

Influence?”, Sven Grimm, 28 May 2012. 

Morning Talk on SAfm, “Chinese Invest-

ments in Africa”, Yejoo Kim, 6 June 2012.   

 

 

Asia Times Online, “China as a vital force for 

Africa”, Daouda Cisse , 8 July 2012. 

Mail & Guardian Online, “The rise of 

ChinAfrica”, Yejoo Kim, 17 July  2012. 

Business Day, “How prepared is continent 

for China-Africa meeting?”, Sven Grimm and 

Matthew  McDonald, 19 July 2012.   

The China Africa Project, “FOCAC: The Chi-

na Africa Pow Wow in Beijing”, Daouda Cisse , 

20 July 2013.  

Brainstorm Magazine,  “Fighting dragons”, 

Daouda Cisse , 1 August 2012.  

Asia Times Online, “China, Africa show les-

sons learnt with $20 billion pledge”, Matthew 

McDonald, 9 August 2012.   

LUSA News Agency, “Angola/Eleiço es: Inter-

esses econo micos va o continuar a dominar 

relaço es com a China “, Sven Grimm, 19 Au-

gust 2012. 

FT—This Is Africa Online, “China model 

begins to creak”, Sven Grimm and Daouda 

Cisse , 31 August 2012. 

Vancouver Observer, “Canada is the new 

Africa in China’s quest for oil”, Sven Grimm, 3 

September 2012. 

The China Africa Project, “A new genera-

tion of African students in China”, Hannane 

Ferdjani, 12 November 2012. 

SABC News, “China-Africa relations expected 

to enter a new era”, Matthew McDonald, 14 

November 2012.  

China Daily—Africa edition, “Africa needs 

to adapt to change”, Sven Grimm, 14 Decem-

ber 2012.  

SABC Channel Africa, “Chinese interests in 

African agriculture and fisheries”, Sven 

Grimm, 19 December 2012.   
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Media 媒体  
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CCS Commentaries 
 

China-Africa relations in 2012 – harmony is quite a task 
in the auspicious Year of the Dragon, 20 January 2012 
Matthew McDonald  

The African Cup of Nations 2012 – China’s goals, 23 Jan-
uary 2012 Hermanno Ndenguino- Mpira 

South Africa’s Special Economic Zones – Inspiration 
from China?, 3 February 2012 Daouda Cisse 

Kidnapping of Chinese in Africa – What can and what 
should Beijing do?, 6 February 2012 Sven Grimm 

The ‘State of the Nation’s speech as South Africa’s China 
Moment’? Not quite!,10 February 2012 Daouda Cisse 
and Sven Grimm 

Job change in Beijing – Zhong Jianhua is China’s new ‘Mr 
Africa’, 23 February 2012 Sven Grimm 

Chinese Economic Reforms, the next round – Impacts 
on Sino- African Economic Cooperation?, 1 March 2012 
Daouda Cisse 

The BRICS need to turn to policies instead of politics, 14 
March 2012 Sven Grimm 

After Bo Xilai – Kremlin – Astrology, Beijing Style, 22 
March 2012 Sven Grimm 

Thick Air in Beijing – air pollution as a political issue, 2 
April 2012 Meryl Burgess 

Banking with China, 2 April 2012 Daouda Cisse 

The Malian crisis – China’s reaction capacity at a test 
again?, 5 April 2012 Daouda Cisse  

Are We on the BRINCS of a new BRICS? – Or should we 
be?, 20 April 2012 Ross Anthony 

Western Discourses on the Chinese Presence in Africa, 
20 April 2012 Ross Anthony 

The People’s Republic Exclusive Playground?, 24 April 
2012 Yejoo Kim 

Francafrique and Chinafrique, 14 May 2012 Daouda 
Cisse  

The non-contradiction of contemporary China, 21 May 
2012 Ross Anthony 

Considering Labour in Industrialisation: It is for people – 
not for the statistics!, 28 May 2012 Yejoo Kim 

China’s Weibo: Censorship Getting Sophisticated?, 04 
June 2012 Matthew McDonald 
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Debates about ‘Cleaning the foreign garbage’ in China 
– Where has the People-to-People Friendship gone?, 
11 June 2012 Daouda Cisse  

Is Tolerance Towards homosexuality a Purely Western 
Issue? Why Not ‘look East’ in this case, too?, 11 June 
2012 Harrie Esterhuyse 

The African Trade Centre in Yiwu – Is it really for Afri-
cans?, 18 June 2012 Daouda Cisse 

