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Ethiopia signs telecom deal with China's ZTE  

Ethiopia has signed an US$ 800 million deal with Chinese telecom giant ZTE to expand its mobile 

phone network. The agreement would help double the number of mobile phone subscribers to more 

than 50 million and increase 3G internet access nationwide, reports BBC (UK). The agreement with 

ZTE, China's second-largest telecoms equipment maker, is half of a US$ 1.6 billion project split 

with Huawei Technologies. Both firms will provide low interest loans to Ethiopia through an arrangement 

known as vendor financing, reports Times of India (India). 

FOCAC meeting on health in Africa takes place in Beijing 

Dozens of African health ministers and Chinese health officials last week gathered at the Ministerial  

Forum on China-Africa Health Development in Beijing. This was the first-ever meeting of health  

ministers under the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) since it was established in 2000,  

reports The Patriotic Vanguard (Sierra Leone). The China-Africa Forum for the Development of Health, 

Beijing 2013, marked the 50th anniversary of China sending medical teams to African countries,  

according to Ventures (Africa).  

Kenya signs infrastructure and energy deals worth US$5 billion with China 

Kenya signed deals worth US$ 5 billion with China to construct a standard gauge railway line and an 

energy project. The railway, linking the port of Mombasa to Malaba, is meant to provide faster access 

from Kenya's port to markets in the region, reports Reuters (UK). Under the agreement, Chinese state 

corporation, Dongfang Electric International, will also put up a solar firm within the Rift Valley region in 

order to boost the country’s power supply. The project is expected to generate 50 MW of power to be 

fed into the country's national energy grid, according to CRI (China). 

BRICS business leaders look to boost trade with Africa  

Business leaders from the BRICS met in Johannesburg to discuss trade with Africa, insisting that the 

bloc's planned development bank has not been abandoned. Ma Zehua, the leader of China business 

delegation, said the bank would play an important role in supporting trade and investment between 

member states, reports Channel News Asia (International). Addressing the BRICS Business Council, 

South African President, Jacob Zuma, urged the council to utilise this platform to consider and advance 

the sectors of “infrastructure, mining, mineral beneficiation, service[s], manufacturing [and] energy and 

financial services”, within the BRICS economies, according to Global Times (China). 

Bo Xilai mounts feisty defence at corruption trial  

Bo Xilai, the politician who fell from the heights of China’s elite, took a pugnacious stand on Thursday in 

the opening session of the nation’s most closely watched trial in decades, denying that he took millions 

of dollars in bribes and ridiculing his wife’s testimony against him, reports The New York Times (USA). 

Prosecutors said Bo accepted bribes worth about 21.79 million Yuan (about US$ 3.5 million) from  

businessmen Tang Xiaolin and Xu Ming and embezzled five million yuan of public funds from the Dalian 

government. He is also accused of abusing power in dealing with his wife Bogu Kailai's murder case 

and the defection of her associate Wang Lijun in 2012, according to People's Daily (China). 
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