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China warns against pre-judging Syrian chemical weapons probe 

China has appealed to the international community to avoid prejudging the outcome before the United  

Nations (UN) completes its investigation on the alleged chemical weapons attack in the Syrian capital. 

China’s government says it supports an objective, impartial and professional investigation, while  

opposing the use of chemical weapons, reports Business Standard (India). UN secretary general Ban Ki

-moon said the UN inspectors needed to be given time, four days in Syria to  

complete the investigation and a further period in which to analyse their findings. He described Syria as 

the “biggest challenge of war and peace in the world today”, according to The Independent (UK).  

Nigeria and China sign MoU for power grid projects 

Nigeria’s Ministry of Power has signed a US$ 500 million memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the  

Chinese firm, Xian Electric, for the strengthening of the transmission components of the Transmission 

Company of Nigeria, reports World Stage Group (Nigeria). The contract is aimed at expanding and  

upgrading Nigeria’s weak transmission network within two years. The execution of the  

MoU would commence immediately with funding from the Chinese Exim Bank in the form of a  

concessionary loan. The loan was negotiated during a recent visit to China by a delegation from the  

Nigerian government, according to The Guardian Nigeria (Nigeria). 

Kenyan court sentences Chinese ivory smuggler 

Kenyan courts have sentenced Ms. Chen Beimei, a Chinese woman, to more than two years in jail for 

an attempt to smuggle ivory out of Kenya. The arrest comes days after Kenyan President, Uhuru  

Kenyatta, signed US$ 5 billion worth of projects with China that includes a nod to wildlife preservation, 

reports CS Monitor (USA).  The Chinese government has acknowledged that poaching is a problem and 

has committed to work with Kenya in solving it by ensuring that the Kenya Wildlife Service has the latest 

equipment and technology to undertake their mandate effectively, according to Capital FM (Kenya). 

111 Ghanaian students receive Chinese government scholarships 

China has granted scholarships to 111 Ghanaian students for the coming academic year. The Chinese  

Ambassador to Ghana, Gong Jianzhong, said that China strongly supports the development of human 

resources and personnel training in Ghana, reports Xinhua (China). According to the Chinese embassy 

in Ghana, 549 Ghanaian students have been awarded with Chinese government scholarships since 

1998, and 1500 trainees have been sponsored by the Chinese government in the last five years,  

according to China.org (China). 

China arrests two foreign alleged “corporate investigators” 

Former journalist Peter Humphrey and his wife Yingzeng Yu are accused of obtaining people's  

addresses, as well as information about their families, homes and cars, and selling the details to  

lawyers, manufacturers and financial companies, reports Sky News (UK). Several dozen reports  

prepared by Humphrey and Yu for corporate clients contained information that "seriously violated the 

legitimate rights of citizens," the Shanghai police department said in a statement.  Personal information 

can reveal links between people essential in a Chinese business world dominated by behind-the-scenes 

personal connections, according to ABC News (USA). 
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