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Nigeria and China sign agreement to fund major power project 

Nigeria and China signed an agreement to construct the Zungeru Hydroelectric Power Project at a cost 

of approximately US$ 1.3 billion, jointly financed by China’s Eximbank and the Nigerian Federal  

Government. The contract will be executed by a consortium of two Chinese companies namely China 

National Electric and Engineering Corporation and SinoHydro, according to the Times of Nigeria 

(Nigeria). The deal will help lessen the chronic electrical power supply shortages that continues to  

hamper Nigeria’s economic activities, reports Ventures (Africa). 

Kenya Airways opens direct flight to China 

Kenya Airways is set to launch direct flights, three times a week to Chinese business hub of  

Guangzhou, in November. The four-time-a-week linked flights to Guangzhou via Bangkok will also be 

maintained. The new non-stop flight will be serviced by a Boeing 777-300ER, reports the Daily News 

(New York). The airline’s chief executive, Titus Naikuni said that “the Far East is emerging as an  

important … market for the tourism sector in Africa as well as a key source of foreign direct investment 

and trade, thus [we] need ... effective measures to tap it”, according to The Star (Kenya). 

Sierra Leone seeks China's help to set up economic zone 

Sierra Leone has sought China's help to set up an special economic zone in the West African country. 

The call was made by acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ebun Jusu, reports the Business Standard 

(India). Jusu  also remarked that Sierra Leone wants to “tap deeper into the Chinese policy for Africa 

and become the economic hub for Chinese private and public sector investments in the sub-region". 

Chinese Ambassador Kuang Weilin said co-operation between the two countries is deepening and  

bilateral trade volume from January to July hit US$ 884 million. China has also awarded  

scholarships to 33 Sierra Leonean students this year and provided short-term training courses in various 

fields, according to Xinhua (China). 

Liberia receives peace-keeping police from China 

China will send a 140-strong police squad to Liberia on a UN peace-keeping mission. The group  

includes a deputy chief of the squad, a liaison officer, and personnel from the logistics, combat and 

medical sector, reports the Business Standard (India). The unit is being deployed to Liberia to maintain 

public security, as well as to protect United Nations staff and facilities. Team leader, Guo Xiaodong said, 

“all 140 are experts in communications, field medicine, foreign languages, specialty construction, driving 

and maintenance”, according to China Daily (China). 

China opens landmark Shanghai free trade zone 

China opened a new free trade zone in Shanghai on Sunday in what has been hailed as the boldest 

reform move in decades. China will open its sheltered services sector to foreign competition and use it 

as an experiment for bold financial reforms, including a convertible Yuan and liberalised interest rates. A 

total of 25 companies have been approved to set up operations, reports Business Day (South Africa). In 

the past months, Premier Li Keqiang has fought open opposition by financial industry regulators  

including the China Banking Regulatory Commission and China Securities Regulatory Commission to 

open Shanghai's financial services sector to foreign investors, reports the CNBC (International). 
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