Rio+20: What’s the point?, 18 June 2012 Meryl Burgess  

China’s Political Indifference, 25 June 2012 Ross Antho-
ny 

Responsible China: sustainable development and the 
forgotten billion, 5 July 2012 Harrie Esterhuyse 

Summer in Beijing: FOCAC V is coming to town, but 
why this early – and how prepared is Africa?, 9 July 
2012 Matthew McDonald  

Legally alien: African students face social discrimina-
tion in China, 9 July 2012 Hannane Ferdjani 

Why China should not be wasteful with waste: building 
communities by going green, 16 July 2012 Harrie Ester-
huyse 

Is labour market “flexibility” the only answer to eco-
nomic growth in South Africa?, 23 July 2012 Yejoo Kim 

Unemployment in South Africa: a Chinese Perspective, 
30 July 2012 Peiqiang Ren 

Washing out the flaws in China’s National Climate 
Change Policy, 8 August 2012 Harrie Esterhuyse 

What if? A sketch of Africa in the wake of long term 
Chinese economic depression, 14 August 2012 Dr Ross 
Anthony 

Chinese Investment in Africa and the Human Rights 
Issue: Red Flag Flying for Chinese Investment, 20 Au-
gust 2012 Yejoo Kim 

FOCAC Showing Promise for a Sustainable ‘South’, 28 
August 2012 Harrie Esterhuyse 

China Model Begins to Creak, 03 September 2012 Sven 
Grimm and Daouda Cisse 

What’s the Fuss about Africans Learning Chinese lan-
guage?, 11 September 2012 Daouda Cisse 

Chinese Whispers: The International Consequences of 
Political Secret, 17 September 2012 Ross Anthony  

China, Japan and the Virtues of Empire, 21 September 
2012 Ross Anthony  

 

 

Getting China’s Environmental Policy Moving Stick by 
Stick – Now it is time for the carrot, 24 September 
2012 Harrie Esterhuyse  

Learning from China’s Communist Party?, 1 October 
2012 Sven Grimm  

Chinese Investment Services in Africa: Contributing to 
Solving the Unemployment Problem?, 8 October 2012 
Yejoo Kim  

New Global Promises and Biodiversity Protection, 22 
October 2012 Meryl Burgess  

Australia presents an Asia Strategy- Where are the 
African Ones?, 29 October 2012 Sven Grim and Daouda 
Cisse 

Cliques, Cloaks and Daggers: Antagonisms in China’s 
Communist Party in the Run up to November’s Party 
Congress, 5 November 2012 Matthew McDonald  

Chinese-led SEZs in Ethipia Yet to Bear Fruit, 12 No-
vember 2012 Yejoo Kim  

The Reluctant Policeman: China, Mali and the Principe 
of “non-interference”, 19 November 2012 Ross Antho-
ny  

Made in China – Energy Possibilities for Africa’s rural 
Poor, 26 November 2012 Harrie Esterhuyse  

The Chinese leadership Change and Implications for 
Africa, 3 December 2012 Ross Anthony  

Korea’s Approach for Africa’s Inclusive Growth: 
KOAFEC, 10 December 2012 Yejoo Kim 

 

Commentaries 评  
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China-Africa relations in 2013: 

tasks for Beijing 
Chinese New Year is only celebrated in the beginning of February when the year of the snake  

arrives. Yet, the calendar year 2013 has broken, and this might be the time to look forward to 

2013 and see where big tasks are awaiting the Chinese leaders. What issues are to be ad-

dressed? Some points are already visible and concern a broader agenda of China’s peaceful de-

velopment and its relations with the rest of the world, developed or developing.  

A major issue to grapple with for all emerging 

powers is the balance between own interest 

(predominantly: economic growth and job 

creation) and the global responsibilities. These 

two levels, however, are not competing with 

each other. Global responsibilities increase 

with the global weight one gains and this re-

quires mental shifts amongst leaders; the 

world is so interdependent nowadays that 

there is no reason for any glee in China, Eu-

rope or Africa if the USA politics are not up for 

the task to settle fiscal issues. The world econ-

omy sees a glimmer of hope when the Chinese 

industrial growth gains steam again.  

Yet, there are at least four big issues that will 

need careful political management in 2013:  

1) Settle the territorial claims in Asia as they 

are a danger to global peace! 

The territorial claims in the waters around Chi-

na will need careful attention – and a cool 

mind. Nationalist rhetoric and drum banging is 

counterproductive to any settlement. Unfortu-

nately, the signals are not all great for a 

settling of the dust in the Far East. The new 

Japanese prime minister Shinzo Abe is rather a 

nationalist hardliner, and new Chinese Presi-

dent Xi Jinping (from March on) might – 

wrongly – see an opportunity to gain profile 

with the hawks in China. The risk of conflict is 

still there and would, in fact, harm all sides: 

mainland China, Taiwan and Japan. Neither 

Tokyo nor Beijing should try to play to the 

(nationalist) gallery, as it will be very difficult 

to reign in the spirits that one has stirred. Na-

tionalism might seem like glue for a society in 

difficult times, but it actually is a strong poison 

for the economy. Slowed growth will create 

more unhappy people and the risk of national-

ism spiralling out of control is thus real and 

strong. On both sides of the East China Sea! 

The ripple effects of possible conflict in Asia 

will unfold across the Indian Ocean, on the 

African continent.  

2) Strongly act on the greening of the econo-

my – for the sake of the very economy, too! 

This issue is not exclusively Chinese, but clear-

ly also important to the country! It remains a 

long-term challenge that needs to be ad-

dressed now. Greening the economy, i.e. 

shutting down the worst polluters and drasti-

cally lowering levels of pollution is presumably 

costly, but certainly worthwhile for Beijing for 

at least three reasons: first, China is facing in-

 

期待 Looking forward    
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ternational criticism – and with an increasing num-

ber of extreme weather events, the heat will be 

much more on Beijing to react in a spirit of global 

responsibility. Secondly, environmental destruc-

tion is a source of public discontent – as Central 

Europe’s erstwhile communist leaders could testi-

fy. A population that feels that they are personally 

losing wealth or health due to polluting invest-

ments in their neighbourhood will not be con-

vinced with macro-economic data that all is on 

good track. Thirdly, and far from least, an argu-

ment for policy makers: greening the economy  

provides incentives for innovation, as producers 

will have to react to changing framework condi-

tions. The success of the Chinese wind and solar 

energy technologies should be clear enough evi-

dence for the worthiness of ecological reforms. 

3) Address the backlog of political reforms in Chi-

na! 

The point about reform is not a call for regime 

change – or rather, it does not have to be. The po-

litical regime is for Chinese to decide. Yet, out-

going Premier Wen Jiabao has repeatedly called 

for more political reforms. President-to-be Xi 

Jinping’s symbolic first trip was to Guangzhou 

where he discussed reforms, leaving his tie at 

home and thus indicating a hands-on attitude. 

Very hopeful symbolic action! However, other re-

cent news includes the tightening of rules for in-

ternet users (read: a better internal grip of cen-

sors) and issues with visa extensions for US news-

paper correspondents (read: retaliation against 

undesired media coverage). These actions do not 

point towards a loosening of political control. The 

new Standing Committee of the Politburo pre-

dominantly consists of people seen as conserva-

tives (if this is the right word in a nominally com-

munist setting). While they are going to serve for 

only one term due to age restrictions, they can 

slow down reforms for the next five years. Political 

scrutiny, however, is needed in order to keep cor-

ruption at bay and to foster a responsive govern-

ment. The Chinese fifth generation of leaders does 

not have revolutionary credentials anymore; they 

are (sometimes spoilt) children of a new elite, and 

will have to convince by successful management. 

The glorious revolutionary past is exactly that: the 

past.  

4) China-Africa relations are beyond their honey-

moon – Improve communication! 

Sino-African relations seemingly go from height to 

height, with a trade volume of presumably more 

than USD 200 billion in 2012. This is good news for 

Africa’s economies, no doubt. But there are un-

addressed issues simmering that might come back 

to bit us. The ugly head of nationalism (or even 

racism) can also raise in African states. The risk is 

high if Chinese small traders are perceived as a 

threat to ownership of businesses or expose local 

weaknesses in law enforcement. Scapegoats are 

easy to evoke when stereotypes about real or im-

agined groups are widely circulating without ade-

quate political responses. In some quarters, popu-

lism is all too present and ‘the Chinese’ (or ‘the 

Africans’ in China) are easily blamed for anything 

and everything. A repetition of slogans cannot be 

the only reaction to negative aspects in existing 

trade inequalities. Investment in knowledge is 

needed. 

These issues should not be buried as ‘New Year’s 

resolutions’. First or second steps are needed, as 

global responsibilities include local actions. 

 

 

Looking forward 期待         

Dr Sven Grimm 

Director 

Centre for Chinese Studies 

Stellenbosch University 
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